The Untold Story Of Pearl Hart - The Wild
West's Most Notorious Woman Bandit

The old wild west was a place of lawlessness and mayhem, where outlaws
reigned supreme. In this vast and untamed landscape, many men gained

notoriety for their daring robberies and violent escapades. However, there was
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one woman who stood out among them all - Pearl Hart, the wild west's most

notorious female bandit.

Early Life and Escape from Convention

Pearl Hart, born Pearl Taylor, was born in Ontario, Canada in 1871. From an early
age, she exhibited a fierce spirit and a desire for adventure. As a young woman,

she defied societal norms and set out on a journey to fulfill her dreams.
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In 1893, at the age of 22, Pearl married a man named Frederick Hart. However,
her marriage soon turned sour, and she found herself trapped in an unhappy and
abusive relationship. Determined to escape her oppressive circumstances, Pearl

decided to take matters into her own hands.

The Great Train Robbery

In 1899, Pearl Hart embarked on a daring and audacious plan - she decided to

rob a stagecoach. Alongside her partner-in-crime, Joe Boot, Pearl planned to
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ambush a stagecoach carrying a large sum of money. This would prove to be her

most infamous and notorious act.

On May 30, 1899, Pearl and Joe executed their plan with precision. They
intercepted a stagecoach traveling from Florence to Globe, Arizona, and
brandished their weapons. With a combination of intimidation and fear, they
succeeded in stealing approximately $4315 from the passengers and the

strongbox.

The Capture and Infamous Trial

As news of the robbery spread, law enforcement agencies across the country
launched a manhunt to apprehend the notorious bandits. However, Pearl and Joe
managed to elude capture for several months, hiding out in various locations

across the west.

Eventually, their luck ran out. In September 1899, Pearl and Joe were
apprehended by a posse in Arizona. They were quickly taken into custody and

transported to Florence to await trial.

Pearl's trial became the talk of the town, captivating the nation with its unusual
circumstances. Not only was Pearl a woman accused of a crime typically
committed by men, but her defiant attitude and bold courtroom behavior made

her a symbol of resistance against societal norms.

The Legacy of Pearl Hart

Despite her notoriety and the attention surrounding her trial, Pearl Hart's story
eventually faded into obscurity. After serving three years in prison, she was

released on good behavior and disappeared from the public eye.



The legacy of Pearl Hart, however, lives on as a testament to the wild and
untamed spirit of the old west. Her daring actions and refusal to conform to

societal expectations continue to inspire and fascinate to this day.

In

Pearl Hart, the wild west's most notorious woman bandit, defied convention and
made a name for herself in an era dominated by men. Her audacious robbery and
defiant attitude continue to capture the imagination of people worldwide,

cementing her place in the annals of western folklore.
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A True West magazine Best Book of 2021, a nominee for the MPIBA Annual
Reading the West Book Award, and a Top Pick
in the Annual Southwest Books of the Year by Pima County Public Library

“[A] true-life adventure saga about the female outlaw who robbed a stagecoach at

gunpoint in Arizona in 1899.” —New York Times Book Review
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The little-known story of Pearl Hart, the most famous female bandit in the

American West.

On May 30, 1899, history was made when Pearl Hart, disguised as a man, held
up a stagecoach in Arizona and robbed the passengers at gunpoint. A manhunt
ensued as word of her heist spread, and Pearl Hart went on to become a media
sensation and the most notorious female outlaw on the Western frontier. Her
early life, family and fate after her later release from prison have long remained a

mystery to scholars and historians—until now.

Drawing on groundbreaking research into territorial records and genealogical
data, ’s is the first book to uncover the enigma of Pearl Hart. Hailed by many as
“The Bandit Queen,” her epic life of crime and legacy as a female trailblazer
provide a crucial lens into the lives of the rare women who made their mark in the

American West.
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The old wild west was a place of lawlessness and mayhem, where
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