
What Monuments To World War II Tell Us
About Our History And Ourselves
World War II was a defining moment in human history, shaping the world as we
know it today. The monuments dedicated to this war play a significant role in
reminding us of the sacrifices made, the horrors endured, and the lessons
learned. They serve as a lasting testament to the courage and resilience of those
who fought and as a reminder of the consequences of unchecked aggression.

These monuments are not mere stone structures; they are physical
manifestations of our collective memory. They stand tall, evoking emotions and
sparking conversations, offering us a unique glimpse into our past and its impact
on our present and future. Let us delve into what these monuments can tell us
about our history and ourselves.

Preservation of Memory

Monuments to World War II act as historical markers, preserving memory for
generations to come. They serve as reminders of the individuals, communities,
and nations affected by the war. By honoring those who sacrificed their lives,
these monuments keep our collective memory alive and prevent us from
forgetting the immense human cost of war.
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The Altare della Patria in Rome, Italy, commonly known as the "Altar of the
Fatherland," stands as a monumental tribute to all those who fought and died
during World War II. This grand structure, with its intricate sculptures and
powerful symbolism, serves as a constant reminder of the sacrifices made by
Italian soldiers and civilians alike.

Furthermore, the USS Arizona Memorial in Pearl Harbor, Hawaii, is a poignant
testament to the lives lost during the attack on Pearl Harbor. It offers visitors a
chance to reflect upon the devastating consequences of war and serves as a
reminder of the importance of peace and diplomacy.

Lessons from the Past

Monuments to World War II also provide an opportunity to learn from history.
They remind us of the mistakes made and the consequences of nationalism,
totalitarianism, and intolerance. These monuments encourage us to reflect on our
past and ensure that we do not repeat the same horrors in the future.

The Warsaw Uprising Monument in Poland commemorates the brave men and
women who fought against the Nazi occupation. It stands as a symbol of
resistance and determination, reminding us of the importance of freedom and our
responsibility to protect it.

The Hiroshima Peace Memorial in Hiroshima, Japan, serves as a somber
reminder of the devastating power of nuclear weapons. It calls for the abolition of
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such weapons and promotes peaceful resolutions to conflicts. This monument's
presence evokes strong emotions and highlights the imperative of working
towards a world free of nuclear threats.

Cultural Identity and National Pride

Monuments to World War II also play a vital role in shaping national identities and
fostering a sense of pride. They remind us of the values and ideals we hold dear
as a nation and the strength we exhibited even in the darkest of times.

The Monument to the Soviet Army in Berlin, Germany, celebrates the victory of
the Allied forces over Nazi Germany. This striking monument honors the
sacrifices made by the Soviet soldiers and symbolizes the resilience of the
German society. It serves as a stark reminder of the consequences of fascism
and the enduring spirit of freedom.

The National World War II Memorial in Washington, D.C., stands as a testament
to the American contributions to the war effort. Its magnificent architecture and
design inspire awe and admiration, reminding visitors of the sacrifices made by
American soldiers and the commitment to freedom and democracy.

Unity and International Solidarity

Monuments to World War II also foster a sense of unity and international
solidarity. They serve as reminders that the war was a collective effort to combat
tyranny and oppression. These monuments bring people from different nations
together, reaffirming our shared history and the importance of cooperation.

The Normandy American Cemetery and Memorial in Normandy, France, pays
tribute to the American soldiers who fought and died during the D-Day invasion.



This solemn memorial represents the gratitude of France towards the United
States and serves as a symbol of the enduring Franco-American friendship.

The Australian War Memorial in Canberra, Australia, serves as a place of
remembrance for all Australians who served in World War II. It stands as a
symbol of the nation's commitment to international peace and solidarity, honoring
the sacrifices made by Australian soldiers in the global conflict.

Reflections on Our Present and Future

Monuments to World War II invite us to reflect on the present and future,
reminding us of the importance of preserving peace, promoting tolerance, and
learning from our past mistakes. They encourage us to envision a world free from
war and conflict, where all nations coexist in harmony.

As we visit these monuments and immerse ourselves in their stories, we are
reminded of the resilience of the human spirit and the power of unity. They urge
us to work towards a world where diplomacy and understanding prevail over
aggression and violence.

In , monuments to World War II serve as powerful reminders of our history and
ourselves. They preserve our collective memory, educate us about the past,
shape national identities, foster international solidarity, and remind us of our
responsibility to strive for a peaceful future. Let us cherish and protect these
monuments as they continue to tell the stories of bravery, sacrifice, suffering, and
hope.
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A look at how our monuments to World War II shape the way we think about the
war by an award-winning historian.

Keith Lowe, an award-winning author of books on WWII, saw monuments around
the world taken down in political protest and began to wonder what monuments
built to commemorate WWII say about us today. Focusing on these monuments,
Prisoners of History looks at World War II and the way it still tangibly exists within
our midst. He looks at all aspects of the war from the victors to the fallen, from the
heroes to the villains, from the apocalypse to the rebuilding after devastation. He
focuses on twenty-five monuments including The Motherland Calls in Russia, the
US Marine Corps Memorial in the USA, Italy’s Shrine to the Fallen, China’s Nanjin
Massacre Memorial, The A Bomb Dome in Hiroshima, the balcony at Yad Vashem
in Jerusalem and The Liberation Route that runs from London to Berlin.

Unsurprisingly, he finds that different countries view the war differently. In
monuments erected in the US, Lowe sees triumph and patriotic dedications to the
heroes. In Europe, the monuments are melancholy, ambiguous and more often
than not dedicated to the victims. In these differing international views of the war,
Lowe sees the stone and metal expressions of sentiments that imprison us today
with their unchangeable opinions. Published on the 75th anniversary of the end of
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the war, Prisoners of History is a 21st century view of a 20th century war that still
haunts us today.
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