
Why Objection, Disgust, Morality, and The
Law are Intricately Connected

In society, the concepts of objection, disgust, morality, and the law are
interconnected in complex ways that shape our perceptions and behaviors.
These principles influence our understanding of right and wrong, challenge our
values, and ultimately determine the boundaries of acceptable behavior.

http://dl.neutronbyte.com/pdf-file/Wa18oYTP/e/wjkK/OPMw/arBYz/Objection-Disgust-Morality-and-the-Law.pdf


The Power of Objection

Objection is a fundamental human response. It arises when we encounter
something that contradicts our beliefs, values, or principles. Objection can be
triggered by various factors, such as cultural norms, personal experiences, or
moral frameworks. When it comes to the law, objection plays a crucial role in
shaping legislation and judicial decisions.
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Disgust, on the other hand, is an intense emotional reaction associated with
feelings of repulsion or revulsion. It often emerges when we encounter something
that violates our hygiene standards, cultural norms, or social expectations. Like
objection, disgust also has significant implications for morality and the law as it
influences our perceptions of right and wrong.

The Interplay of Morality and the Law

Morality encompasses the principles and values that guide our behavior and
judgments. It serves as the foundation for establishing societal norms and ethics.
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The law, on the other hand, establishes a framework to regulate behavior, enforce
moral standards, and ensure social order.

However, morality and the law do not always align perfectly. There can be
instances where moral principles are seen as superior to the law or where the law
fails to encompass certain moral considerations. This misalignment gives rise to
ongoing debates surrounding controversial issues, such as abortion, euthanasia,
and capital punishment.

The Influence of Objection and Disgust on Morality and the Law

Objection and disgust strongly influence our moral judgments and perceptions.
They can shape our sense of what is right or wrong, just or unjust, acceptable or
unacceptable. As societal norms evolve and change, objection and disgust play a
significant role in shaping public opinion and influencing legal transformations.

For example, the recognition of same-sex marriage as a legal right in many
countries was a result of changing social attitudes towards LGBTQ+
relationships. It required overcoming objections rooted in prejudice and moral
beliefs that once deemed such relationships immoral or unnatural.

Disgust can also impact legal decision-making. Some crimes, such as sexual
offenses or extreme cases of violence, trigger strong feelings of disgust. This
emotional response can lead to harsher punishments and stricter legal measures
in an attempt to uphold societal values and maintain social order.

The Role of The Law in Shaping Objection and Disgust

The law not only responds to objections and disgust expressed by society but
also has the power to shape and influence these responses. Legal decisions and



legislation can challenge deeply ingrained objections or seek to alter prevailing
disgust-based societal perceptions.

For instance, laws regulating the consumption of alcohol or tobacco have
significantly impacted societal norms and behaviors. Over time, objection towards
excessive alcohol consumption, as well as disgust towards the negative health
effects of smoking, has increased. The law has played a role in emphasizing and
strengthening these objections and disgust-based attitudes.

Navigating the Intersection

The interplay between objection, disgust, morality, and the law is complex and
nuanced. Navigating this intersection requires careful consideration of various
factors, including cultural context, individual values, and social progress.
Balancing personal objection and disgust with societal interests and moral
principles is a constant challenge.

As society continues to evolve, it is essential to critically examine the connections
between objection, disgust, morality, and the law. Understanding how these
concepts influence one another can promote a more inclusive legal system that
upholds justice while respecting individual rights and evolving societal values.

Objection, disgust, morality, and the law are deeply intertwined aspects of our
lives. They shape our perceptions, impact our actions, and influence the
boundaries of acceptable behavior. Recognizing and appreciating the
interconnectedness of these concepts is crucial for fostering a just and inclusive
society.

By acknowledging the influence of objection and disgust on morality and the law,
we can work towards creating a legal system that embraces fairness, empathy,
and respect for diverse perspectives. It is through these efforts that we may better



navigate the intricate relationship between objection, disgust, morality, and the
law.
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Why do we consider incest wrong, even when it occurs between consenting
adults unable to have children? Why are words that gross us out more likely to be
deemed "obscene" and denied the protection of the First Amendment? In a world
where a gruesome photograph can decisively influence a jury and homosexual
behavior is still condemned by some as "unnatural," it is worth asking: is our legal
system really governed by the power of reason? Or do we allow a primitive
human emotion, disgust, to guide us in our lawmaking?

In Objection, psychologists Debra Lieberman and Carlton Patrick examine
disgust and its impact on the legal system to show why the things that we find
stomach-turning so often become the things that we render unlawful. Shedding
light on the evolutionary and psychological origins of disgust, the authors reveal
how ancient human intuitions about what is safe to eat or touch, or who would
make an advantageous mate, have become co-opted by moral systems designed
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to condemn behavior and identify groups of people ripe for marginalization. Over
time these moral stances have made their way into legal codes, and disgust has
thereby served as the impetus for laws against behaviors almost universally held
to be "disgusting" (corpse desecration, bestiality) - and as the implicit justification
for more controversial prohibitions (homosexuality, use of pornography). Written
with a critical eye on current events, Lieberman and Patrick build a case for a
more reasoned approach to lawmaking in a system that often confuses "gross"
with "wrong."
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