
The True Story of Murder, Heroism, and the
Dawn of the NAACP
Once upon a time in the heart of America, an extraordinary tale of murder and
heroism unfolded. It was a story that would not only leave a lasting impact on the
nation but also pave the way for the birth of an influential organization dedicated
to the fight for civil rights in the United States. This is the true story of a tragic
event that led to the dawn of the NAACP.

In the early 20th century, the town of Plessy in Louisiana was plagued by racial
prejudice and discrimination. Segregation was deeply ingrained in society, and
African Americans were subjected to a harsh reality of inequality at every turn.
The oppressive Jim Crow laws ensured that racial segregation was the norm
throughout the South, continuing the legacy of slavery long after its legal
abolition.

Amidst this stark environment, a man named Emmett Till emerged as a symbol
that would ignite the flames of change. In the summer of 1955, the 14-year-old
African American boy from Chicago traveled to Mississippi to visit relatives. His
visit would prove to be fateful, as it led to his brutal murder at the hands of two
white men.
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The heinous crime shook the nation to its core. Emmett's mother, Mamie Till-
Mobley, made an incredibly brave decision to have an open-casket funeral,
allowing the mutilated body of her son to be displayed for the world to see. The
shocking images circulated widely, evoking anger, sorrow, and a collective
demand for justice.

Rosetta, Emmett's cousin, and witness to the abduction, faced an agonizing
predicament. Fearful of reprisals, she initially refused to testify against the culprits
in court. However, her conscience wouldn't allow her to remain silent. With the
support of the NAACP, she found the courage to testify, ultimately leading to the
indictment of the two men responsible for Emmett's death.

The trial that followed was a glaring display of the racial divide in America.
Despite overwhelming evidence, an all-white jury acquitted the defendants,
allowing them to walk free. The miscarriage of justice served as a stark reminder
of the power imbalance within the American legal system. African Americans were
denied their rights, and their lives were treated as disposable.

The outrage that followed Emmett Till's murder sparked a nationwide movement.
Activists, both white and black, rallied together to fight for equality and bring an
end to racial violence. It was out of this collective determination that the National
Association for the Advancement of Colored People (NAACP) was born.

Founded in 1909, the NAACP became a leading force in the struggle for civil
rights. Its mission was to ensure the political, educational, social, and economic
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equality of rights for all persons, and to eliminate race-based discrimination. The
organization played a pivotal role in landmark Supreme Court cases, such as
Brown v. Board of Education, which led to the desegregation of schools.

The true story of murder, heroism, and the dawn of the NAACP serves as a stark
reminder of the strength and resilience of those who fought against injustice. It is
a testament to the power of unity and the importance of organizations like the
NAACP in driving lasting change.

As we reflect on this tragic chapter in American history, let us remember the
bravery of those who came before us. Let us honor the memory of Emmett Till
and the countless others who lost their lives in the struggle for racial equality. And
most importantly, let us continue the fight for justice, so that future generations
can live in a world where equality is not just a dream but a reality.
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From New York Times bestselling author Alex Tresniowski comes a “compelling”
(The Guardian) and “riveting” (The New York Times Book Review) true-crime
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thriller recounting the 1910 murder of ten-year-old Marie Smith, the dawn of
modern criminal detection, and the launch of the NAACP.

In the tranquil seaside town of Asbury Park, New Jersey, ten-year-old schoolgirl
Marie Smith is brutally murdered. Small town officials, unable to find the culprit,
call upon the young manager of a New York detective agency for help. It is the
detective’s first murder case, and now, the specifics of the investigation and
daring sting operation that caught the killer is captured in all its rich detail for the
first time.

Occurring exactly halfway between the end of the Civil War in 1865 and the
formal beginning of the Civil Rights Movement in 1954, the brutal murder and its
highly-covered investigation sits at the historic intersection of sweeping national
forces—religious extremism, class struggle, the infancy of criminal forensics, and
America’s Jim Crow racial violence.

History and true crime collide in this “compelling and timely” (Vanity Fair) murder
mystery featuring characters as complex and colorful as those found in the best
psychological thrillers—the unconventional truth-seeking detective Ray Schindler;
the sinister pedophile Frank Heidemann; the ambitious Asbury Park Sheriff
Clarence Hetrick; the mysterious “sting artist,” Carl Neumeister; the indomitable
crusader Ida Wells; and the victim, Marie Smith, who represented all the innocent
and vulnerable children living in turn-of-the-century America.

“Brisk and cinematic” (The Wall Street Journal), The Rope is an important piece
of history that gives a voice to the voiceless and resurrects a long-forgotten true
crime story that speaks to the very divisions tearing at the nation’s fabric today.
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