The Tucker Act Landmark Publications:
Exploring the Pillars of Legal Justice

The world of law and justice is built upon a foundation of landmark publications
that have shaped legal systems and provided guidance in complex matters. One

such pivotal piece of legislation is The Tucker Act, a federal law that has had a
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significant impact on the United States legal landscape since its inception in
1887.

What is The Tucker Act?

The Tucker Act is an integral part of legislation governing the jurisdiction of the
United States Court of Federal Claims. It grants the court the power to hear
monetary claims against the United States government that arise under the
Constitution, federal statutes, regulations, and contracts. Named after
Congressman John Randolph Tucker, who sponsored the bill, this Act has paved

the way for fair and just resolutions when disputes arise with the government.
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The Importance of The Tucker Act Landmark Publications

Over the years, several landmark publications have stemmed from The Tucker
Act, providing crucial interpretations and guidelines. These publications serve as

reference points for attorneys and judges, enabling them to navigate legal


http://dl.neutronbyte.com/pdf-file/Wa18oYTP/e/wjkK/OPMw/pkLLx/The-Tucker-Act-LandMark-Publications.pdf
http://dl.neutronbyte.com/pdf-file/Wa18oYTP/e/wjkK/OPMw/pkLLx/The-Tucker-Act-LandMark-Publications.pdf
http://dl.neutronbyte.com/pdf-file/Wa18oYTP/e/wjkK/OPMw/pkLLx/The-Tucker-Act-LandMark-Publications.pdf

complexities with precision and fairness. Let's explore some of the most notable

publications:

1. United States Court of Appeals for the Federal Circuit Decisions

The Tucker Act granted jurisdiction to the United States Court of Appeals for the
Federal Circuit to decide cases involving claims against the United States
government. The decisions made by this court have shaped the interpretation of
The Tucker Act, providing key legal precedents for subsequent cases and

ensuring consistency and fairness across different jurisdictions.

2. General Accounting Office's Principles of Federal Appropriations
Law (Red Book)

The United States Government Accountability Office (GAO) has been
instrumental in providing guidance on Federal Appropriations Law through its
publication known as the "Red Book." This highly regarded publication interprets
The Tucker Act concerning the availability and use of federal funds. It serves as
the authoritative source for attorneys, legislators, and auditors who need to

understand the principles surrounding federal appropriations.

3. U.S. Department of Justice's Civil Resource Manual

The Civil Resource Manual, issued by the U.S. Department of Justice, outlines
procedures, practices, and legal authority for handling civil litigation involving the
federal government. It incorporates The Tucker Act along with other relevant
statutes and regulations to provide comprehensive guidance on matters such as
claims, appeals, settlements, and judgments. Attorneys representing the
government and claimants alike rely on this manual to understand the rules and

strategies involved in federal civil litigation.

The Impact on Legal Proceedings



The Tucker Act and its landmark publications have had a profound impact on
legal proceedings involving the United States government. Firstly, they provide a
clear framework that allows individuals to seek redress for grievances arising
from government actions. It ensures that individuals are not discriminated against

due to the government's immunity from lawsuits.

Secondly, The Tucker Act and its associated publications promote consistency
and predictability in legal outcomes. Attorneys can refer to past decisions and
interpretative materials to guide their arguments in court, allowing for fair and

equal treatment under the law.

In

The Tucker Act and its landmark publications have served as pillars of legal
justice in the United States. They have provided clarity, guidance, and fairness
when dealing with monetary claims against the government. Attorneys, judges,
and individuals seeking justice can rely on these publications to navigate the

complexities of legal proceedings and uphold the principles of a just society.
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THIS CASEBOOK contains a selection of U. S. Court of Appeals decisions that
analyze, discuss and interpret provisions of the Tucker Act. The selection of
decisions spans from 2013 to the date of publication. "[T]he United States, as
sovereign, 'is immune from suit save as it consents to be sued ... and the terms of
its consent to be sued in any court define that court's jurisdiction to entertain the
suit." United States v. Testan, 424 U.S. 392, 399, 96 S.Ct. 948, 47 L.Ed.2d 114
(1976) (quoting United States v. Sherwood, 312 U.S. 584, 586, 61 S.Ct. 767, 85
L.Ed. 1058 (1941)). Consistent with this principle, the Tucker Act confers limited
jurisdiction on the Claims Court to adjudicate claims against the United States.
Brown v. United States, 105 F.3d 621, 623 (Fed.Cir.1997). Hymas v. US, 810 F.
3d 1312 (Fed. Cir. 2016). To bring a claim against the United States, a plaintiff
must identify an unequivocal waiver of sovereign immunity. FAA v. Cooper, ____
U.S.__ , 132 S.Ct. 1441, 1448, 182 L.Ed.2d 497 (2012). Courts are required to
read waivers of sovereign immunity narrowly and construe any ambiguities in the
statutory language in favor of immunity. Id. But "[e]ven when sulits are
authorized[,] they must be brought only in designated courts." United States v.
Shaw, 309 U.S. 495, 501, 60 S.Ct. 659, 84 L.Ed. 888 (1940). This is because "it
rests with Congress to determine not only whether the United States may be
sued, but in what courts the suit may be brought." Minnesota v. United States,
305 U.S. 382, 388, 59 S.Ct. 292, 83 L.Ed. 235 (1939). Franklin-Mason v. Mabus,
742 F. 3d 1051 (DC Cir. 2014).
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