
Unvaccinated Canadians Discriminatory
Travel Prohibitions
As the world gradually recovers from the devastating impact of the COVID-19
pandemic, discussions surrounding the return to normalcy have shifted towards
vaccination efforts. Governments worldwide have implemented various measures
to control the spread of the virus, and one controversial topic that has emerged is
the issue of travel restrictions for unvaccinated individuals. In particular,
unvaccinated Canadians have faced discrimination as travel prohibitions are
enforced, leading to heated debates and concerns over personal freedoms and
inequality.

The Debate Unveiled

With the emergence of effective COVID-19 vaccines, many countries have
adopted vaccination passports or certificates as a means to facilitate international
travel. These passports contain proof of vaccination, allowing travelers to bypass
certain restrictions or quarantine requirements. However, for unvaccinated
individuals, this poses significant challenges and limitations.

Canada, like many other nations, has implemented travel restrictions for
unvaccinated citizens in an effort to prevent the importation of new COVID-19
cases. While the rationale behind these measures is public safety, critics argue
that it creates a discriminatory system that infringes upon personal liberties.
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The Impact on Unvaccinated Canadians

Unvaccinated Canadians find themselves facing several disadvantages when it
comes to travel. They may encounter difficulties in crossing international borders,
be subject to mandatory quarantine measures, or even be denied entry
altogether. This reality has sparked outrage among those who believe that
individual choice should be respected, regardless of vaccination status.

The debate over discriminatory travel prohibitions becomes particularly poignant
when considering the reasons behind vaccine hesitancy. Some individuals may
have valid health concerns that make vaccination undesirable or medically
contraindicated. By implementing such travel restrictions, they argue that
governments are further marginalizing vulnerable populations who are already at
risk.

Inequality and Personal Freedoms

The enforcement of travel restrictions for unvaccinated Canadians has ignited a
broader discussion regarding personal freedoms and individual autonomy. Critics
argue that being denied travel solely based on vaccination status infringes upon
fundamental rights and exacerbates inequalities among society.
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Advocates for personal freedoms claim that vaccination decisions should be a
matter of personal choice rather than a requirement to access essential services
or engage in national and international travel. They argue that coercive
measures, such as travel prohibitions, only serve to create further division within
communities, perpetuating inequality based on vaccination status.

The Need for Balance

While the debate surrounding discriminatory travel prohibitions continues, it is
essential to find a balanced approach that addresses public health concerns
without infringing upon personal freedoms.

Proponents of travel restrictions argue that they are necessary to protect public
health and prevent the spread of infectious diseases. They stress that
vaccinations are an effective tool to achieve herd immunity, and by restricting
travel for unvaccinated individuals, the risk of transmission can be significantly
reduced.

However, critics believe that a more nuanced approach is required to respect
personal autonomy and bridge the gap between vaccinated and unvaccinated
individuals. They propose alternatives such as regular testing, quarantine
requirements, or the development of non-discriminatory policies that consider
individual circumstances and risk factors.

The issue of discriminatory travel prohibitions for unvaccinated Canadians is a
complex and contentious matter. While public health concerns dictate the
implementation of certain restrictions, the impact on personal liberties and the
potential for exacerbating inequality should not be dismissed.

As discussions continue, finding a balanced approach that respects personal
choice while safeguarding public health remains crucial. It is essential for



policymakers to consider various perspectives and work towards inclusive
solutions that prioritize both individual rights and the collective well-being of
society.
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After observing and waiting for months in the hope that the Federal Minister of
Transport, the Government of Canada would withdraw his interim order that
restricts/prohibits millions of unvaccinated Canadians from travelling within or
outside Canada by boarding a flight or train that is being regulated by the federal
ministry of transport.

With no news or sight of withdrawal of the said order, the author has recently filed
a complaint on the issue with the Canadian Human Right Commission (CHRC) as
he finds that such interim order from the Minister of Transport is discriminatory
against unvaccinated Canadians on prohibited grounds and in violation of rights
protected under the provisions of Section 15(1) of the Canadian Charter of Rights
and Freedom.
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