
Unveiling the Legendary Alco Locomotives: A
Journey into the Past

When it comes to the rich history of American railroads, the name Alco
Locomotives stands as a symbol of power, innovation, and reliability. Alco, short
for the American Locomotive Company, was a renowned locomotive
manufacturer that played a vital role in shaping the railway industry during the
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20th century. In this article, we will delve deep into the world of Alco Locomotives
and explore the fascinating journey of Brian Solomon, a distinguished author and
historian specializing in railroad subjects.

Alco Locomotives were known for their robust construction, distinctive design
features, and unmatched performance. Established in 1901, the company quickly
made a name for itself by producing locomotives that were ahead of their time.
With their recognizable appearances and powerful engines, Alco locomotives
became a common sight on railways across North America.
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The legacy left by Alco Locomotives continues to captivate the hearts of railroad
enthusiasts and historians like Brian Solomon. Known for his extensive research
and captivating storytelling, Solomon has contributed immensely to the
preservation of Alco's history. His dedication to documenting the evolution and
significance of Alco Locomotives has undoubtedly made him a household name
in the railway community.

With numerous acclaimed publications under his belt, including "Alco
Locomotives" and "Vintage Diesel Power," Brian Solomon has become a trusted
source for anyone seeking to expand their knowledge of these incredible
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machines. Through his books, Solomon not only sheds light on the technical
aspects of Alco locomotives but also shares captivating anecdotes and
photographs that transport readers back to the glory days of railroading.

One of the reasons why Alco Locomotives continue to captivate enthusiasts is
their unique design. The locomotives' distinctive features, such as their curved
windshields, rugged carbody design, and large grills, set them apart from other
manufacturers. The combination of functionality and aesthetics in Alco's
locomotives makes them truly iconic.

Alco's locomotives were built to withstand the harsh demands of heavy freight
and passenger services. Their reliability and power enabled them to conquer
challenging terrains, carrying precious cargo and passengers alike. From bustling
cities to remote countryside, Alco locomotives were the backbone of
transportation during their prime.

As time went on, Alco faced tough competition from other locomotive
manufacturers, and by the 1960s, the company's glory days started to fade.
Despite the challenges, Alco Locomotives remain etched in the memory of
railroad enthusiasts. Today, preserved Alco locomotives can be found in various
railroad museums and heritage railways, serving as a testament to their enduring
appeal.

Alco Locomotives and Brian Solomon's work have not only preserved the history
of these impressive machines but also inspired a new generation of enthusiasts.
The distinct charm and power of Alco locomotives continue to captivate the
imaginations of individuals young and old, allowing them to experience the magic
of railroading firsthand.



So, next time you hear the distant rumble of a train or catch a glimpse of a
historic locomotive, take a moment to appreciate the legacy that Alco
Locomotives and Brian Solomon have left behind. Their passion for the railroad
industry has truly stood the test of time, ensuring that the remarkable story of Alco
Locomotives will never be forgotten.
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Once the second-largest steam locomotive builder in the U.S., American
Locomotive Company (Alco) produced 75,000 locomotives, among them such
famous examples as the 4-6-4 Hudsons and 4-8-4 Niagaras built for the New
York Central, and the 4-6-6-4 Challengers and 4-8-8-4 Big Boys built for the
Union Pacific.  Alco Locomotives is the first book to tell the full story of this
company central to American railroad history—and beloved by railfans for its rich
heritage and its underdog appeal. Noted rail historian Brian Solomon looks back
at the founding of Schenectady Locomotive Works in 1848 and proceeds to cover
that company’s merger with several smaller locomotive builders in 1901 to form
Alco. Solomon describes the locomotives that made Alco’s name around the
world, from the standard designs like Mikados, Atlantics, and Mallets to the more
powerful and flashy post–World War I models. His detailed, richly illustrated
narrative re-creates the drama of a tough, ambitious company in the American
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tradition—rising again and again to the demands of an ever-changing industry
and economy.

Solomon also covers Alco electrics (built in partnership with GE), as well as the
company’s successful and quirky diesel offerings, including the RS-2 and RS-3
road switchers, FA/FB road freight units, PA road passenger diesel, and the
wares of Canadian affiliate Montreal Locomotive Works. Enlivened by numerous
historical photographs, modern images, curious details, and firsthand accounts,
this history is a complete, fascinating, and fitting tribute to a true icon of American
railroading.
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