
The St Lawrence Seaway And Power Project:
Unlocking the Potential of North America
Located on the majestic St Lawrence River, the St Lawrence Seaway and Power
Project stands as a testament to human engineering prowess and the untapped
potential of North America. This groundbreaking project has not only
revolutionized shipping and trade between the United States and Canada but has
also harnessed the immense power of the river to provide clean and sustainable
electricity to millions. Join us as we explore the history, significance, and
environmental impact of this remarkable endeavor.

A Vision for Economic Growth

In the mid-20th century, leaders in both the United States and Canada recognized
the need for improved transportation infrastructure to facilitate trade and spur
economic growth. The St Lawrence Seaway, a system of canals, locks, and
channels, was proposed as a solution to allow large ships to navigate from the
Atlantic Ocean to the Great Lakes. With the signing of the St Lawrence Seaway
Treaty in 1954, construction of this monumental project began.

Spanning a distance of 3,700 kilometers, the St Lawrence Seaway connects the
Atlantic Ocean to the heart of North America and provides access to ports in both
countries. This strategic waterway has facilitated the movement of goods,
benefiting industries such as agriculture, manufacturing, and mining. Today, it
continues to play a crucial role in promoting bilateral trade between the United
States and Canada, with over 40 million metric tons of cargo passing through its
locks annually.
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Powering the Future

In addition to its economic significance, the St Lawrence Seaway and Power
Project also harnesses the immense power of the St Lawrence River to generate
electricity. The Moses-Saunders Power Dam, situated between Massena, New
York, and Cornwall, Ontario, is a key component of this endeavor. It stands as a
testament to human ingenuity and engineering, utilizing the river's natural flow
and gravity to generate clean and renewable energy.

The power dam is equipped with 32 turbines, each capable of producing 32
megawatts of electricity. This impressive capacity allows the St Lawrence Seaway
and Power Project to generate a total output of approximately 13 billion kilowatt-
hours annually. Not only does this provide electricity to millions of homes and
businesses in the region but it also reduces reliance on fossil fuels and mitigates
the environmental impact of traditional energy sources.

An Environmental Triumph
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While the St Lawrence Seaway and Power Project has undoubtedly brought
economic prosperity to the region, it has not come without its environmental
challenges. Construction of the power dam required the flooding of vast areas,
resulting in the displacement of wildlife and alteration of natural ecosystems.

However, over the years, significant efforts have been made to mitigate these
impacts and restore ecological balance. Restoration projects, such as the re-
creation of wetlands and the implementation of fish passage facilities, have been
undertaken to preserve and protect the unique biodiversity of the St Lawrence
River and its surrounding habitats. Today, the St Lawrence Seaway and Power
Project is not only a symbol of human achievement but also serves as a shining
example of sustainable development.

Unlocking the Potential of North America

The St Lawrence Seaway and Power Project stands as a testament to the power
of collaboration, innovation, and visionary thinking. This landmark endeavor has
transformed the St Lawrence River into a bustling trade route and a sustainable
source of electricity, fueling economic growth and environmental stewardship in
North America.

As we marvel at the engineering feats and extraordinary achievements of the St
Lawrence Seaway and Power Project, we are reminded of the immense potential
that lies within us. By harnessing the forces of nature and working together, we
have the power to unlock a brighter, more sustainable future for generations to
come.
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In this book, Claire Puccia Parham reveals the human side of the project in the
words of its engineers, laborers, and carpenters. Drawing on firsthand accounts,
she provides a vivid portrait of the lives of the men who built the seaway and the
women who accompanied them. On the fiftieth anniversary of the dedication of
the power dam and waterway, this book is a fitting tribute to the hard work and
dedication of the project’s 22,000 workers.
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