
Uncivil Youth Race Activism And Affirmative
Governmentality
In recent years, youth race activism has taken center stage, shining a light on the
pressing issues of racial justice and equality. The youth-led movements that have
emerged are characterized by their boldness, determination, and willingness to
challenge and confront long-standing systems of oppression.

One particular facet of this activism that has garnered attention is the concept of
uncivil youth race activism. Contrary to traditional notions of civility, uncivil youth
race activism involves disruptive actions and tactics to bring attention to racial
injustices. This article delves into the implications of uncivil activism and its
relationship with affirmative governmentality.

The term "uncivil activism" refers to unconventional methods of protest that
deviate from the normative expectations of polite and peaceful demonstration. It
encompasses a wide range of activities, including street marches, sit-ins, road
blockades, and even acts of civil disobedience. The purpose of employing these
tactics is to disrupt the status quo, challenge authority, and demand change.
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Within the realm of youth race activism, uncivil actions have become increasingly
prevalent. Young activists are no longer content with traditional forms of protest
such as peaceful rallies and petition signing. They are embracing more
confrontational and disruptive tactics to capture attention and force society to
acknowledge and address the deep-rooted issues of racism.

However, critics argue that uncivil activism undermines the cause it seeks to
advance. They contend that resorting to disruptive measures instead of engaging
in peaceful dialogue can alienate potential allies and reinforce negative
stereotypes associated with activism. Others argue that these disruptive actions
are necessary to highlight the urgency of racial injustice and disrupt complacency.

One important aspect to consider is the concept of affirmative governmentality. As
a response to the demands of uncivil activism, governments and institutions often
implement measures aimed at appeasing the activists while maintaining control
and order. Affirmative governmentality refers to policies put in place to address
the demands of marginalized groups, in this case, racial justice.

While affirmative governmentality can be seen as a positive step towards
addressing systemic racism, it is essential to critically analyze its intentions and
effects. Some argue that it can be a mere surface-level response, aimed at
placating activists without making substantial changes to the structures that
perpetuate inequality. Others argue that these measures are an important first
step towards dismantling systemic racism.

At the intersection of uncivil activism and affirmative governmentality lies a
complex power dynamic. Youth activists strive to disrupt the existing power
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structures that perpetuate racial inequality, while governments and institutions
seek to co-opt and control the narrative. This tug-of-war ultimately shapes the
trajectory of the movement and the efficacy of its demands.

In , uncivil youth race activism represents a shift in the tactics used to fight for
racial justice. By employing disruptive methods, these young activists seek to
challenge and dismantle systems of oppression. Affirmative governmentality, on
the other hand, is the response from authorities seeking to pacify these activists
while maintaining control. It is crucial for both activists and society as a whole to
critically engage with these dynamics to ensure that meaningful and lasting
change is achieved.
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In Uncivil Youth, Soo Ah Kwon explores youth of color activism as linked to the
making of democratic citizen-subjects. Focusing attention on the relations of
power that inform the social and political practices of youth of color, Kwon
examines how after-school and community-based programs are often mobilized
to prevent potentially "at-risk" youth from turning to "juvenile delinquency" and
crime. These sorts of strategic interventions seek to mold young people to
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become self-empowered and responsible citizens. Theorizing this mode of youth
governance as "affirmative governmentality," Kwon investigates the political
conditions that both enable youth of color to achieve meaningful change and limit
their ability to do so given the entrenchment of nonprofits in the logic of a
neoliberal state. She draws on several years of ethnographic research with an
Oakland-based, panethnic youth organization that promotes grassroots activism
among its second-generation Asian and Pacific Islander members (ages fourteen
to eighteen). While analyzing the contradictions of the youth organizing
movement, Kwon documents the genuine contributions to social change made by
the young people with whom she worked in an era of increased youth
criminalization and anti-immigrant legislation.
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