
The Truth About Why David Berkowitz Was
Not Shot
It was the summer of 1977 when fear gripped New York City. David Berkowitz,
also known as the Son of Sam, was on a shooting spree that left six people dead
and several others injured. The city was paralyzed with terror as residents locked
themselves indoors, wondering who would be the next victim of this elusive serial
killer.

However, amidst the chaos and fear, an unsettling question arises - why wasn't
David Berkowitz shot before he could cause so much harm? In this article, we will
dive deep into the circumstances surrounding Berkowitz's crimes and explore the
truth behind why he was not stopped earlier.

The Illusive Nature of the Son of Sam

David Berkowitz, a postal worker from Yonkers, New York, managed to evade
capture for more than a year. His murders were not only ruthless but also
carefully planned, causing panic across the city. Berkowitz would target young
couples sitting in parked cars, shooting them with .44 caliber revolver before
disappearing into the darkness.
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Law enforcement agencies were baffled by Berkowitz's ability to strike without
leaving behind any concrete evidence. The lack of technology and forensic
advancements at the time further complicated their efforts to apprehend him.
Despite the numerous eyewitness accounts and composite sketches, Berkowitz
managed to remain one step ahead.

Missed Opportunities

While investigators were tirelessly working to bring an end to Berkowitz's reign of
terror, a string of missed opportunities plagued their efforts. One of the most
significant instances occurred when a young woman reported a suspicious man
near the scene of one of the shootings. Unfortunately, the report was not given
the attention it deserved, and Berkowitz continued his killing spree.

Another missed opportunity arose when a parking ticket was issued to
Berkowitz's car near the scene of one of the murders. However, due to a clerical
error, the ticket was never followed up on, and the crucial lead went cold.

The Psychological Profile of a Serial Killer

To understand why David Berkowitz was not shot earlier, it is crucial to delve into
the psychological profile of a serial killer. Berkowitz had no criminal record before
his arrest, which made it difficult for law enforcement to identify him as a potential
threat.
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Serial killers often display a remarkable ability to blend into society. They appear
normal, charming, even friendly, which allows them to lull those around them into
a false sense of security. Berkowitz was no exception to this pattern, as he
presented himself as an ordinary individual, making it almost impossible for
anyone to suspect his true nature.

The Role of Fear and Panic

During the time of Son of Sam's reign of terror, the city of New York was caught in
a whirlwind of fear and panic. Fear can be a paralyzing emotion, clouding
judgment and inhibiting action. It is possible that the fear of being mistaken for the
killer prevented vigilant citizens from taking the necessary measures to stop the
shooting spree.

Furthermore, the city was grappling with a massive influx of people leaving in
fear, resulting in decreased police presence. This further weakened the chances
of apprehending Berkowitz before he had the chance to commit more crimes.

The Importance of Hindsight

Looking back, it is easy to question why someone didn't take a shot at David
Berkowitz. However, in the midst of chaos and fear, decisions are not always as
clear-cut as they seem in retrospect. The consequences of taking an innocent life
are grave, and in a bustling city where panic reigns, hindsight offers little solace.

In , there were various factors that contributed to why David Berkowitz was not
shot earlier. The combination of his elusiveness, missed opportunities, the
difficulty in profiling serial killers, and the pervasive state of fear and panic all
played a role in allowing Berkowitz's killing spree to continue for as long as it did.
As we reflect on this dark period in New York City's history, let us ensure that we



remain vigilant and learn from the mistakes made, so that we may prevent such
horrors from happening again.
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An alleged victim of the Son of Sam shares his search for the truth about who
really tried to kill him in this true crime story.

In 1976, a killer who called himself “The Son of Sam” shot and killed a half dozen
people and wounded as many more in New York City. During his crime spree, the
madman left bizarre letters mocking the police and promising more deaths.

After months of terrorizing the city while garnering front-page headlines and
international attention, a man named David Berkowitz was arrested. He
confessed to the shootings, claiming to be obeying a demon that resided in a dog
belonging to his neighbor “Sam.”

Among the alleged victims was Carl Denaro. On the night he was shot, Denaro
was hanging out with some friends at a bar when he met up with a woman named
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Rosemary Keenan. The couple left the bar and went to Keenan’s car for some
privacy. However, a few minutes later, the windows of the car exploded as
Denaro was shot in the head by an unseen assailant. Miraculously, Denaro
survived the attack.

When Berkowitz was arrested, he was charged with trying to kill Denaro.
However, there was a twist. Although he confessed to the other shootings, after
his conviction Berkowitz denied attacking Denaro.

Now, after years of research, Denaro is convinced that Berkowitz was telling the
truth, and that someone else tried to kill him . . .

In “The Son of Sam” and Me, author Carl Denaro with co-author Brian Whitney
(The “Supreme Gentleman” Killer) reveals his search for the truth and his
shocking regarding the real shooter’s identity. Denaro also discusses his
friendship and investigative partnership with Maury Terry, the author of The
Ultimate Evil, which is considered the definitive case study on the theory that
Berkowitz did not act alone.

Includes never-revealed correspondence between Denaro and Berkowitz
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