
The Story Of An American Family And Their
Veterans: A Tale of Bravery and Sacrifice
When one thinks of the American spirit, images of courage, resilience, and
patriotism come to mind. These qualities become even more awe-inspiring when
we delve into the stories of the brave men and women who have served in the
United States military. The Smith family, hailing from a small town in Ohio, is a
shining example of the sacrifices and valor displayed by generations of American
veterans.

A Patriotic Legacy

The Smith family's legacy of military service began during World War II when their
patriarch, Edward Smith Sr., enlisted at the young age of 18. As a member of the
82nd Airborne Division, he fought in the famous Battle of Normandy, landing by
parachute behind enemy lines on D-Day. Edward survived this gruesome battle
but lost many of his comrades. His heroic actions earned him several prestigious
awards, including the Purple Heart.

Following the war, Edward returned home and eventually married his high school
sweetheart, Martha. Together, they raised three sons who all felt a deep sense of
duty to uphold the family's patriotic tradition. It was during the Vietnam War that
their eldest son, Thomas, enlisted in the Marines.
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The Cost of Freedom

Thomas Smith served two combat tours in Vietnam, during which he witnessed
the harsh realities of war firsthand. Despite facing unimaginable danger, he
emerged as a symbol of honor and bravery. Thomas was recognized for his
extraordinary acts of valor in battle and was awarded the Navy Cross, the
second-highest military decoration for valor in combat. Tragically, he lost his life in
the line of duty, leaving behind a grieving family and a void that could never be
filled.

The Smith family's loss did not deter their younger sons, David and Michael, from
following in their brother's footsteps. Both joined the military, driven by a burning
desire to honor their fallen sibling and protect the freedoms he fought to defend.

Carrying On the Legacy

David Smith, the middle son of the family, served as an Army Ranger. Throughout
his military career, he undertook numerous dangerous missions in both Iraq and
Afghanistan. His exceptional skills as a leader and perseverance in the face of
adversity led to multiple commendations and awards.
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The youngest son, Michael, was also dedicated to the military path. He enlisted in
the Air Force and became a skilled pilot. Michael's intelligence and precision in
the cockpit earned him the rank of Lieutenant Colonel, and he contributed
significantly to the strategic operations conducted during the Gulf War.

A Family of Heroes

The Smith family's commitment to serving their country has not gone unnoticed.
They have become an inspiration to their community and the nation as a whole.
Their selflessness, resilience, and unwavering patriotism embody the true
American spirit.

The sacrifices made by the Smith family exemplify the sacrifices made by
countless American families throughout history. They remind us of the hidden
heroes who fight for our freedom and security, often without recognition or
reward.

Remembering the Fallen

It is crucial to honor and remember those who have made the ultimate sacrifice in
service to our country. The Smith family actively participates in Memorial Day
ceremonies, paying tribute to their fallen loved ones and the countless others who
have died in service. Their story serves as a powerful reminder of the heavy price
that comes with freedom and liberty.

A Legacy of Service

As time passes and new generations emerge, the Smith family continues to
inspire and encourage young Americans to consider military service. They
understand the importance of remembering the past and recognizing the
significant role that veterans play in shaping our nation's history.



The resilience and bravery displayed by the Smith family throughout their military
journey attest to the familial bond that transcends generations. Their story
illustrates the power of patriotism, the strength of the human spirit, and the
countless sacrifices made by the men and women who fight for our freedom.

As we honor the Smith family and all American veterans, let us remember that
behind every hero, there is a story of sacrifice, love, and unwavering dedication to
the values that make America truly exceptional. Their legacy stands as a
testament to the indomitable spirit of the American family.
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Have you ever taken a walk in the early evening, just as the lamps begin to
illuminate the interior of the homes you are passing? Have you like I sneaked a
casual glance into the gently lit interior and wondered ... who lives there ... what is
their life like … what makes it better or worse than mine? If you have then please
come across the lawn past the panes of glass and inside the home of the
McConnely’s. Meet Phyllis the slightly eccentric but brilliant matriarch who worked
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in top intelligence during World War II. Share her journey as she leaves the
military behind to pursue a normal life as a not so domestic goddess. Experience
the humor and the sorrows. Witness the strength she demonstrates as she
guards her war time secrets only to watch her first born son go off to a war she
does not believe in and discover the reason why her son Dolan put his Drum
Sticks Down. I promise you once you come inside it will be difficult to pass
another warmly lit window and not wonder who lives there. Drumsticks Down is a
memoir (names have been changed) of the McConnely family. It provides vivid
characters and silent heroes. The novel alternates between heartbreaking
emotional moments and the absolute hilarious. It is an impressive and inspiring
journey through the decades that captures the humor wisdom and honesty of an
American family.
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