
The Ultimate Guide to Garden Types For
Contemporary Landscape Architecture
Are you looking to create a contemporary landscape architecture design for your
garden? In this guide, we will explore various garden types that are perfect for
creating a modern and stylish outdoor space. From minimalist gardens to urban
rooftop gardens, we will cover it all.

1. Minimalist Gardens

Minimalist gardens are characterized by clean lines, simple shapes, and a focus
on functionality. These gardens tend to be less cluttered and create a sense of
open space. Minimalist gardens often feature a limited color palette with a focus
on greenery and carefully selected plants. Consider using concrete, steel, and
glass elements to enhance the modern feel of your minimalist garden.

2. Zen Gardens

If you're looking to create a peaceful and serene garden, a Zen garden might be
the perfect choice for you. Zen gardens are inspired by traditional Japanese
gardens and aim to create a sense of tranquility. Raked gravel or sand, carefully
placed rocks, and lush greenery are common elements in Zen gardens. Consider
adding a water feature such as a small pond or a bamboo fountain to further
enhance the calming effect.
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3. Urban Rooftop Gardens

If you have limited outdoor space or live in an urban area, a rooftop garden can
be a great solution. Rooftop gardens are not only aesthetically pleasing but also
provide insulation, reduce urban heat, and improve air quality. Make sure to
consider the weight-bearing capacity of your rooftop and consult with a
professional to ensure your garden is safe and structurally sound.

4. Tropical Gardens

Bring a touch of the tropics to your contemporary landscape architecture with a
vibrant and lush tropical garden. Tropical gardens typically feature exotic plants,
vibrant flowers, and an abundance of foliage. Consider using bold colors, textured
leaves, and architectural plants to create a sense of drama and create a tropical
oasis in your own backyard.

5. Mediterranean Gardens

If you're a fan of warm and sunny climates, a Mediterranean garden might be the
perfect choice for you. Inspired by the coastal regions of Europe, Mediterranean
gardens feature a combination of hardy plants, aromatic herbs, and a variety of
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textures. Add terracotta pots, stone pathways, and a pergola covered in climbing
vines to achieve a truly Mediterranean feel.

6. Cottage Gardens

Cottage gardens are known for their romantic and nostalgic charm. These
gardens often feature a mix of colorful flowers, flowing borders, and whimsical
elements. Consider using traditional cottage garden plants such as roses,
lavender, and hollyhocks, and add a rustic bench or a trellis covered in climbing
flowers to complete the look.

7. Contemporary Formal Gardens

If you prefer a more structured and formal garden, a contemporary formal garden
might be the ideal choice. These gardens feature geometric shapes, well-defined
lines, and carefully manicured plants. Consider adding symmetrical plant beds,
hedges, and topiaries to achieve a sophisticated and polished look.

8. Japanese Gardens

Japanese gardens are known for their harmony and balance. These gardens
often incorporate natural elements such as rocks, water features, and moss to
create a tranquil atmosphere. Use a combination of evergreen plants, carefully
pruned shrubs, and ornamental grasses to achieve a Japanese garden look.

9. Vertical Gardens

If you have limited ground space, a vertical garden can be a creative and space-
saving solution. Vertical gardens utilize vertical surfaces such as walls or fences
to grow plants vertically. Consider using hanging baskets, wall planters, or vertical
planters to create a stunning green wall that adds visual interest to your
contemporary landscape architecture.



10. Native Gardens

Native gardens focus on using plants that are native to the region you live in.
These gardens benefit local wildlife, require less maintenance, and promote
biodiversity. Research the native plants in your area and use them to create a
beautiful and sustainable garden that blends seamlessly with the surrounding
environment.

Now that you have a variety of garden types to choose from, you can create a
contemporary landscape architecture design that suits your personal style and
preferences. Whether you prefer a minimalist garden, a tropical oasis, or a Zen
retreat, there is a garden type for everyone. Start planning your garden
transformation today and enjoy the beauty and serenity of your outdoor space.
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With their centuries-long development, the English landscape garden, the formal
French garden, as well Japanese and Chinese gardens constitute an
unparalleled repository of design solutions familiar throughout the world. They are
frequently drawn upon as reference works, but often in a piecemeal and
haphazard fashion and from botanical or art-historical vantage points.
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That is where the books of this new series come in. They present the various
garden types from the perspective of contemporary landscape and garden
design. Starting from the formidable beauty of the world’s most distinguished
gardens, they point the way toward the essential compositional principles, the
plants most commonly utilized and their most characteristic uses, and the
possibilities for employing them in contemporary projects, thus providing readers
with a rich source of inspiration for their own designs and creations.

The panorama of "The Chinese Garden" stretches from the surviving historical
gardens all the way to such modern examples as the garden at the Bank of China
in Hong Kong (designed by I. M. Pei), Ai Weiwei’s Yiwu Riverbank Park, the
Garden of Flowering Fragrance in the Los Angeles, California, region and the
Garden of Awakening Orchids in Portland, Oregon.
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