
The Surprisingly Short History Of
Heterosexuality
In today's world, heterosexuality is considered the norm - the default sexual
orientation, if you will. From a young age, society teaches us that a man and a
woman fall in love, get married, and start a family. But have you ever wondered
about the origins of heterosexuality? How did it become the accepted standard?
Surprisingly, the history of heterosexuality is shorter than you may think.

The Birth of the Concept

Although the term "heterosexual" was not coined until the late 19th century, the
notion of sexual attraction between individuals of opposite sexes has always
existed. However, it was not a prominent aspect of public discourse until much
later.

For centuries, social norms revolved around procreation, economic alliances, and
the preservation of family lineage. Love and sexual attraction often took a
backseat to these practical considerations. The focus was on maintaining societal
structures rather than individual desires.
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It wasn't until the Victorian era that the idea of romantic love gained prominence,
and with it, the concept of heterosexual relationships. Novels and poems depicted
passionate love affairs, and the notion of the "ideal" romantic partnership started
to take shape.

The Heterosexual Movement

Although society began recognizing heterosexuality, it was still not regarded as a
distinct identity in the late 19th and early 20th centuries. The sexual revolution of
the 1960s played a significant role in bringing heterosexuality into the
mainstream. As people started exploring and openly discussing their sexual
preferences, the heterosexuality movement gained traction.

The feminist movement, in particular, played a crucial role in shaping the
discourse around heterosexuality. Women fought for their sexual autonomy and
challenged traditional gender roles. This ultimately expanded the understanding
and acceptance of heterosexuality as a valid sexual orientation.

The Politics of Heterosexuality

As heterosexuality became more established, it was intertwined with political and
social movements. The rise of conservatism in the late 20th century fueled an
emphasis on traditional family structures and the preservation of heterosexual
norms. This further solidified heterosexuality as the dominant sexual orientation.

However, it is important to note that the emphasis on heterosexuality as the norm
has resulted in the marginalization of other sexual orientations. The LGBTQ+
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community has long fought for recognition and equality, challenging the deeply
ingrained belief that heterosexuality is superior or more righteous.

The Future of Heterosexuality

As society becomes more accepting and diverse in its understanding of sexuality,
the future of heterosexuality is likely to evolve. The rise of non-binary and
pansexual identities challenges the binary understanding of sexual orientation,
blurring the lines between heterosexual and homosexual attraction.

It is essential for society to recognize and celebrate the vast spectrum of human
sexuality, rather than confining individuals to predefined categories. By doing so,
we can foster a more inclusive and understanding world for all.

While heterosexuality may seem like an age-old concept, its recognition as a
distinct sexual orientation is relatively recent. The history of heterosexuality stems
from societal norms and cultural shifts throughout the years.

As we continue to progress, it is crucial to acknowledge and respect all sexual
orientations, dismantling the notion that one is superior to the others. By
embracing diversity in sexuality, we can create a more inclusive and accepting
society for everyone, regardless of their orientation.
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It's surprising that the term "heterosexuality" is less than 150 years old and that
heterosexuality's history has never before been written, given how obsessed we
are with it. In Straight, independent scholar Hanne Blank delves deep into the
contemporary psyche as well as the historical record to chronicle the realm of
heterosexual relations--a subject that is anything but straight and narrow.
Consider how Catholic monasticism, the reading of novels, the abolition of
slavery, leisure time, divorce, and constipation of the bowels have all at some
time been labeled enemies of the heterosexual state. With an extensive historical
scope and plenty of juicy details and examples, Straight provides a fascinating
look at the vagaries, schisms, and contradictions of what has so often been
perceived as an irreducible fact of nature.
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