
Unveiling the Secrets of Moore Ethical
Theory: Exploring the Foundations of Moral
Philosophy

Have you ever pondered the complexities of morality and wondered how we
determine what is right or wrong in our actions? Fortunately, philosophers
throughout the ages have crafted various ethical theories to help us navigate this
moral landscape. One such theory is Moore Ethical Theory, devised by the British
philosopher G.E. Moore in the early 20th century.

The Developments and Principles of Moore Ethical Theory

Moore Ethical Theory, also known as Intuitionism, stands as a prominent theory
within the field of moral philosophy. It lays emphasis on our intuition to grasp
objective moral truths, asserting that moral facts cannot be reduced to natural or
empirical facts alone.
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At the core of Moore Ethical Theory lies the concept of "goodness." According to
Moore, goodness is an intrinsic quality that cannot be defined or analyzed further.
Instead, it can only be grasped through direct intuition. Moore famously referred
to this concept as the "naturalistic fallacy," arguing that it is flawed to derive
ethical judgments solely from empirical observations or naturalistic descriptions of
the world.

To understand Moore Ethical Theory's stance on morality, we must delve into the
three fundamental principles it espouses:

1. The Independence of "Good"

Moore posits that goodness is an irreducible property, existing independently of
other qualities or properties. He argues that attempts to define "good" in terms of
naturalistic or descriptive features ultimately fail. Instead, "good" stands as a self-
evident and non-natural concept that we intuitively recognize.

2. The Open Question Argument
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To further support his theory, Moore presents the "open question argument." He
asserts that any attempt to equate goodness to any other property or concept will
always leave an "open question" of whether the two are truly synonymous. For
example, if one were to claim that "pleasure is good," Moore believes we can
always question whether pleasure truly embodies all aspects of goodness.

3. The Role of Intuition

Moore Ethical Theory places great emphasis on intuition as a means of grasping
ethical truths. According to Moore, we possess an innate capacity to intuitively
recognize what is good and what is not. This intuitive grasp of goodness allows
us to make ethical judgments and distinguish morally right actions from morally
wrong ones.

Debates and Criticisms Surrounding Moore Ethical Theory

As with any philosophical theory, Moore Ethical Theory has faced its fair share of
debates and criticisms. One critique argues that the theory relies heavily on
subjective intuition, opening the door to individual bias and personal preferences
in determining moral truths.

Others challenge Moore's notion of the independence of "good," suggesting that
goodness can indeed be analyzed through naturalistic or empirical approaches.
They claim that Moore's insistence on the non-analyzability of "good" limits the
scope of ethical inquiry and hampers its potential for development.

Despite these criticisms, Moore Ethical Theory has played a significant role in
shaping moral philosophy and continues to spark lively debates among scholars
today.

The Relevance and Application of Moore Ethical Theory in Modern
Society



While Moore Ethical Theory may date back to the early 20th century, its relevance
in modern society remains undeniable. The emphasis on subjective intuition and
the recognition of intrinsic goodness can help guide individuals in making moral
choices in their daily lives.

Moreover, the theory challenges us to question prevailing moral frameworks and
their reliance on utilitarian or consequentialist principles. By adopting a more
intuition-based approach, we can develop a greater understanding and respect
for diverse moral perspectives.

Moore Ethical Theory, with its focus on intuition and the recognition of intrinsic
goodness, provides a unique and valuable lens through which to view and
navigate the complexities of moral philosophy. While it has its critics, the theory's
foundational principles continue to shape our understanding of morality in modern
society.

So, the next time you find yourself pondering the intricacies of right and wrong,
remember the lessons of Moore Ethical Theory and trust your intuitive compass
as you embark on your moral journey.
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This 2001 book is a comprehensive study of the ethics of G. E. Moore, the most
important English-speaking ethicist of the twentieth century. Moore's ethical
project, set out in his seminal text Principia Ethica, is to preserve common moral
insight from scepticism and, in effect, persuade his readers to accept the
objective character of goodness. Brian Hutchinson explores Moore's arguments
in detail and in the process relates the ethical thought to Moore's anti-sceptical
epistemology. Moore was, without perhaps fully realizing it, sceptical about the
very enterprise of philosophy itself, and in this regard, as Brian Hutchinson
reveals, was much closer in his thinking to Wittgenstein than has been previously
realized. This book shows Moore's ethical work to be much richer and more
sophisticated than his critics have acknowledged.
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