
Unveiling the Secrets Behind the General
Theory of Law and State

An to General Theory of Law and State

Law is an integral part of every society, governing our behavior and ensuring a
sense of order. The General Theory of Law and State aims to provide a profound
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understanding of the fundamental principles underlying the legal system and its
relationship with the state. In this article, we will dive deep into this intricate field,
exploring its influential theories, key concepts, and applications.

Understanding the Nature of Law

The General Theory of Law and State seeks to answer fundamental questions
surrounding the nature of law. It delves into various legal theories, including
positivism, natural law theory, legal realism, and legal formalism, shedding light
on the contrasting perspectives on the basis and purpose of the law.
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Positivism suggests that law is solely derived from societal rules and is
unaffected by moral considerations. On the other hand, natural law theory argues
that laws are rooted in a higher moral authority and must align with ethical
principles. Legal realism emphasizes the importance of empirical observations
and social context in understanding the law, while legal formalism focuses on the
logical reasoning and coherence of legal decisions.

The Role of the State in Shaping the Law
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One of the core aspects explored in the General Theory of Law and State is the
relationship between law and the state. The state holds significant power in
formulating, enforcing, and interpreting laws. Understanding how the state
influences legal decisions is crucial to comprehending the functioning of legal
systems.

Legal positivism highlights the authority of the state in creating and enforcing
laws. The state's legislative, executive, and judicial branches each play a distinct
role in the lawmaking process. Analyzing the separation of powers and the
checks and balances present within a legal system forms a significant part of the
General Theory of Law and State.

Key Concepts Explored in the General Theory

When studying the General Theory of Law and State, certain key concepts
emerge as fundamental building blocks for a comprehensive understanding.
These concepts include sovereignty, legal rights, constitutionalism, justice, and
legal positivism.

Sovereignty refers to the ultimate authority held by a governing body to make
decisions within a specific territory. Legal rights encompass the privileges and
protections granted to individuals by the law. Constitutionalism emphasizes the
importance of a constitution as the supreme law of the land, dictating the limits
and powers of the state.

Justice is a recurring theme in legal theory, aiming to ensure fairness and equality
in the application of the law. It explores various theories of justice, such as
utilitarianism, egalitarianism, and retributive justice. Lastly, legal positivism, as
mentioned earlier, underscores the importance of societal rules in defining the
law's validity.



Applications and Significance

The General Theory of Law and State holds immense significance in legal
academia and practice. It provides a framework for analyzing, interpreting, and
critiquing the legal system, enabling legal scholars, judges, and lawmakers to
make informed decisions grounded in theory and reason.

By understanding the General Theory of Law and State, individuals gain insight
into the complexities of legal systems, enhancing their legal literacy and ability to
engage in discussions of social and political significance. It is a crucial tool in
shaping legal education and plays a vital role in fostering a just and equitable
society.

The General Theory of Law and State offers a profound insight into the nature of
law, highlighting its relationship with the state and exploring fundamental legal
concepts. By delving into various legal theories and analyzing their implications,
this theory equips individuals with a comprehensive understanding of the legal
system's functioning and significance.

Thus, the General Theory of Law and State has a substantial impact on legal
scholarship and practice, contributing to the development of just and fair legal
systems across the globe.
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This classic work by the important Austrian jurist is the fullest exposition of his
enormously influential pure theory of law, which includes a theory of the state.
Translated by Anders Wedberg. Reprint of the first edition. Originally published:
Cambridge: Harvard University Press, 1945. xxxiii, 516 pp. An extensive
appendix discusses the pure theory in comparison with the law of nature,
positivism, historical natural law, metaphysical dualism and scientific-critical
philosophy.

“The scope of the work is truly universal. It never loses itself in vague generalities
or in unconnected fragments of thought. On the contrary, precision in the
formulation of details and rigorous system are characteristic features of the
exposition: only a mind fully concentrated upon that logical structure can possibly
follow Kelsen’s penetrating analysis. Such a mind will not shrink from the effort
necessary for acquainting itself with...the pure theory of law in its more general
aspects, and will then pass over to the theory of the state which ends up with a
carefully worked out theory of international law.”: Julius Kraft, American Journal of
International Law 40 (1946):496.

Possibly the most influential jurisprudent of the twentieth century, Hans Kelsen
[1881-1973] was legal adviser to Austria’s last emperor and its first republican
government, the founder and permanent advisor of the Supreme Constitutional
Court of Austria, and the author of Austria’s Constitution, which was enacted in
1920, abolished during the Anschluss, and restored in 1945. He was the author of
more than forty books on law and legal philosophy. Active as a teacher in Europe
and the United States, he was Dean of the Law Faculty of the University of
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Vienna and taught at the universities of Cologne and Prague, the Institute of
International Studies in Geneva, Harvard, Wellesley, the University of California at
Berkeley, and the Naval War College.
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