Why Justice is Essential for a Harmonious
Society: In Defense of Justice

Justice is a fundamental pillar of any civilized society. It ensures fairness, equality,
and accountability, and acts as a safeguard against chaos and anarchy. Without
justice, our world would be a place where might prevails over right, and where the
powerful would oppress the weak with impunity. In this article, we delve into the
importance of justice in our lives, the various aspects it encompasses, and why

we must defend and uphold it at all costs.

The Essence of Justice

Justice can be best defined as the state or principle of upholding what is just,
equitable, and morally right. It is the foundation on which a harmonious society is
built, ensuring that every individual is treated fairly and their rights are protected.
Whether it is in the legal system, public administration, or even personal
interactions, justice serves as a guiding ethos that promotes social order and

cohesion.

Justice takes different forms and operates on multiple levels. The most visible
form of justice is the legal system, where institutions and mechanisms are in
place to enforce laws, hold individuals accountable for their actions, and provide
redress for victims. However, justice is not restricted to the courts; it is an inherent

aspect of everyday life, permeating our interactions, relationships, and decisions.
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The Importance of Justice in Society

Justice plays a pivotal role in fostering a just and equitable society. It ensures that
everyone has access to equal opportunities, regardless of their socioeconomic
status, race, gender, or any other differentiating factor. Justice empowers
individuals, giving them the confidence to pursue their aspirations and dreams

without fear of discrimination or unfair treatment.

Furthermore, justice acts as a deterrent to crime and wrongdoing. The existence
of a just legal system ensures that potential offenders are aware of the
consequences of their actions, reducing the likelihood of criminal behavior. It also
provides a mechanism for those who have been wronged to seek redress and

obtain justice, which is crucial for both healing and prevention.

Justice also instills a sense of trust and confidence in societal institutions. When
individuals believe that they will be treated fairly and that their rights will be
protected, they are more likely to cooperate with authorities, follow laws, and
actively participate in the progress and development of their communities. This
trust is essential for maintaining social stability, fostering cooperation, and

creating a sense of collective identity.
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The Many Facets of Justice

Justice encompasses various dimensions, each vital for a comprehensive and

inclusive system. These aspects include:

1. Distributive Justice:

Distributive justice relates to the fair allocation of resources and opportunities in
society. It ensures that wealth, benefits, and burdens are distributed equitably,
reducing disparities and promoting social and economic justice. An emphasis on
distributive justice seeks to eradicate poverty, inequality, and systemic

discrimination.

2. Social Justice:

Social justice focuses on creating a society where all individuals have equal
rights, freedoms, and opportunities. It aims to eliminate discrimination based on
factors such as race, gender, religion, or sexual orientation, promoting inclusivity
and diversity. Social justice advocates for the advancement of marginalized

groups and the dismantling of oppressive structures.

3. Restorative Justice:

Restorative justice emphasizes healing and reconciliation rather than
punishment. It recognizes that both the victim and the offender have needs and
seeks to address the harm caused by facilitating dialogue, understanding, and
repairing relationships. Restorative justice encourages personal growth, empathy,

and the prevention of future offenses.

4. Procedural Justice:

Procedural justice revolves around the fairness of the processes used to achieve

justice. It ensures that legal procedures are transparent, unbiased, and



accessible to all. Procedural justice guarantees that every individual has the right
to a fair trial, legal representation, and the opportunity to present their case

without undue coercion or discrimination.

Challenges to Justice

Despite the significance of justice in a well-functioning society, there are several

challenges that pose a threat to its realization:

1. Corruption:

Corruption erodes the principles of justice as it involves the abuse of power for
personal gain. When individuals in positions of authority prioritize their interests
over the common good, justice becomes compromised. Fighting corruption

requires strong institutions, transparency, and accountability.

2. Prejudice and Discrimination:

Prejudice and discrimination hinder the achievement of justice as they perpetuate
inequality and marginalization. Whether it is based on race, gender, religion, or
any other factor, bias undermines the core principles of justice. Addressing

prejudice requires education, awareness, and inclusivity initiatives.

3. Inadequate Legal Representation:

Unequal access to legal representation poses a challenge to justice. Without
proper representation, individuals may face unfair treatment or be unable to
assert their rights effectively. Ensuring equal access to legal aid and improving

the quality of public defenders are crucial steps towards a just legal system.

4. Judicial Delays:

Delays in the judicial system undermine justice as they impede the timely

resolution of cases. Prolonged court proceedings can lead to frustration, loss of



faith in the system, and denial of justice for both the victims and the accused.
Streamlining legal processes and investing in the judiciary are necessary to

address this challenge.

Defending and Upholding Justice

Preserving justice requires collective effort and vigilance from all members of
society. Here are some ways we can contribute to defending and upholding

justice:

1. Advocate for Equal Rights:

Be a champion for equal rights and fight against discrimination in all its forms.
Educate yourself and others about the importance of inclusivity, diversity, and

equal opportunity for all individuals.

2. Support the Rule of Law:

Respect and support the rule of law by complying with it and encouraging others
to do the same. Report any instances of corruption, malpractice, or unethical

behavior that undermine justice.

3. Encourage Dialogue and Reconciliation:

Promote dialogue, understanding, and reconciliation as a means to resolve
conflicts and address grievances. Seek peaceful solutions that prioritize healing,

empathy, and the restoration of relationships.

4. Engage in Active Citizenship:

Participate in the democratic process, hold public officials accountable, and
actively contribute to civic life. Stay informed about justice-related issues and

support initiatives that strive to improve access to justice and judicial efficiency.



In

Justice is the cornerstone of a fair and equitable society. It ensures that everyone
is treated with dignity, has equal opportunities, and can seek redress when
wronged. Upholding justice requires a collective commitment to fighting
corruption, prejudice, and discrimination, while also strengthening legal systems
and promoting inclusive practices. Let us stand together in defense of justice,

understanding that a just society benefits us all, fostering peace, prosperity, and

harmony.
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This book features Ginsburg’s best-known dissents in a format accessible to the
non-lawyer, giving RBG’s worldwide fans an approach to their hero’s life’s work.
Each dissent is prefaced with an explanation of the case to help prepare the lay

reader for approaching difficult legal prose.

Ginsburg is renowned for her feisty and fearless dissents, which are

her arguments in opposition to the Court's majority opinion. Through this book,
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the reader will read Justice Ginsburg at the zenith of her passion as she fights to
persuade the public and future generations of the Court's error. Through this
book, we hope fans of Justice Ginsburg—especially the young—will gain better
insight into the impact a single voice can have in the halls of our country’s most

powerful institutions.

From the : Why does the practice of dissenting exist? Do dissents matter? Do
they ever have lasting impact? Why do judges write dissents? Why, even, do
judges write at all? Does the written opinion, and especially the written dissent,
impart special impact to the words of the court or judge issuing it? And what do
the answers to these questions tell us about Ruth Bader Ginsburg’s role and

legacy both as a justice and as the Court’s most famous dissenter?

This book features Ginsburg’s best-known dissents—formatted for the non-lawyer
—and aims to show them within their proper context, both historically and in
terms of how they reflect Ginsburg’s life experience and jurisprudential
philosophy.lt is hard to pinpoint the commencement of Ginsburg’s elevation from
judge to hero for millions of idealistic Americans. Perhaps it was in 2015 with the
publication of Notorious RBG: The Life and Times of Ruth Bader Ginsburg, a New
York Times bestseller that chronicled Ginsburg’s life in the informal argot of its
self-described “#millennial” authors. Though surely the process began earlier
than that, on June 25, 2013, with the first post (celebrating Ginsburg’s dissent
lamenting the Supreme Court majority’s gutting of the Voting Rights Act) on a
popular blog devoted to celebrating all things Ginsburg. Regardless, it is safe to
say that by 2018, Ginsburg’s status as a cultural icon was cemented. That year
saw the release of two films about her—On the Basis of Sex, a biopic chronicling

her years as a women’s rights lawyer; and RBG, a documentary about her life.



What do millions of Americans see in her? She is, quite simply, the embodiment
of nearly everything inspirational and aspirational about the better angels of the
American experiment. Ginsburg is a gladiator. As a woman, she is one of the first
of her kind. To the fight, she brings nothing but a pen. When the lions roar, she
roars back, and with equal aplomb. She is ferocious. She is unafraid. Presented
here are some of her most noble efforts. Although they are her last words in a
losing battle, they have left an indelible mark up on the landscape of American

jurisprudence.

“A dissent in a court of last resort is an appeal to the brooding spirit of law, to the
intelligence of a future day when a later decision may possibly correct the error
into which the dissenting judge believes the court to have been betrayed.”—

Charles Evans Hughes
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