
Three Critiques Of Existential Risk
Forerunners
What if we are on the verge of a global catastrophe that has the potential to wipe
out all life on Earth? Existential risks, also known as risks that threaten the very
existence of humanity, have become a topic of increasing concern in recent
years. While many experts and organizations are actively working to mitigate
these risks, there are critiques that question the importance and effectiveness of
these efforts. In this article, we will explore three critiques of existential risk
forerunners and their impact on our understanding of the future.

Critique #1: Overhyping and Exaggeration

One of the main critiques of existential risk forerunners is that they tend to
overhype and exaggerate the potential risks. These critics argue that while it is
crucial to recognize and address risks that have catastrophic consequences, it is
equally important to maintain a balanced perspective. By focusing solely on
extreme scenarios, there is a risk of diverting resources and attention away from
other pressing issues that require immediate action.

According to these critics, the narrative around existential risks often focuses on
doomsday scenarios without considering the complexity of the underlying causes.
They argue that by simplifying the risks into easily digestible terms, there is a
danger of creating unnecessary panic and fear. Instead, they advocate for a more
nuanced approach that takes into account the various factors contributing to
these risks while also addressing other global challenges.
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Critique #2: Technological Optimism

Another critique leveled against existential risk forerunners is their tendency to
perpetuate technological optimism. Proponents of this critique argue that while
technological advancements have the potential to create positive change, they
also come with inherent risks. By placing undue faith in future technologies to
solve existential threats, there is a danger of neglecting the ethical and social
considerations that accompany these innovations.

These critics emphasize the need for a comprehensive approach that includes
not just technological solutions but also social, political, and cultural changes.
They argue that focusing solely on technological advancements can lead to a
false sense of security and a neglect of the broader systemic issues that underpin
existential risks. By promoting a more holistic perspective, they believe we can
better address these risks and their underlying causes.

Critique #3: Lack of Diversity and Inclusion

The third critique revolves around the lack of diversity and inclusion within the
field of existential risk assessment. Critics argue that the current discourse is
dominated by a narrow range of perspectives, often from privileged backgrounds.
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This lack of diversity limits the scope of analysis and leads to a skewed
understanding of the risks at hand.

In order to effectively address existential risks, these critics advocate for greater
inclusion of diverse voices and perspectives. They argue that by incorporating
different cultural, social, and economic perspectives, we can gain a more
comprehensive understanding of the risks and develop better mitigation
strategies. Additionally, by fostering inclusivity, we can ensure that the solutions
implemented are fair and equitable.

While existential risks are a pressing concern, it is essential to critically evaluate
the approaches and perspectives put forth by existential risk forerunners. The
critiques presented in this article highlight the importance of maintaining a
balanced perspective, considering the broader systemic issues, and promoting
diversity and inclusion. By engaging in thoughtful discussions that encompass a
wide range of viewpoints, we can better navigate the complexities of existential
risks and work towards a safer and more resilient future.
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What are the implications of how we talk about apocalypse?
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A new philosophical field has emerged. “Existential risk” studies any real or
hypothetical human extinction event in the near or distant future. This movement
examines catastrophes ranging from runaway global warming to nuclear warfare
to malevolent artificial intelligence, deploying a curious mix of utilitarian ethics,
statistical risk analysis, and, controversially, a transhuman advocacy that would
aim to supersede almost all extinction scenarios. The proponents of existential
risk thinking, led by Oxford philosopher Nick Bostrom, have seen their work gain
immense popularity, attracting endorsement from Bill Gates and Elon Musk,
millions of dollars, and millions of views. 

Calamity Theory is the first book to examine the rise of this thinking and its
failures to acknowledge the ways some communities and lifeways are more at
risk than others and what it implies about human extinction.

Forerunners: Ideas First is a thought-in-process series of breakthrough digital
publications. Written between fresh ideas and finished books, Forerunners draws
on scholarly work initiated in notable blogs, social media, conference plenaries,
journal articles, and the synergy of academic exchange. This is gray literature
publishing: where intense thinking, change, and speculation take place in
scholarship.
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