The Wright Brothers Glenn Curtiss And The
Battle To Control The Skies

The Wright Brothers and Glenn Curtiss are renowned figures in the history of
aviation, as they were pivotal in the development and progression of flight. Their
rivalry and clash of ideas, coupled with their relentless pursuit to conquer the
skies, created a captivating battle that pushed the boundaries of human

innovation.

Orville and Wilbur Wright, two brothers from Ohio, are credited with inventing the
world's first successful airplane. Their determination and commitment to realizing
their dream of manned flight led them to build and test numerous gliders and
prototypes. On December 17, 1903, they achieved their goal when they
successfully flew their aircraft, the Wright Flyer, for 12 seconds over a distance of
120 feet at Kitty Hawk, North Carolina.

This groundbreaking accomplishment set the foundation for the aviation industry,
but it also ignited a fierce competition between the Wright Brothers and Glenn

Curtiss, a talented and ambitious inventor and aviator from New York.
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Glenn Curtiss was an influential force in aviation, specializing in the development

of aircraft engines and innovative design concepts. He was a skilled motorcycle
racer and engineer, which gave him a unique perspective on propulsion and
mechanical systems. Curtiss' expertise and inventive insights quickly gained
recognition and attracted the attention of investors, establishing him as a

prominent figure in the aviation community.
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While the Wright Brothers focused on perfecting their flying machine, Curtiss
sought to revolutionize aviation by improving the speed and maneuvering
capabilities of aircraft. He developed the famous Curtiss Pusher biplane, which
incorporated a rear-mounted propeller and a more efficient control system. This
design allowed pilots to have a clear forward view and instigated a shift in aircraft

design worldwide.

The competition between the Wright Brothers and Curtiss intensified as they
collided on matters relating to patents and intellectual property. The Wright
Brothers claimed that their patents covered fundamental principles of
aerodynamics, including wing-warping, which enabled controlled flight. Curtiss,
however, believed that these inventions were already known and used by various

aviators, thereby challenging the validity of the Wright Brothers' patents.

The legal battles between these aviation pioneers lasted for years, with lawsuits,
courtrooms, and patent disputes becoming a common sight. The fight for
recognition and control over the skies captivated the public's attention, as the

world eagerly watched the outcome of this fierce rivalry.



Despite their differences, the Wright Brothers and Curtiss made significant
contributions to aviation. The Wright Brothers continued to refine their aircraft,
eventually inventing the three-axis control system, which allowed pilots to have
more precise control over their machines. Their innovations set the standard for

aircraft design and control that are still fundamental principles in modern aviation

today.
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Curtiss, on the other hand, designed a series of groundbreaking aircraft, including
the iconic Curtiss JN-4 "Jenny." This versatile biplane served as a reliable trainer
during World War | and played a crucial role in introducing aviation to a wider
audience. Curtiss' engineering prowess and determination to improve aircraft

performance greatly influenced future generations of aircraft designers.

The battle between the Wright Brothers and Glenn Curtiss eventually subsided,
as they both realized the importance of cooperation and collaboration in
advancing aviation technology. In 1917, the United States government merged
their respective companies, forming the Curtiss-Wright Corporation. This alliance
brought together the expertise and innovations of both parties, ultimately

contributing to the growth and development of aviation worldwide.

The Wright Brothers and Glenn Curtiss remain legendary figures, symbolizing the
indomitable human spirit and the relentless pursuit of dreams. Their battle to
control the skies not only propelled aviation forward but also left a lasting legacy

that continues to inspire and shape the aerospace industry to this day.
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From acclaimed historian Lawrence Goldstone comes a thrilling narrative of
courage, determination, and competition: the story of the intense rivalry that
fueled the rise of American aviation.

The feud between this nation’s great air pioneers, the Wright brothers and Glenn
Curtiss, was a collision of unyielding and profoundly American personalities. On
one side, a pair of tenacious siblings who together had solved the centuries-old
riddle of powered, heavier-than-air flight. On the other, an audacious motorcycle
racer whose innovative aircraft became synonymous in the public mind with
death-defying stunts. For more than a decade, they battled each other in court, at
air shows, and in the newspapers. The outcome of this contest of wills would
shape the course of aviation history—and take a fearsome toll on the men
involved.

Birdmen sets the engrossing story of the Wrights’ war with Curtiss against the
thrilling backdrop of the early years of manned flight, and is rich with period detail
and larger-than-life personalities: Thomas Scott Baldwin, or “Cap’t Tom” as he
styled himself, who invented the parachute and almost convinced the world that
balloons were the future of aviation; John Moisant, the dapper daredevil who took
to the skies after three failed attempts to overthrow the government of El
Salvador, then quickly emerged as a celebrity flyer; and Harriet Quimby, the
statuesque silent-film beauty who became the first woman to fly across the
English Channel. And then there is Lincoln Beachey, perhaps the greatest aviator
who ever lived, who dazzled crowds with an array of trademark twists and dives
—and best embodied the romance with death that fueled so many of aviation’s

earliest heroes.

A dramatic story of unimaginable bravery in the air and brutal competition on the
ground, Birdmen is at once a thrill ride through flight’s wild early years and a

surprising look at the personal clash that fueled America’s race to the skies.



Praise for Birdmen
“A meticulously researched account of the first few hectic, tangled years of
aviation and the curious characters who pursued it . . . a worthy companion to

Richard Holmes’s marvelous history of ballooning, Falling Upwards.”—Time

“The daredevil scientists and engineers who forged the field of aeronautics spring
vividly to life in Lawrence Goldstone’s history.”—Nature

“The history of the development of an integral part of the modern world and a
fascinating portrayal of how a group of men and women achieved a dream that
had captivated humanity for centuries.”—The Christian Science Monitor
“Captivating and wonderfully presented . . . a fine book about these rival

pioneers.”—The Wall Street Journal

“[A] vivid story of invention, vendettas, derring-do, media hype and patent fights
[with] modern resonance.”—Financial Times
“A powerful story that contrasts soaring hopes with the anchors of ego and

courtroom.”—Kirkus Reviews

“A riveting narrative about the pioneering era of aeronautics in America and
beyond . . . Goldstone raises questions of enduring importance regarding
innovation and the indefinite exertion of control over ideas that go public.”—

Publishers Weekly (starred review)
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