
The Ultimate Flight Instructor Guide to
Scenario Based Training
Are you a flight instructor looking for effective ways to train your students?
Scenario-based training (SBT) is a powerful teaching methodology that can take
your instruction to the next level. By creating realistic scenarios that simulate real-
life flying situations, you can help your students develop practical skills and
decision-making abilities.

What is Scenario Based Training?

Scenario-based training is an instructional method that presents flight training in a
contextual format. Instead of simply teaching individual skills and maneuvers in
isolation, SBT immerses students in realistic scenarios that they might encounter
during their flying career. This approach helps bridge the gap between theory and
practice, making the learning experience more engaging and rewarding.

Traditional flight training methods often focus on repetitive practice of maneuvers
in a controlled environment, but this approach does not adequately prepare
students for real-world situations. SBT, on the other hand, enables students to
apply their knowledge in various scenarios and develop critical thinking skills
necessary for safe and efficient flying.
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Benefits of Scenario-Based Training

Scenario-based training offers numerous advantages over traditional methods.
Here are just a few:

1. Real-life application: SBT allows students to transfer theoretical knowledge
into practical situations, enhancing their understanding of how to handle real-
life challenges.

2. Decision-making skills: By exposing students to complex scenarios with
multiple options, SBT helps them develop effective decision-making skills in
high-pressure situations.

3. Risk management: SBT allows students to practice risk assessment and
management in a controlled environment, reducing the chances of accidents
or mistakes in actual flight operations.

4. Critical thinking: Through SBT, students learn to think critically and analyze
situations, which is vital for pilot decision-making and problem-solving.

5. Engaging learning experience: The immersive nature of scenario-based
training keeps students motivated and actively involved in their learning
process, leading to better knowledge retention and skill acquisition.

Implementing Scenario-Based Training

Now that you understand the benefits, let's explore some practical steps to
implement scenario-based training:
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1. Define learning objectives

Clearly articulate the goals you want your students to achieve through scenario-
based training. Identify the key knowledge, skills, and competencies they should
develop.

2. Create realistic scenarios

Design scenarios that reflect real-world flying situations. Consider factors like
weather, navigation, communication, and decision-making elements. Ensure that
the scenarios align with the desired learning outcomes.

3. Provide pre-briefings

Before embarking on each scenario, give thorough pre-briefings to set
expectations and explain the objectives. Brief your students on the scenario's
context, challenges, and desired outcomes.

4. Encourage decision-making and problem-solving

During the scenario, encourage your students to make decisions and solve
problems as if they were in a real-world flying situation. This will help them
develop critical thinking skills and gain confidence in their abilities.

5. Debrief and discuss

After completing each scenario, conduct a comprehensive debriefing session.
Discuss the decisions made, the outcomes, and what could have been done
differently. Encourage open dialogue to facilitate learning and knowledge sharing.

Tips for Success

Here are some additional tips to ensure successful implementation of scenario-
based training:



Encourage student involvement: Actively involve your students in the
scenario creation process. Ask for their input and feedback to make the
scenarios more relatable and engaging.

Use technology: Leverage flight simulators, virtual reality, and other
technology tools to enhance the realism of scenarios and provide a safe
learning environment.

Keep scenarios progressive: Gradually increase the complexity of
scenarios as your students gain proficiency. This allows for gradual skill
development and prevents overwhelming students with overly challenging
situations.

Stay up-to-date: Stay current with industry regulations, best practices, and
emerging technologies to ensure your scenarios reflect real-world flying
standards.

Seek feedback: Regularly seek feedback from your students to evaluate the
effectiveness of your scenario-based training. Adjust and improve based on
their suggestions.

Scenario-based training offers a powerful framework for flight instructors to
enhance their students' learning experience. By creating realistic scenarios and
immersing students in practical situations, you can develop their decision-making
skills, critical thinking abilities, and overall competence as pilots. Follow the steps
outlined in this guide and leverage the benefits of scenario-based training to
prepare your students for success in their flying careers.
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The first comprehensive guide to scenario-based instruction (SBT), this flight
instructor's manual combines latest studies and proven practices. The concrete
guidelines and tips help flight instructors expand their FAA practical test
standards and numerous topics are covered such as systematic risk reduction,
critical and evaluation, including past accidents, and tailoring programs to reach
specific and individualized goals. learn how to build effective, creative scenarios
for IFR training, advanced training, and instrument proficiency.

Using structured scripts, SBT teaches students to consider all aspects of every
flight, from beginning to end. Train Like You Fly is packed with scenarios,
guidelines and tips that will help flight instructors reach well beyond the FAA
Practical Test Standards to help students to train like they fly, so they fly like they
train. In this new Second Edition, the author provides specific narrative examples
of scenario-based training for each chapter and topic.
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