
The Valtellina And Unesco Making Global
Landscape: A Symbiotic Relationship
The Valtellina, nestled in the Lombardy region of northern Italy, is a hidden gem
that has captured the hearts of locals and tourists alike. This picturesque valley,
with its breathtaking landscapes and rich cultural heritage, is a testament to the
harmonious coexistence of man and nature. It comes as no surprise that the
Valtellina has been recognized by UNESCO as a Global Landscape, celebrating
the beauty and sustainable development of this region.

So, what makes the Valtellina such a unique and deserving recipient of this
prestigious title? Let's delve deeper into the captivating world of this enchanting
valley and uncover the symbiotic relationship between the Valtellina and
UNESCO.

The Valtellina: A Natural Marvel

As you traverse through the Valtellina, you are greeted by an awe-inspiring
panorama of towering mountains, lush green meadows, and crystal-clear lakes.
The Alpine landscape, with its pristine beauty, has been carefully preserved by
the inhabitants of the valley, who have embraced sustainable agricultural
practices and environmental conservation.
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The Valtellina is renowned for its vineyards, producing some of Italy's finest
wines. The steep terraces that adorn the hillsides are a testament to the ingenuity
and determination of the local farmers who have transformed this challenging
terrain into a fertile landscape. The region's unique microclimate, influenced by
the nearby Alps, provides the perfect conditions for growing Nebbiolo grapes, the
key ingredient in Valtellina's famous red wines.

But the Valtellina is not just about wine; it is a treasure trove of culinary delights.
The valley is known for its delicious local specialties, ranging from pizzoccheri, a
hearty buckwheat pasta dish, to bresaola, air-dried beef seasoned with aromatic
herbs. Every bite is a gastronomic journey, offering a glimpse into the rich cultural
heritage of the region.

Unesco: Recognizing Excellence

In 2014, the Valtellina was granted the prestigious title of UNESCO Global
Landscape, joining the ranks of other notable sites that embody the principles of
sustainable development and cultural preservation. This recognition underscores
the valley's commitment to maintaining a delicate balance between economic
progress and environmental conservation.

UNESCO's acknowledgment of the Valtellina as a Global Landscape serves as a
catalyst for further efforts in sustainable development and cultural preservation.
The valley's inhabitants, in collaboration with local authorities and stakeholders,
strive to ensure the long-term preservation of this natural marvel for future
generations to enjoy.
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The UNESCO recognition has also opened doors for international collaborations
and partnerships. The Valtellina has become a model for other regions striving to
achieve sustainable development and preserve their unique landscapes. The
knowledge and expertise gained from this symbiotic relationship enable the valley
to share its success story across the globe, inspiring others to follow in its
footsteps.

Promoting Responsible Tourism

With its newfound global recognition, the Valtellina has experienced a surge in
tourism, attracting visitors from far and wide. As more people embark on a
journey to explore the valley's wonders, there is an increased responsibility to
promote responsible tourism practices.

The local communities have embraced this challenge wholeheartedly, offering
eco-friendly accommodations and organizing guided tours that educate visitors
about the delicate ecosystems and cultural heritage of the Valtellina. By fostering
an appreciation for the region's natural and cultural treasures, tourists become
ambassadors for sustainable tourism, ensuring the longevity of this incredible
landscape for generations to come.

The Future looks Bright for the Valtellina

As the Valtellina continues to thrive under the UNESCO Global Landscape title,
the future looks promising for this hidden paradise. The symbiotic relationship
between the valley and UNESCO serves as a guiding light for sustainable
development, acting as an inspiration for other regions facing similar challenges.

With its commitment to preserving its unique landscapes, embracing sustainable
agricultural practices, and promoting responsible tourism, the Valtellina stands as
a testament to humanity's ability to coexist harmoniously with nature. This



captivating valley is a testament to the power of collaboration and serves as a
beacon of hope in an ever-changing world.

So, if you're looking for a destination that offers a blend of breathtaking
landscapes, rich cultural heritage, and a commitment to sustainability, look no
further than the Valtellina. Embark on a journey to this remarkable UNESCO
Global Landscape and be prepared to be captivated by its beauty, traditions, and
the harmonious symbiosis between man and nature.
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Global in scope and transdisciplinary in method, this work examines the process
through which local historic landscapes become global heritage sites. The
Valtellina, a valley in the Italian Alps, is known for being unusually fertile for its
elevation and latitude, and for the dry stone terraces on its steep hillsides that
make this fertility possible. ProVinea, a local nonprofit, has applied to UNESCO to
inscribe these landscapes onto its World Heritage list, representing the
construction and use of the terraces as the heroic transformation of barren slopes
into fertile fields. Drawing on Michel Serres’ theory of serial parasitism, this study
demonstrates how ProVinea discursively and materially remakes the landscapes
by culling the advantageous, eliminating the detrimental, and assembling the
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dispersed. A casualty of this process is a more complex and complete truth, one
that this book aims to restore, while also acknowledging the validity of World
Heritage’s efforts to build a global culture and ProVinea’s desire to connect to it.
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