
The Untold Story of Ancient Non-Greek
Rhetorics: Unveiling the Secrets of Lauer in
Rhetoric and Composition

Rhetoric, as broadly defined, refers to the art of persuasion through effective
communication. While Ancient Greek rhetorics, such as those championed by
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famous philosophers like Aristotle and Plato, are well-known and widely studied,
the ancient non-Greek rhetorics have remained relatively obscured and
overlooked. This article aims to shed light on the fascinating world of ancient non-
Greek rhetorics, with a special focus on the invaluable contributions of Lauer in
Rhetoric and Composition.

The Diversity of Ancient Non-Greek Rhetorics

The concept of rhetoric was not only found in ancient Greece but was also
prevalent in other civilizations across the globe. From the rich traditions of Indian
rhetoric to the intricate techniques of Egyptian rhetoric, the non-Greek rhetorics
offer a vast array of insights and perspectives.
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The Indian Rhetoric Tradition

In ancient India, an elaborate system of rhetoric known as "Alamkara" flourished.
Alamkara emphasized the use of figurative language, poetic devices, and
intricate patterns of speech to convey powerful emotions and ideas. Its principles
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were extensively explored in classical Sanskrit texts, such as the "Kavya Shastra"
by Bharata and the "Dhvanyaloka" by Anandavardhana.

The Egyptian Rhetoric Tradition

Ancient Egypt, known for its advanced civilization, also had a profound influence
on the development of rhetoric. The Egyptians utilized rhetoric in various fields,
including religious discourse, political speeches, and legal arguments. Their
emphasis on skillful oratory and the art of persuasion can be observed in the
complex rituals of the Egyptian priesthood and the writings found on ancient
papyri.

The Contributions of Lauer in Rhetoric and Composition

Dr. Janice M. Lauer, a prominent scholar in the field of Rhetoric and Composition,
has significantly contributed to our understanding of ancient non-Greek rhetorics.
Through her extensive research and groundbreaking publications, she has
unearthed hidden rhetorical gems and brought them to the forefront of academic
discussions.

Reclaiming Lost Knowledge

Lauer's work has focused on reclaiming and reviving the lost rhetorical traditions
of ancient civilizations. By delving into diverse cultural texts, she has revealed the
sophistication and complexity of these rhetorical practices and their relevance in
contemporary communication.

Challenging Western-Centric Perspectives

One of the most significant contributions of Lauer's research is challenging the
prevailing Western-centric perspectives on rhetoric. By mainstreaming non-Greek
rhetorics, she has expanded the discourse on rhetoric, allowing for a more
inclusive and comprehensive understanding of the field.



Bridging the Gap Between Ancient and Modern

Lauer's work acts as a bridge between ancient and modern rhetorical practices.
By establishing connections and highlighting the enduring principles of rhetoric
across time and cultures, she offers valuable insights for contemporary scholars
to enhance their own rhetorical skills and theories.

Ancient non-Greek rhetorics have long been overshadowed by their Greek
counterparts. However, the research and scholarly endeavors of individuals like
Dr. Janice M. Lauer have brought these forgotten traditions into the limelight. By
understanding and appreciating the diversity of ancient non-Greek rhetorics, we
can enrich our understanding of rhetoric as a whole and continue to evolve and
refine our own communication skills.
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Ancient Non-Greek Rhetorics contributes to the recovery and understanding of
ancient rhetorics in non-Western cultures and other cultures that developed
independently of classical Greco-Roman models. Contributors analyze facets of
the rhetorics as embedded within the particular cultures of ancient China, Egypt,
Mesopotamia, the ancient Near East more generally, Israel, Japan, India, and
ancient Ireland.
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