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Step back in time to the era of brave soldiers and epic battles. World War Il, a
defining moment in modern history, withessed the remarkable valor and
relentless efforts of countless military units. Among these heroes were the

unforgettable US Cavalry Units, whose unwavering dedication played a
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significant role in reshaping the course of the war. This article delves into the
remarkable tales of these cavalry units, highlighting their audacity, sacrifices, and

indomitable spirit.

The Birth of the US Cavalry Units

Before we embark on our journey through the valiant acts of the US Cavalry Units
during World War 1, let us take a moment to understand their origin. The US
Cavalry traces its roots back to the Revolutionary War when George Washington
formed the first mounted units in 1776. These cavalry units primarily served in
reconnaissance and communication roles, utilizing their horses to traverse vast

distances quickly.
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Over the years, the US Cavalry Units evolved and adapted with changing times,
making their mark on various conflicts, from the Indian Wars to World War |.
However, it was during World War Il that these units truly proved their mettle,

contributing significantly to the victory of the Allied forces.
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The Remarkable Contributions of US Cavalry Units during World
War Il

The US Cavalry Units played a crucial role in almost every theater of operations
during World War Il. They exemplified unparalleled bravery, resilience, and

strategic thinking, earning their place among the great military units of history.

1. First Cavalry Division

The First Cavalry Division ("First Team") left an indelible mark on the Pacific
theater of operations. Originally trained for horse-mounted warfare, this division
underwent a transformation into a highly mobile mechanized force, utilizing tanks,

armored vehicles, and other cutting-edge technology.

One of the most remarkable feats of the First Cavalry Division was their
involvement in the Battle of Leyte. Despite fierce resistance from the Japanese
forces, the First Team successfully landed on the beaches of Leyte and secured
the crucial airfields. This victory paved the way for Gen. Douglas MacArthur's

return to the Philippines, deemed one of the turning points in the Pacific war.

2. 2nd Cavalry Regiment

Known as the "Garryowen Regiment," the 2nd Cavalry Regiment boasted a
remarkable combat record in Europe during World War II. With origins dating
back to the 19th century, this cavalry regiment played a crucial role in
reconnaissance, engaging enemy forces, and safeguarding key transportation

routes.

One of the most notable moments in the 2nd Cavalry Regiment's history was the
Battle of Hurtgen Forest. Despite unfavorable weather conditions, rugged terrain,

and tenacious German resistance, the regiment fearlessly pressed forward,



playing a pivotal role in the eventual capture of the Roer River and subsequent

advance into Germany.

3. 9th Armored Division

The 9th Armored Division, also known as the "Phantom Division," made
significant contributions in the European theater of operations during World War
Il. Renowned for their lightning-fast movements and cunning tactics, this division
played a vital role in multiple operations, from the Battle of the Bulge to the

eventual defeat of the Nazi regime.

One of the most iconic battles involving the 9th Armored Division was the Battle
of Remagen. In an audacious act, the division seized the Ludendorff Bridge
intact, enabling an invaluable crossing of the Rhine River by the advancing Allied
forces. This strategic triumph dealt a severe blow to the German defenses and

expedited the collapse of the Nazi regime.

The Legacy of US Cavalry Units

The valor and accomplishments of the US Cavalry Units during World War Il left
an enduring legacy. These units demonstrated the necessity of adaptable and
versatile forces, utilizing both mounted and mechanized warfare strategies to

achieve success.

Beyond their military achievements, the US Cavalry Units profoundly impacted
the cavalry's role in modern warfare. World War |l marked a turning point in
history, signaling the diminishing significance of traditional cavalry tactics and the

rise of mechanized forces that would dominate future conflicts.

In



The US Cavalry Units of World War Il were more than just soldiers on horseback;
they were the embodiment of bravery, sacrifice, and determination. In the face of
adversity, they pressed forward, playing pivotal roles in battles that altered the

course of history.

Today, we honor these unsung heroes for their contributions and celebrate their
legacy. The US Cavalry Units serve as a timeless reminder of the indomitable

spirit of those who fought valiantly in the face of unimaginable challenges.
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At the time of Pearl Harbor, the United States Army still had ten cavalry
regiments.The 26th (Filipino Scouts) fought on horseback in the Philippines, while
the rest were fought as infantry. Despite this, the cavalry units maintained their
own unique traditions, and identity as they saw action in the Pacific and China-
Burma-India theatre. This book covers all of the US cavalry units to see action
during World War I1. It includes the little-covered Texan National Guard regiments,
who fought beside ex-Merrill's Marauders as a deep penetration unit. It also
contains color-plates of the uniforms of the US Army's last mounted cavalry as

well as tropical combat dress worn by the dismounted units.
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