Urban Poliphony Architectures: Exploring the
Intricate Tapestry of Urbanisms And
Mediations

The city is a living organism, constantly evolving and adapting to the needs and
desires of its inhabitants. It is a place where different cultures, ideologies, and
architectural styles converge, intertwining to create a unique urban fabric. This
amalgamation of diverse elements gives rise to what can be referred to as urban

polyphony architecture.

Urban polyphony architecture is a term that encompasses the intricate blend of
architectural styles, urban designs, and spatial arrangements found within a city.
It involves the harmonious coexistence of multiple architectural languages,

resulting in a visually stimulating and culturally rich urban environment.

One of the most captivating aspects of urban polyphony architecture is the way it
reflects the history and identity of a city. Each architectural style represents a
particular era or cultural influence, telling a story of the city's past. From the
neoclassical facades of Paris to the contemporary skyscrapers of New York,

every architectural element contributes to the narrative of the city.
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But urban polyphony architecture is not just about aesthetics; it also plays a
crucial role in shaping the way people interact with their environment. The spatial
arrangements and urban designs within a city influence how individuals move,

socialize, and experience urban life.

One notable example of urban polyphony architecture is Barcelona, Spain. The
city is renowned for its rich architectural heritage, which encompasses various
styles ranging from Gothic to Modernist. Walking through the streets of Barcelona
is like embarking on a visual journey through time, with each architectural style

offering a unique perspective on the city's history.

The collision of different architectural styles in Barcelona is most evident in the
Eixample district, designed by lldefons Cerda in the late 19th century. This grid-
like urban plan blends elements of modernism, rationalism, and neoclassicism,
creating a harmonious yet eclectic urban fabric. The result is a neighborhood that
is both aesthetically pleasing and functional, providing an ideal environment for its

residents.

Another city that exemplifies urban polyphony architecture is Istanbul, Turkey.
The city's architectural landscape is a testament to its rich history, with influences
from the Byzantine, Ottoman, and modern eras. The Hagia Sophia, for example,
is a prime example of architectural polyphony, as it combines elements of

Byzantine and Ottoman architecture in a seamless and visually striking manner.

Beyond the aesthetic appeal, urban polyphony architecture also fosters cultural
exchange and dialogue. By bringing together different architectural styles and

influences, cities become hubs of creativity and innovation. The juxtaposition of
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contrasting architectural languages encourages architects and urban planners to

think outside the box and push the boundaries of traditional design.

Moreover, urban polyphony architecture provides a platform for the expression of
cultural diversity. Through the integration of different architectural styles, cities
embrace their multicultural identity and become inclusive spaces that celebrate
various cultural traditions. This diversity and inclusiveness contribute to the

vibrancy and vitality of urban life.

In recent years, the concept of urban polyphony architecture has gained
momentum, with architects and urban planners actively seeking to create more
diverse and inclusive cities. This trend is especially evident in projects that focus
on the revitalization of urban neighborhoods, such as the High Line in New York

City or the Olympic Park in London.

The High Line, a former elevated railway track converted into a public park, is a
prime example of how urban polyphony architecture can transform a neglected
urban space into a vibrant and dynamic community hub. The park seamlessly
integrates nature, art, and public spaces, creating a multifunctional environment

that caters to the needs of a diverse range of users.

Similarly, the Olympic Park in London, which was built for the 2012 Summer
Olympics, showcases a variety of architectural styles and urban designs. From
the sleek and futuristic silhouette of the Aquatics Centre to the industrial aesthetic
of the Olympic Stadium, the park is a testament to the power of urban polyphony

architecture to create visually stunning and functionally dynamic spaces.

In, urban polyphony architecture is a fascinating phenomenon that encompasses
the harmonious blend of architectural styles, urban designs, and cultural

influences within a city. It reflects the history and identity of a place, shapes the



way people interact with their environment, fosters cultural exchange and

innovation, and creates inclusive and vibrant communities.

As cities continue to evolve and grow, it is imperative that we embrace and
celebrate the concept of urban polyphony architecture. By valuing diversity,
inclusivity, and creativity, we can create truly dynamic and enriching urban

environments for generations to come.
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In Urban Polyphony: Architectures, Urbanisms, and Meditations, the author draws
a panorama of the more than eighteen years of the Levisky Arquitetos |
Estratégia Urbana architecture firm, discussing and showing the projects that
they have been developing, such as the Diversity Boulevard, the expansion
project of Albert Einstein Hospital, the Open Museum of Colénia's Crater,
requalification of Jardim Colombo neighborhood, Colégio Santa Cruz, Senac Sao
Miguel Unit, City Caxingui neighborhood, Victor Civita Square and Jockey Club

Sao Paulo.

Throughout this book, Adriana Levisky shares with the reader her impressions

about the role of the architect and urban planner as being proactive and a
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mediator, considering aspects that go beyond the regional dynamics from places,

discussing social, economic, legal, cultural, geographical, and political matters,

highlighting the importance of this active voice to propose projects that can

provide a better quality of life in cities.

With this book launch, Senac S&o Paulo aims to instill the contemplation and

propel new solutions for the urban environment from the view and experience of

someone who works daily with architecture and urbanism in a metropolis.
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