Unveiling the Remarkable Role of Military
Veterinary Services in the 2019 United States
Government: US Army's Crucial Contribution

When it comes to safeguarding national security, we often think of soldiers
bravely defending our country on the frontlines. However, there is an unsung hero
among them — the Military Veterinary Services. While their role may not be as
apparent as that of combat troops, their contribution to the United States
Government and the US Army cannot be underestimated. In this article, we will
explore the incredible work of Military Veterinary Services, shed light on their

importance, and discover the advancements made in 2019.

The Evolution of Military Veterinary Services

Since the early days of warfare, animals have played an essential role in military
operations. Horses, mules, and dogs have historically served alongside troops,
providing transportation, communication, and support. Recognizing the
significance of these animals, the US Army established the Veterinary Corps in
1916, officially recognizing the need for specialized care for military working

animals.

Today, the US Army's Military Veterinary Services are responsible for the care
and well-being of a variety of animals, including military working dogs, therapy
animals, and privately owned animals living on military installations. Their primary
mission is twofold: to promote the health and welfare of animals, and to ensure

the safety and effectiveness of the military operations they support.
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Protecting Those Who Protect Us

Military working dogs have become an integral part of today's armed forces.
These highly trained dogs perform an array of critical tasks, including explosive
detection, patrol duties, and search and rescue missions. The US Army's Military
Veterinary Services are responsible for the veterinary care of these remarkable
animals, ensuring they are fit for duty and receiving appropriate medical attention

when needed.

In addition to military working dogs, the services also care for therapy animals
that provide emotional support to soldiers suffering from the wounds of war.
These animals offer invaluable comfort and companionship, aiding in the
recovery process of both physical and mental health issues for servicemen and

women.

Advancements in Veterinary Medicine

With every passing year, advancements in veterinary medicine enable Military
Veterinary Services to provide better care for their animal patients. In 2019,
several notable advancements have been made, including the use of
regenerative medicine for tissue repair and joint injuries. This groundbreaking

technology allows animals to recover more quickly and effectively, ensuring they
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can return to duty sooner and reducing the overall strain on the military's

resources.

The of telemedicine has also revolutionized the way veterinarians provide care in
remote or combat zones. Through the use of telecommunication technology,
veterinarians can now assess animal patients, provide guidance to on-site
personnel, and make informed decisions regarding treatment plans, even from
thousands of miles away. This innovation not only improves the efficiency of care

but also reduces the risks associated with transporting injured animals.

The Future of Military Veterinary Services

As technology continues to advance, the possibilities for Military Veterinary
Services are boundless. Drones equipped with medical supplies and veterinary
equipment may make it possible for veterinarians to remotely provide emergency

care to injured animals or deliver crucial medications directly to the battlefield.

Furthermore, the integration of artificial intelligence may enhance the speed and
accuracy of diagnosing and treating injuries in animals on the frontline. A
combination of machine learning algorithms and real-time data analysis can help
veterinarians make informed decisions at lightning speed, potentially saving the

lives of military working animals in critical situations.

The Military Veterinary Services of the US Army play an indispensable role in
maintaining the well-being and efficiency of military operations. They ensure the
health of military working dogs, provide valuable support to service members
through therapy animals, and constantly push the boundaries of veterinary
medicine. As we step into 2019, the remarkable contributions of these unsung

heroes can never be overlooked or underestimated.
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The US Army Office of The Surgeon General 2019 Edition of the Military
Veterinary Services covering Historic Contributions; Military and Family-Owned
Animal Services; Food Protection and Public Health Services; Preventative
Medicine and Public Health Services; Research, Development, and Public Health

Services; and Unconventional Missions and Other Evolving Services.
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