
The Untouchables: Dalits' Past, Present, and
the Hopeful Future
India, a diverse and culturally rich country, has faced numerous challenges
throughout its history. One such challenge has been the age-old caste system,
which has deeply affected certain groups within society. Among these groups, the
Dalits have had a particularly challenging journey, marked by social
discrimination, oppression, and struggle for equality. In this article, we will explore
the past, present, and future of the Dalits, shedding light on their amazing
resilience and the hope for a better tomorrow.

The Historical Background

The roots of the caste system can be traced back thousands of years, to ancient
Hindu scriptures and religious texts. According to this system, society was divided
into four primary castes, each with its distinct social position. At the bottom of this
hierarchy were the Dalits, formerly known as "Untouchables."

The Dalits faced severe discrimination and were considered impure. They were
restricted to occupations that were deemed "unclean," such as scavenging,
manual labor, and other menial jobs. As a result, they were marginalized and
subjected to immense socio-economic hardships.
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The Present Struggles

Despite India's progress in various fields, the Dalits still face discrimination and
inequality in the present day. Although constitutional safeguards, laws, and
affirmative action programs have been introduced to uplift the Dalits, societal
change has been slow. They continue to suffer from social stigma, limited access
to education, healthcare, and decent employment opportunities.

Violence against Dalits is also a pressing issue. Incidents of caste-based violence
and atrocities are reported regularly, highlighting the deep-rooted prejudices that
persist within society. These acts not only inflict physical harm but also cause
psychological trauma, perpetuating a cycle of fear and oppression.

Empowerment and Activism

Despite the challenges they face, Dalits have exhibited immense strength and
resilience. Over the years, many individuals from the Dalit community have risen
to prominence and become catalysts for change. They have fiercely fought
against discrimination, advocating for their rights and equal treatment.

Various Dalit organizations and social activists have emerged, working tirelessly
to empower Dalits and raise awareness about their plight. Movements demanding
justice and equality, such as the Dalit Panther Movement and the Bahujan Samaj
Party, have played significant roles in mobilizing communities to fight against
discrimination.
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A Glimpse into the Future

While the struggle for Dalit rights and equality continues, there is hope for a
brighter future. Education plays a crucial role in empowering individuals and
breaking free from the cycle of oppression. Efforts are being made to increase
educational opportunities for Dalit children, ensuring they have access to quality
education that can help uplift their communities.

Furthermore, activism and increased awareness about caste discrimination have
led to a greater focus on societal change. As the younger generation becomes
more vocal and aware, there is a growing acknowledgment that discrimination
based on caste is unacceptable and needs to be eradicated.

The government, civil society, and various organizations are working together to
create inclusive and equal opportunities for Dalits. Policies are being
implemented to bridge the socio-economic gap, promote affirmative action, and
create an environment where everyone can thrive without being defined by their
caste.

In

The story of the Dalits is one of both struggle and resilience. Despite the
challenges they face, the Dalit community continues to fight for their rights,
empower themselves, and demand equal treatment. Through education, activism,
and a collective desire for change, the future holds the promise of a society
where caste discrimination becomes a thing of the past.

As we move forward, it is crucial for society at large to understand the historical
injustices faced by the Dalits and actively work towards an inclusive India. Only
then can we truly embrace the principles of equality, justice, and compassion that
define a progressive nation.
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This book is a comprehensive to Dalits in India from their origin to the present
day. Despite a plethora of provisions for affirmative action in the Indian
Constitution, Dalits still suffer exclusion on various counts. The book traces the
multifarious changes that befell them through history, germination of Dalit
consciousness during the colonial period and its f lowering under the legendary
leadership of Babasaheb Ambedkar. It provides critical insights to their
degeneration during the post-Ambedkar period, taking stock of all significant
developments therein such as the rise of the Bahujan Samaj Party, Dalit
capitalism, NGOization of the Dalit discourse and the various implicit or explicit
emancipation schemas thrown up by them. It also discusses ideology, implicit
strategy and tactics of the Dalit movement, touches upon one of the most
contentious issues of increasing divergence between the Dalit and Marxist
movements, and delineates the role of the state, both colonial and post-colonial,
in shaping Dalit politics in particular ways.

This new edition includes a new chapter providing the causal analysis of the rise
of Hindutva under Narendra Modi, its fascist march obliterating the idea of India
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sketched out by the Constitution, and forecasts its future as the Hindu Rashtra –
the Brahmanic-fascist state – which has been the goal of its progenitors.

A tour de force, this book brings to the fore many key contemporary concerns and
will be of great interest to activists, students, scholars and teachers of politics,
political economy, sociology, anthropology, history and social exclusion studies.
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