
Unveiling the Mighty Armored Units of the
Baltic Republics Estonia, Latvia, and
Lithuania
The Baltic Republics of Estonia, Latvia, and Lithuania have been paving their way
towards building formidable armies that boast some of the most advanced
armored units in the world. These Baltic nations have invested significantly in
modernizing their military capabilities to maintain a strong defense and contribute
to international peacekeeping efforts. Let's delve into the fascinating world of
armored warfare in the Baltic region and explore the unique capabilities of their
armored units.

Estonia's Impressive Armored Forces

Estonia, a northern European country nestled along the Baltic Sea, takes pride in
its highly capable armored forces. The Estonian Defense Forces are armed with
a variety of tanks, armored personnel carriers (APCs), and infantry fighting
vehicles (IFVs) that play a vital role in safeguarding their national security.

One of the prominent tanks in Estonia's arsenal is the Leopard 2A6, a German-
made main battle tank (MBT). With its advanced firepower, excellent protection,
and exceptional mobility, the Leopard 2A6 has become a crucial asset for
Estonia's armored forces. It ensures Estonia's ability to defend its borders and
effectively participate in joint military operations with NATO allies.
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Furthermore, Estonia possesses a fleet of reliable armored vehicles, such as the
Sisu XA-180 and CV9035NL, which provide exceptional mobility, excellent troop-
carrying capacities, and formidable firepower. These vehicles enable the Estonian
Defense Forces to swiftly and effectively respond to various threats and
participate in international peacekeeping missions.

Latvia's Resilient Armored Divisions

Latvia, situated along the eastern shore of the Baltic Sea, has dedicated efforts to
developing robust armored divisions within its armed forces. These divisions
consist of powerful tanks, APCs, and IFVs that ensure Latvia's defensive
capabilities and contribute to regional security.

An important component of Latvia's armored forces is the Leopard 2A6, similar to
Estonia, which guarantees superior combat capabilities. The Leopard 2A6's
cutting-edge technology and adaptability make it an invaluable asset for Latvia's
military, amplifying its defense capabilities and combat readiness.

In addition, Latvia relies on the M113 armored personnel carrier, known for its
versatility and survivability. This APC has proven its worth on various terrains and
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missions, enabling Latvian forces to conduct vital operations efficiently, reinforce
defensive lines, and provide mobility for infantry units.

Lithuania's Mighty Mechanized Infantry

Lithuania, the southernmost Baltic state with a rich historic heritage, has
embraced mechanized infantry as a crucial pillar of its defense strategy.
Lithuanian armed forces incorporate advanced tanks, IFVs, and support vehicles
to enhance their combat capabilities and contribute to international security
missions.

Lithuania's armored units boast the Leopard 2A6 tank, a powerful weapon system
that ensures the country's capacity to engage in modern warfare scenarios. With
its superior firepower and exemplary protection, the Leopard 2A6 provides
Lithuanian forces with a substantial advantage on the battlefield.

Moreover, Lithuania heavily relies on the iconic Bradley Fighting Vehicle (BFV), a
versatile and heavily armed IFV designed to transport infantry while providing
superior protection and firepower support. The BFV's capabilities greatly enhance
Lithuania's capacity for defending its borders, conducting offensive operations,
and participating in international cooperation.

The Future of Armored Warfare in the Baltic Republics

The Baltic Republics, Estonia, Latvia, and Lithuania, continuously strive to
improve and modernize their armored units to meet emerging security
challenges. Their commitment to maintaining a strong defense and contributing to
international peacekeeping reinforces their positions as respected NATO allies.

The future of armored warfare in the Baltic region looks promising. These nations,
through extensive investments and partnerships with NATO allies, aim to further



enhance their armored capabilities while stressing interoperability and
cooperation with other forces. By doing so, they ensure they will remain at the
forefront of modern warfare, effectively defending their territories and actively
promoting international security.

The Baltic Republics Estonia, Latvia, and Lithuania have made significant strides
in building formidable armored units. Their commitment to investing in advanced
tanks, APCs, and IFVs showcases their determination to maintain strong defense
forces. As these nations continue to strengthen their military capabilities, the
world can expect to witness their vital contributions to international peacekeeping
efforts with their impressive armored units leading the way.
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After declaring independence in 1918, the fledgling armed forces of Estonia,
Latvia and Lithuania managed to defeat the Red Army. During the war, the first
armored units were formed, equipped with vehicles conquered from the enemy or
handed over by the British. After the conflict, those initial departments were
strengthened with the purchase of tanks and armored cars, to form armored-
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armored components subsequently incorporated by the Soviets in 1940, after the
annexation to the Soviet Union.
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