
We Shot The War Overseas Weekly In
Vietnam: A Glimpse into the Lives of
Photojournalists on the Frontlines
During the Vietnam War, photojournalism played a pivotal role in documenting the
conflict and bringing it closer to the American public. Among the various
publications that covered the war, Overseas Weekly stood out with its compelling
visual storytelling. This article delves into the experiences of photojournalists who
captured the raw realities of war, the challenges they faced, and the profound
impact their work had on shaping public opinion.

The Power of Visual Storytelling

In a time when news media was predominantly text-based, Vietnam War
photojournalism revolutionized the way people consumed information. The
publication of powerful images taken by brave photographers not only provided
the public an unfiltered view of the war but also pushed the boundaries of
traditional reportage.

Overseas Weekly, an independent tabloid published for U.S. military personnel
stationed overseas, played a significant role in documenting the Vietnam War. Its
gripping photographs offered a unique perspective and presented a stark contrast
to the overly optimistic narrative perpetuated by the U.S. government.
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Life as a War Photographer

The life of a war photographer in Vietnam was far from glamorous.
Photojournalists faced constant danger, moving alongside troops through
treacherous jungles, witnessing horrifying scenes, and risking their lives to
capture the moment on film. They worked long hours under extreme conditions,
all while carrying heavy camera equipment and developing film in makeshift
darkrooms.

Many photographers developed deep emotional connections with the soldiers
they accompanied, allowing them to develop intimate portraits of the war's human
toll. These images not only conveyed the physical destruction and the challenges
faced by troops but also provided a glimpse into the psychological impact the war
had on both soldiers and civilians.

The Challenge of Objectivity

One of the significant dilemmas faced by war photographers was maintaining
objectivity while capturing the war's horrors. They were tasked with showing the
truth without compromising journalistic integrity, a balance that often proved
elusive. Some photojournalists grappled with the ethical implications of taking
images—was it appropriate to photograph someone in their darkest moments or
to invade their privacy in pursuit of the truth?

Moreover, the subjective nature of photography meant that each photographer's
perspective shaped the narrative. Some chose to focus on the brutality and
destruction, while others sought out moments of humanity amidst chaos. The
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diverse styles and approaches present in Overseas Weekly provided readers with
a multi-dimensional understanding of the war.

The Impact on Public Opinion

The photographs published by Overseas Weekly had a profound effect on public
opinion regarding the Vietnam War. These vivid and intimate images seared into
the collective consciousness, forcing the public to confront the realities of war and
prompting debates about its justification and the American government's handling
of the conflict.

Overseas Weekly had a wide readership among military personnel stationed in
Vietnam, who not only consumed the publication but also shared it with their
loved ones back home. The emotional connection forged through these images
strengthened the anti-war sentiment, sparking protests and demanding
government accountability.

Legacy and Lessons

The impact of Vietnam War photojournalism reached far beyond its immediate
aftermath. It influenced subsequent generations of journalists and
photojournalists, emphasizing the critical role of visual storytelling in exposing the
truth. The extensive coverage of the Vietnam War served as a catalyst for
improving access to information and emphasizing the importance of
transparency, even in times of conflict.

Today, photojournalism continues to play a crucial role in shaping public opinion
and holding those in power accountable. The legacy of Overseas Weekly and its
daring photographers reminds us of the power of a single image to provoke
emotions, challenge established narratives, and spark change.

In



We Shot The War Overseas Weekly In Vietnam takes us on a journey into the
lives of photojournalists, providing a glimpse into their challenges, dilemmas, and
impact. Through their lens, we witness the gritty realities of war and the power of
visual storytelling to shape public opinion. Their work not only left an indelible
mark on the collective memory of the Vietnam War but also transformed the field
of journalism itself.
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We Shot the War: Overseas Weekly in Vietnam examines the legacy of one of
the most popular and eccentric newspapers to cover the Vietnam War. With its
mix of hard-hitting military exposés, pinups, and comic strips, Overseas Weekly
earned a reputation as a muckraking truth teller. Time magazine called it “the
least popular publication at the Pentagon.” From 1966 to 1972, the paper’s
reporters and photographers tackled controversial topics, including courts-martial,
racial discrimination, drug use, and opposition to command. And they published
some of the most intimate portraits of American GIs and Vietnamese civilians,
taken with the specific purpose of documenting the daily life of individuals caught
in the world’s most grueling and disputed conflict. Through striking photographs
and personal essays, We Shot the War brings viewers behind the viewfinders of
photojournalists who covered the conflict and introduces readers to two
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extraordinary women: founder Marion von Rospach and Saigon office bureau
chief Ann Bryan. Together, they fought for the right of women to report in combat
zones and argued against media censorship.

Foreword by Eric Wakin
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