
The Works of Peter of Poitiers: Unveiling the
Hidden Gems of Medieval Theology
In the vast realm of Medieval theology, there are few figures as influential and
revered as Peter of Poitiers. Born in the early 12th century, this visionary scholar
and theologian left an indelible mark on the intellectual landscape of his time,
revolutionizing the way people understood and interpreted religious texts. While
his works may not be as widely known today as those of some of his
contemporaries, the profound insights and thought-provoking ideas contained
within them continue to captivate and inspire scholars around the world.

The Life and Times of Peter of Poitiers

Peter of Poitiers was born in the French city of Poitiers around the year 1130.
Little is known about his early life, but it is believed that he received his education
at the local cathedral school, which was renowned for its theological studies. His
keen intellect and insatiable thirst for knowledge soon became apparent to his
mentors, and it wasn't long before Peter's name began to resonate through the
halls of academia.

After completing his education, Peter of Poitiers embarked on a career as a
professor of theology. He taught at various prestigious institutions, including the
University of Paris, where he became known for his engaging teaching style and
encyclopedic knowledge of religious texts. However, it was his seminal work,
"Historia Scholastica," that cemented his reputation as one of the greatest
theologians of his time.
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The Masterpiece: "Historia Scholastica"

"Historia Scholastica," or "Scholastic History," is undoubtedly Peter of Poitiers'
magnum opus. This ambitious work sought to summarize and systematize the
entirety of the Bible, blending together biblical narratives, historical events, and
theological commentaries into a coherent and comprehensive narrative. To
achieve this, Peter meticulously analyzed and cross-referenced various biblical
passages, weaving them together to form a cohesive whole.

What sets "Historia Scholastica" apart from other theological texts of its era is its
accessibility. Peter of Poitiers understood the importance of making complex
theological concepts understandable to a wide audience, and his writing style
reflects this. He employed clear and concise language, using straightforward
explanations and vivid examples to engage his readers. This approach not only
made the text more comprehensible to the masses but also contributed to its
enduring popularity.

Moreover, the structure of "Historia Scholastica" was groundbreaking for its time.
Peter divided the text into seven books, each representing a different period of
biblical history. Within these books, he further organized the content into chapters
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and subchapters, allowing readers to navigate through the vast theological
landscape with ease. This systematic approach was a pivotal development in the
field of biblical exegesis and laid the groundwork for future scholars.

The Legacy of Peter of Poitiers

The impact of Peter of Poitiers' works extends far beyond the Middle Ages. His
contributions to theological scholarship have left an indelible mark on subsequent
generations of theologians and thinkers. His innovative approach to biblical
interpretation, as exemplified in "Historia Scholastica," paved the way for the
development of scholasticism, a movement that would dominate theological
discourse for centuries.

Furthermore, Peter's emphasis on clarity and accessibility in his writing resonated
with Renaissance humanists, who sought to revive the study of classical texts
and make them more accessible to the general public. His works served as a
beacon of inspiration and a model for future generations, who followed his lead in
making complex theological ideas more approachable.

Despite the immense influence of Peter of Poitiers, his works have often been
overshadowed by the likes of Thomas Aquinas and Peter Lombard. However,
contemporary scholars are uncovering the hidden gems within his writings and
shedding new light on his innovative ideas. Through their efforts, Peter's true
significance is being unveiled, allowing us to appreciate the rich tapestry of
medieval theology in all its glory.

The Works of Peter of Poitiers: A Journey into Medieval Theology

Embarking on a deep dive into the works of Peter of Poitiers is not merely an
intellectual endeavor but a journey through the intricacies of medieval theology.
Exploring the pages of "Historia Scholastica" and other writings by Peter reveals



a world where faith, reason, and interpretation intertwine to create a tapestry of
wisdom and knowledge.

As you delve into his works, you'll encounter thought-provoking ideas that
challenge your preconceptions and offer new perspectives on theological issues.
From his groundbreaking approach to biblical interpretation to his commitment to
making complex concepts accessible, Peter of Poitiers' works are a treasure
trove waiting to be discovered.

The study of Peter of Poitiers not only illuminates the intellectual landscape of the
Middle Ages but also provides valuable insights into the evolution of theological
thought. His ability to synthesize biblical narratives and historical events, his
commitment to clarity, and his influence on subsequent theologians make him a
figure deserving of greater recognition.

Unlocking the Mind of a Medieval Theologian

In today's fast-paced world, it is easy to overlook the profound contributions of
medieval theologians like Peter of Poitiers. However, by diving into his works, we
gain access to a treasure trove of knowledge and wisdom that continues to shape
our understanding of theology.

So, let us embark on a journey through the works of Peter of Poitiers, unlocking
the mind of this visionary theologian and uncovering the hidden gems of medieval
theology. Step into a world where intellectual curiosity, faith, and reason
intertwine, and prepare to be captivated by the brilliance of Peter's thought.
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Of the authentic works of Peter of Poitiers the Sententiarum libri quinque is the
most important. It is a personal work con taining in summary form the whole field
of twelfth century theology. In dogmatic questions our author is largely dependent
upon Peter Lombard. On the other hand, he is far superior to the Lombard as a
moral theologian. His modification of the order of the tracts in the Sentences of
his master, that is, his placing of the tract on the virtues before the tract on the
Incarna tion, gave greater prominence to moral theology, which from then on
continued to develop in the systematic theological com pendia or Summae. Also
to be noted are his new division of theology into five parts, and his use of rational
speculation in the solving of theological questions.
In the field of allegorical interpretation of Scripture, his Distinctiones super
psalterium forms part of a trilogy of works, which mark a new point of departure in
bilibical commentaries on the psalter, while his Allegoriae super tabernaculum
Moysis contain important observations for our further understanding of mediaeval
scriptural exegesis.
The Compendium historiae in genealogia Christi, however dry it may seem to us
now, was utilized in the writing of history for some three hundred years. It is of
unquestionable importance, therefore, for mediaeval historiography. The
inscribing of the biblical genealogies upon skins, which were hung around the
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walls of the classroom, much as are maps and charts in our modern
schoolrooms, — an invention attributed to Peter of Poitiers — re veals that visual
education was not unknown in the twelfth century.
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