
Unlocking the Mysteries: Exploring The
Language Of The New Testament

When it comes to ancient texts, the New Testament holds a unique place in
history. Comprised of twenty-seven books, it is not only a religious cornerstone
for millions around the world, but also a rich source of linguistic and cultural
insights. In this article, we will embark on a fascinating journey to explore the
language of the New Testament, diving into its origins, structure, and its impact
on contemporary society.

The Language of the New Testament: Greek

Contrary to popular belief, the New Testament was not originally written in English
or any other modern language. Instead, it was primarily written in Koine Greek,
an ancient dialect spoken during the Hellenistic and Roman periods.
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Understanding this fundamental aspect of the New Testament brings us closer to
the original intention of its writers and unlocks a plethora of linguistic subtleties.
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Origins and Development of Koine Greek

Koine Greek emerged as a result of the cultural and linguistic blending between
Greek colonizers and local populations in ancient Greece. Over time, it evolved
into a hybrid language, incorporating elements from various sources. The
conquests of Alexander the Great further spread Koine Greek across vast
territories, solidifying its position as a lingua franca of the Eastern Mediterranean.

The Influence of Hebrew and Aramaic

Despite its predominantly Greek features, the New Testament also bears the
imprint of Hebrew and Aramaic languages. These Semitic languages had a
significant influence on the vocabulary, idioms, and cultural references used by
the New Testament authors, as they were immersed in the Jewish religious and
cultural context of the time.
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Linguistic Analysis of the New Testament

Delving into the language of the New Testament allows us to uncover fascinating
linguistic patterns and structures. From verb forms to syntactical nuances, each
choice made by the authors offers glimpses into the rich tapestry of their thoughts
and intentions. By examining these linguistic elements, scholars can gain deeper
insights into the theological, historical, and sociocultural aspects infused within
the text.

Contextual Clues Reveal Hidden Meanings

One intriguing aspect of the New Testament is the usage of idiomatic expressions
and metaphors. Understanding the cultural context in which these were used is
crucial for unlocking their intended meanings. By examining the collocations and
word associations employed by the authors, we can grasp their intended
messages with greater clarity and appreciate the literary artistry behind their
work.

The Impact of the New Testament Language Today

Although the New Testament was written over two millennia ago, its linguistic
legacy continues to reverberate in our modern society. Scholars, theologians, and
linguists alike recognize the theological significance, linguistic beauty, and
historical insights embedded in its language. Translations into various languages
have made it accessible worldwide, ensuring that its wisdom and message reach
people from diverse cultural and linguistic backgrounds.

Exploring the language of the New Testament takes us on a captivating journey
through time, inviting us to immerse ourselves in the linguistic tapestry woven by
its ancient authors. By understanding the language in which the New Testament
was written, we gain a deeper appreciation for its theological teachings and
cultural nuances. Let us continue to delve into the language of this ancient text,



uncovering its mysteries and allowing it to guide our understanding of the past
and present.
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Here’s the question: If Jesus and the Apostles all spoke, preached, and
ministered in Aramaic, why don’t we study their words in the Aramaic?
Jesus and the Apostles spoke Aramaic, the native language of Israel and
surrounding territories at the time. Jesus and the Apostles, as religious Jews, also
knew Hebrew because the Torah was written and read in Hebrew, but their
everyday language was Aramaic.
The Sermon on the Mount was spoken in Aramaic to the crowd on the shores of
Galilee. Every parable Jesus shared was spoken in Aramaic. When Jesus sat
with His disciples on the Mount of Olives and told them what would happen at the
end of this age, He spoke to them in Aramaic.
If Christians believe that every word written in the Bible is sacred, even though
the Bible we read today is a copy of a copy, and a translation of a translation,
shouldn’t we also at least consider that the actual words Jesus spoke, in the
language He spoke them, are similarly inspired, and worth exploring?
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Join ancient languages scholar Chaim Bentorah as he guides in exploring the
language of the New Testament.

A note from Chaim Bentorah:
It is important that the reader understands some very real problems with
attempting to translate the New Testament from the Aramaic. First, most biblical
scholars do believe that the language Jesus and his disciples as well as the
Apostle Paul spoke was an Old Galilean Aramaic or Jewish Palestinian Aramaic
which is a dialect of the Western Aramaic also known as a Northern dialect. There
are many modern Eastern Neo-Aramaic dialects but no known Western dialect
exists today. It is believed to be a dead language although in recent years three
villages in Syria still speak a dialect known as the Ma’lula dialect, which is
believed to be a descendent of the Western dialect and possibly closely related to
the Old Galilean. As this dialect is studied, grammars have been written and
discarded. There is just no real certainty other than a few grammatical points as
to whether we have a comprehensive knowledge of the language that Jesus
spoke.
The point being that we have no real documents of the original Old Galilean
dialect that Jesus spoke. The belief that the Christian New Testament was
originally written in Aramaic is only a theory. It is believed that when it was written
a scribe would have translated the words of Jesus and the disciples directly into
Greek. However, there is the belief that these words were written as Jesus and
the disciples dictated them in the Old Galilean Aramaic which worked its way into
the Syriac language, a close cousin of the Northern Dialect that became what is
known today as the Peshitta New Testament.
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