
The Untold Story of Death In Belmont: A
Gripping Account by Sebastian Junger
When it comes to true crime novels, Sebastian Junger has made a name for
himself as a master storyteller. In his book, "Death In Belmont", Junger delves
deep into a haunting and unsolved murder case that shocked the small town of
Belmont, Massachusetts.
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The Mystery That Rocked Belmont

Set in the 1960s, "Death In Belmont" tells the story of a brutal murder that
occurred just a stone's throw away from the author's childhood home. While the
book focuses on the details of the murder, it also sheds light on the potential
miscarriage of justice that followed.
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The victim, Bessie Goldberg, was an elderly woman who was found strangled in
her own home. The prime suspect, Roy Smith, was a black man who happened
to be working in Junger's family home on the day of the murder. Amidst racial
tensions and pressure to solve the case quickly, Smith was convicted and
sentenced to life in prison.

Junger skillfully weaves together personal anecdotes, historical context, and in-
depth research to reconstruct the events surrounding the murder. He provides
readers with a nuanced perspective, raising questions about the role that race,
narrative bias, and societal pressure played in Smith's conviction.

The Power of Narrative
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One of the key strengths of "Death In Belmont" is Junger's ability to capture the
reader's attention and maintain it throughout. By blending the emotions and
memories from his own childhood with the facts of the case, Junger creates a
powerful narrative that immerses readers in the story.

This immersive approach allows readers to understand the broader implications
of the murder beyond the immediate crime scene. Junger explores themes of
justice, prejudice, and the fragility of community, leaving readers both captivated
and contemplative.

The Unforgettable Characters

In "Death In Belmont", Junger introduces readers to a wide array of individuals
connected to the case. From the victims' family to the lawyers and investigators
involved, each character is vividly portrayed, making them come alive on the
pages.

By painting an intimate portrait of these individuals, Junger challenges readers to
confront their own biases and reconsider their initial judgments. This character-
driven approach adds depth to the story and keeps readers invested until the very
end.

An Exploration of True Crime

While "Death In Belmont" is a true crime story, it goes beyond mere
sensationalism. Junger uses the murder as a vehicle to explore larger societal
issues, challenging readers to question their assumptions and confront
uncomfortable truths.

Through meticulous research and storytelling finesse, Junger presents a gripping
narrative that leaves no stone unturned. He uncovers new evidence, reexamines



key witnesses, and forces readers to confront the inherent flaws of the criminal
justice system.

The Legacy of "Death In Belmont"

Sebastian Junger's "Death In Belmont" is a thought-provoking and unforgettable
book that raises important questions about truth, justice, and the power of
personal narratives. By bringing to light a forgotten murder case, Junger gives a
voice to those who were marginalized and challenges readers to reconsider long-
held beliefs.

Whether you're a fan of true crime or simply enjoy a well-crafted piece of
storytelling, "Death In Belmont" is a must-read. Prepare to be captivated,
enlightened, and deeply moved by this extraordinary account.
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A fatal collision of three lives in the most intriguing and original crime story since
In Cold Blood.

In the spring of 1963, the quiet suburb of Belmont, Massachusetts, is rocked by a
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shocking sex murder that exactly fits the pattern of the Boston Strangler. Sensing
a break in the case that has paralyzed the city of Boston, the police track down a
black man, Roy Smith, who cleaned the victim's house that day and left a receipt
with his name on the kitchen counter. Smith is hastily convicted of the Belmont
murder, but the terror of the Strangler continues.

On the day of the murder, Albert DeSalvo—the man who would eventually
confess in lurid detail to the Strangler's crimes—is also in Belmont, working as a
carpenter at the Jungers' home. In this spare, powerful narrative, Sebastian
Junger chronicles three lives that collide—and ultimately are destroyed—in the
vortex of one of the first and most controversial serial murder cases in America.
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