
The Untold Story of England Maids for
Virginia: Tales of Adventure, Triumph, and
Romance
When we think about the colonization of America, we often envision the early
English settlers braving the challenges of a new land, in search of new
opportunities and a fresh start. However, what history often overlooks is the
pivotal role played by a group of remarkable women known as the "England
Maids for Virginia." These brave and adventurous young women embarked on a
journey filled with danger, hardships, and the promise of a new life on the shores
of the mysterious New World.

The year was 1620 when the Virginia Company of London initiated a plan to
establish a successful colony in the Chesapeake Bay region. To ensure the
longevity and prosperity of this new settlement, the company devised a strategy
that included sending young English women to serve as brides and partners for
the male colonists in Virginia. The women were carefully chosen from humble
backgrounds, often from poor families seeking an escape from poverty and
limited opportunities.

The process began with the collection of interested young women from various
parts of England, particularly from the rural areas where poverty was widespread.
These women, ranging from their late teens to early twenties, were assessed for
their strength, adaptability, and readiness to embark on this unprecedented
adventure.
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Once selected, these courageous women were transported to the bustling port
city of London, where they were housed and prepared for the long and
treacherous voyage across the Atlantic Ocean. Many of these women had never
traveled far from their hometowns, let alone ventured onto a ship bound for an
unknown land.

The journey across the Atlantic was no romantic voyage; it was a perilous and
grueling experience. The maids endured harsh weather conditions, cramped and
unsanitary living quarters, and the constant threat of disease. However, despite
the challenges they faced, these young women displayed incredible resilience
and bravery.

Upon reaching their destination, the England Maids for Virginia were met with
hope and uncertainty. They were immediately introduced to the male colonists,
who were eagerly awaiting their arrival. The young women were assigned to their
prospective partners based on compatibility, mutual interests, and even good
looks.
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For the colonists, these women represented a new beginning, a chance to
establish families and build a thriving community in this untamed land. They
brought with them their English customs, skills, and knowledge, which were
instrumental in shaping the culture and society of colonial Virginia.

Romances quickly blossomed, and marriages were solemnized, leading to the
establishment of numerous families. The England Maids for Virginia played a
crucial role in bolstering the morale of the colony, providing companionship, and
contributing to the growth and development of their new home.

Life in colonial Virginia was demanding and challenging, much different from the
comforts and familiarity of England. The women had to adapt to the harsh
climate, the workload associated with survival, and the constant threat of Native
American attacks. Yet, through their determination and perseverance, they
managed to overcome these obstacles, leaving an indelible mark on the history of
the region.

As the colony flourished and prospered, the England Maids for Virginia became
valued members of the community, revered for their strength, resilience, and
enduring spirit. Their descendants, who can be found throughout Virginia and the
wider United States, proudly carry the torch of their ancestors.

Today, the England Maids for Virginia remain a cherished but often overlooked
part of American history. Their stories are a testament to the adventurous spirit
and tenacity of these remarkable women who risked everything for a chance at a
better life.

In , the England Maids for Virginia played an integral role in the early colonization
of America. Their bravery, resilience, and determination paved the way for a new
future in a foreign land. Their contributions to society and the legacy they left



behind cannot be understated. It is through their stories that we gain a deeper
understanding of the challenges faced by these pioneering women and the
courage it took to persevere.
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Jamestown, England's first real foothold in the New World, was fraught with
danger -- from starvation and disease to violent skirmishes between colonists and
the native populations. Mortality rates were impossibly high: Six out of seven
settlers died within the first few years. How clear these and other perils were
made to the fifty-six young women who left their homes and boarded ships in
England in 1621, nearly fifteen years after Jamestown's founding, is not known.
But we do know who they were. Their ages ranged from sixteen to twenty-eight,
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and they were deemed "young and uncorrupt." Each had a bride price of 150
pounds of tobacco set by the Virginia Company, which funded their voyage.
Though the women had all gone of their own free will, they were to be sold into
marriage, generating a profit for investors and helping ensure the colony's long-
term viability.

Without letters or journals (young women from middling classes had not generally
been taught to write), Jennifer Potter turned to the Virginia Company's merchant
lists -- which were used as a kind of sales catalog for prospective husbands -- as
well as censuses, court records, the minutes of Virginia's General Assemblies,
letters to England from their male counterparts, and other such accounts of the
everyday life of the early colonists. In The Jamestown Brides, she spins a
fascinating tale of courage and survival, exploring the women's lives in England
before their departure and their experiences in Jamestown. Some were married
before the ships left harbor. Some were killed in an attack by the native
population only months after their arrival. A few never married at all. In telling the
story of these "Maids for Virginia" Potter sheds light on life for women in early
modern England and in the New World.
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