
The Starving Artist Guide to Paris: Unleash
Your Creativity in the City of Light
Paris, the enchanting capital city of France, has long been a muse for artists
around the world. From the vibrant streets of Montmartre to the world-renowned
museums and galleries, Paris offers a plethora of inspiration for aspiring artists.
However, being an artist in the city can be a challenging experience, especially
when it comes to finding affordable places to eat, live, and create. In this
comprehensive guide, we will take you on a journey through the hidden gems of
Paris, revealing the best spots for starving artists to explore, dine, and unleash
their creativity.

Exploring Montmartre: The Artistic Heart of Paris

Montmartre, with its narrow cobbled streets and bohemian atmosphere, has long
been a haven for artists. This vibrant neighborhood, once a hub for famous artists
such as Picasso, Renoir, and Van Gogh, continues to inspire creatives from all
over the world. From the iconic Sacré-Cœur Basilica to the charming Place du
Tertre, the streets of Montmartre offer countless opportunities to sketch, paint,
and immerse yourself in the artistic ambiance of the city.

While strolling through the streets, don't miss a visit to Le Bateau-Lavoir, the
birthplace of Cubism, where Picasso himself lived and worked. This historic
building still houses artists' workshops and is a great place to meet and connect
with fellow painters, sculptors, and creatives.
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Hidden Cafés and Eateries: Dining on a Budget

Paris is renowned for its culinary scene, but dining out can quickly drain the
wallets of starving artists. However, fear not, as the city boasts numerous
affordable options that will satisfy your taste buds without breaking the bank.

One such gem is Petit Bain, a unique floating restaurant located on a barge in the
Seine River. Not only does it offer a stunning view of the city, but it also hosts
various cultural events, art exhibitions, and concerts, providing the perfect
backdrop for creative minds to mingle and get inspired. Additionally, many local
bistros and cafés offer reasonably priced fixed menus, known as "formules,"
which include a starter, main course, and dessert, providing a taste of French
cuisine at an affordable price.

Unleashing Your Creativity: Museums and Galleries

Paris is home to some of the most renowned museums and galleries in the world,
making it an ideal destination for art enthusiasts. While institutions such as the
Louvre and Musée d'Orsay are undoubtedly must-visit locations, there are also
lesser-known art spaces that offer unique exhibitions and experiences.
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The Musée de la Chasse et de la Nature, for example, showcases a fascinating
collection of artworks and artifacts centered around hunting and the natural world.
This unconventional museum provides a fresh perspective and serves as a
source of inspiration for artists looking to explore different themes and subjects.

For those seeking contemporary art, the Palais de Tokyo is a haven for
experimental and avant-garde works. This sprawling space hosts a wide range of
exhibitions, performances, and installations that push the boundaries of traditional
art forms, encouraging artists to think outside the box and reimagine their own
creative processes.

Living the Bohemian Dream: Affordable Accommodations

For artists on a tight budget, finding affordable accommodations in Paris can be a
daunting task. However, the city offers various options that cater to the needs of
budget-conscious creatives.

One popular choice is to stay in a chambre de bonne, a small converted maid's
room often located on the top floor of residential buildings. These compact
spaces may lack luxury amenities but provide an affordable and unique living
experience, immersing artists in the authentic Parisian atmosphere.

Another alternative is to consider house-sitting or apartment-sharing options,
allowing artists to live rent-free in exchange for taking care of someone else's
home or pets. These arrangements not only offer cost-saving opportunities but
also provide a chance to experience different neighborhoods and communities
from a local's perspective.

Embracing Artistic Community: Connect and Collaborate



Paris offers a vibrant artistic community, and connecting with fellow creatives can
be both inspiring and beneficial for starving artists. Networking events,
workshops, and artist residencies provide opportunities to meet like-minded
individuals and collaborate on projects.

La Bellevilloise, a cultural center located in the lively neighborhood of Belleville,
hosts regular gatherings for artists, musicians, and writers. These events bring
together diverse talents and foster a supportive environment where creative ideas
can flourish.

Furthermore, art collectives such as Le Marais-based Ici-Même provide shared
workspaces for artists, allowing them to collaborate, share resources, and exhibit
their works. Being part of a creative collective not only helps alleviate the sense
of isolation often experienced by artists but also provides a platform for
showcasing and promoting their art.

Paris is a city that has captivated artists for centuries, and despite the challenges,
it continues to be a place where creativity thrives. From exploring the artistic
streets of Montmartre to discovering hidden gems in museums and galleries,
there is no shortage of inspiration for starving artists in the City of Light. By
embracing the unique opportunities that Paris has to offer and connecting with
the artistic community, you can unleash your creativity and make your mark in
this vibrant and ever-evolving city.
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Paris is a state of mind.

When I’m there, I feel more creative, invigorated and young at heart, free to relax
and reflect. Jazzed, (no pun intended) I see a painting around every corner. I feel
as energetic as a teenager, ready to walk all day and dance all night, drinking and
eating whatever I want.

Sometimes, I fear I will never again feel that alive—and then I go back to Paris.
Paris never fails me. Almost magically, I feel inspired and ready to tackle any
obstacle. This is one reason I wrote this guide. I would love for everyone to
discover my Paris. That’s why I paint Paris almost every day. And that’s why I
curate a monthly subscription box—Passport to Paris.

Details can be found on my website—www.paintingparis365.com

See you in Paris!

Sue
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