
Unveiling the Untold Stories of Slavery And
Slaving in African History
Slavery has been an integral part of African history for centuries, leaving an
indelible mark on the continent. While the transatlantic slave trade is a well-
known chapter of this history, it is only one piece of a much larger puzzle. In
recent years, new approaches to African history have emerged, shedding light on
the complexities and nuances of the African slave trade and its impact on
societies.

For too long, the prevailing narrative surrounding slavery in Africa has been one
of victimhood and oppression. While this is certainly an important aspect of the
story, it fails to encompass the full range of experiences and interactions that took
place during this tumultuous period.

One of the new approaches to African history is a focus on agency and
resistance. This perspective challenges the traditional portrayal of African people
as passive victims of the slave trade, instead highlighting their active role in
navigating the intricate networks of slavery and slaving. Our understanding of
African history is enriched when we acknowledge that Africans were not mere
pawns in the transatlantic slave trade but active participants with their own
agency.
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While the transatlantic slave trade brought unimaginable suffering and
devastation to Africa, it also led to the development of new cultural identities and
communities. The forced migration of African peoples across the Atlantic resulted
in the blending of diverse African cultures, creating vibrant new societies in the
Americas. These societies retained elements of African traditions and languages,
forming the foundations of contemporary African diaspora communities.

Furthermore, the slave trade was not a monolithic enterprise. Different regions of
Africa had distinct forms of slavery, with unique political, economic, and social
dynamics. By exploring these variations, scholars are gaining a more
comprehensive view of the African slave trade and its impacts on local societies.
This multidimensional approach allows us to appreciate the complexity and
diversity of African history, moving beyond simplistic generalizations.

The use of new methodologies and technologies is also revolutionizing our
understanding of African history. The advent of digitization has made it possible to
access and analyze a wealth of historical records and artifacts, uncovering
hidden narratives of slavery and slaving. By piecing together fragments of the
past, researchers are able to reconstruct the stories of individuals who were once
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voiceless. These personal stories humanize the history of slavery, challenging
prevailing narratives and providing a more nuanced perspective.

It is important to acknowledge that the impacts of slavery continue to reverberate
through African societies today. The legacy of the slave trade can be seen in
systemic inequalities, social divisions, and cultural ruptures that persist in many
African nations. By critically examining this history, scholars are not only
uncovering hidden truths but also contributing to the ongoing process of healing
and reconciliation.

The new approaches to African history shed light on the diverse experiences and
complexities of slavery and slaving in Africa. By focusing on agency, resistance,
and the multifaceted nature of the slave trade, we gain a more nuanced
understanding of African societies during this period. Through the use of new
methodologies and technologies, scholars are uncovering hidden narratives and
giving voice to previously marginalized individuals. The legacy of slavery
continues to shape African societies today, underscoring the importance of this
emerging field of research.
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This book is a comprehensive history of slavery in Africa from the earliest times to
the end of the twentieth century, when slavery in most parts of the continent
ceased to exist. It connects the emergence and consolidation of slavery to
specific historical forces both internal and external to the African continent. Sean
Stilwell pays special attention to the development of settled agriculture, the
invention of kinship, 'big men' and centralized states, the role of African economic
production and exchange, the interaction of local structures of dependence with
the external slave trades (transatlantic, trans-Saharan, Indian Ocean), and the
impact of colonialism on slavery in the twentieth century. He also provides an to
the central debates that have shaped current understanding of slavery in Africa.
The book examines different forms of slavery that developed over time in Africa
and introduces readers to the lives, work, and struggles of slaves themselves.
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