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Welcome to the gripping story of an unforgettable journey that took place in the
summer of 1974. Join me as | recount the adventures, challenges, and personal

growth | experienced during my time in Israel. Get ready to be transported back in
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time and feel the same excitement and wonder that | felt during that life-altering

summer. Are you ready? Let's embark on this thrilling ride together!

The Beginning: A Decision That Altered My Destiny

It all started with a spontaneous decision. After completing college, | found myself
at a crossroad, unsure of what path to take next. Driven by a deep desire for
adventure and self-discovery, | made the bold choice to travel to Israel, a country

steeped in history, culture, and mystery.
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Arrival and Cultural Immersion

Stepping off the plane, | was immediately enveloped in the scents, sounds, and
colors of a foreign land. As | made my way through the bustling streets of Tel Aviv,
| knew that this summer would be unlike any other. From exploring ancient
historical sites to indulging in the local cuisine, every moment was an opportunity

to immerse myself in the rich Israeli culture.
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The People | Met: Connections That Lasted a Lifetime

During my time in Israel, | had the privilege of meeting locals and fellow travelers
who shared their stories, dreams, and aspirations. Each encounter left an
indelible mark on my soul, teaching me about resilience, determination, and the
importance of human connection. Together, we navigated the bustling markets of
Jerusalem, hiked the picturesque trails of the Ein Gedi Nature Reserve, and

celebrated the vibrant nightlife of Tel Aviv.

Unexpected Adventures and Self-Discovery

As | ventured off the beaten path, | found myself face-to-face with unexpected
adventures that pushed me out of my comfort zone and ignited a sense of self-

discovery. From joining a kibbutz community and volunteering in archaeological
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excavations to hiking the challenging trails of Masada, | discovered new strengths

and abilities | never knew | possessed.

Challenges and Triumphs

Of course, no journey is without its fair share of challenges. From navigating the
complexities of a foreign language to adapting to the fast-paced lifestyle, | faced
numerous obstacles along the way. However, each challenge served as an
opportunity for growth and resilience, and with determination, | triumphed over

every hurdle that came my way.

An Unforgettable Farewell

As the summer drew to a close, | found myself reflecting on the transformative
journey | had experienced. The memories | made, the friendships | forged, and

the lessons | learned would forever be etched in my heart. Leaving Israel was
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bittersweet, but | knew that | had been forever changed by the experiences of that

fateful summer in 1974.

A Legacy That Lives On

Over the years, the impact of that summer continued to shape my life. The
connections | made led to lifelong friendships, and the lessons | learned became
guiding principles. The spirit of adventure and openness to new experiences that
| developed in Israel became the driving force behind subsequent journeys and

personal milestones.

The Summer Of 1974: A Catalyst for Personal Growth

As | conclude this nostalgic journey, | invite you to reflect on your own
experiences and the moments that have shaped your life. The summer of 1974
remains a constant reminder of the limitless possibilities that lie within each of us.
It taught me that stepping outside our comfort zone is where real growth
happens, where memories are made, and where we discover the true essence of

our being.

So, are you ready to embark on your own Israeli adventure? Plan your trip,
explore the rich history, immerse yourself in the vibrant culture, and let the magic

of the Middle East change your life — just as it did mine, in the summer of 1974.
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From Amazon customers:

“Compelling, beautifully researched, and beautifully told”

“Rich and rewarding ... the beginning of a new series by one of my favorite
authors”

“Politis weaves in the research with a deft hand. But research isn't the only thing
the author does well - she draws such a lovely portrait of the protagonist,

Gavrielle, that you're rooting for her to succeed, to be happy.”

Two strangers from opposite sides of the globe, both at a crossroads in their
lives, meet in Rome. They could hardly be more different, so why do they feel
such an immediate connection?

Gavrielle Rozmann is on leave from a career in the Intelligence Branch of the
Israeli army. After suffering the loss and general trauma of the Yom Kippur War,
she is also dealing with a personal crisis. Born an orphan, she has received
information that a man in Florida might be able to help her find the father she has
never known. Should she get on a plane for America? Instead, she boards one
for Rome — for a vacation and time to think.

There she meets Charlie Freeman. Charlie, a young African-American, has just
graduated from the University of Michigan and plans to go on to grad school and
a career in architecture. But first there is a personal obstacle to be overcome.
What better place for a student of art and architecture to take time for reflection
than the open air museum called Rome?

These two strangers — who seem to have absolutely nothing in common —

discover they share one basic reality that other people will never understand.
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Their unexpected friendship takes them together from Rome to Sinai, Jerusalem,

and Michigan.
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