
The Secret War Of Varian Fry: The Unsung
Hero Who Saved Thousands

During the tumultuous years of World War II, a secret war was waged behind
enemy lines, far away from the battlefields and the frontlines. It was a war fought
in the shadows, fought to save lives, fought against the tides of hatred and fear.
At the center of this secret war stood Varian Fry, a name largely unknown to
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many, but a man whose bravery and relentless efforts during wartime would leave
an indelible mark on history.

A Brief to Varian Fry

Varian Mackey Fry was an American journalist born on October 15, 1907, in New
York City. When the Nazis came to power in Germany in the 1930s, Fry became
increasingly alarmed by their ideology and the atrocities being committed against
Jews and other persecuted groups. In 1940, he managed to establish a risky
network known as the Emergency Rescue Committee (ERC), with the assistance
of the famous American journalist, Dorothy Thompson.
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The Underground Network

Fry and his team operated a covert operation in Marseille, France, a crucial
escape route for refugees fleeing Nazi-occupied Europe. Through their
underground network, they saved numerous lives by providing counterfeit
documents, arranging escapes, and securing funds for bribes. Their network
extended beyond the borders of France, reaching into Spain and Switzerland,
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ensuring that as many lives as possible could be saved from the clutches of the
Nazis.

A Desperate Race Against Time

While constantly evading the watchful eyes of the Nazi regime and collaborating
Vichy government, Fry and his team raced against time to secure the necessary
paperwork, visas, and funds required for escape. They ensured the safe transport
of artists, writers, intellectuals, and countless others who were targeted by the
Nazis due to their political beliefs or Jewish heritage. Among those they rescued
were notable individuals such as Hannah Arendt, Marc Chagall, Max Ernst, and
André Breton. The list of lives saved by Varian Fry's efforts goes on and on.

The Artistic Connection

One remarkable aspect of Varian Fry's mission was his focus on saving artists,
writers, and intellectuals. Recognizing the immense cultural value they held, he
understood that by saving artists and intellectuals, he was not only saving lives
but preserving the very essence of human creativity and expression. His efforts
ensured that future generations would be able to witness extraordinary works of
art that might have otherwise been lost forever.

The Legacy of Varian Fry

Varian Fry's activities remained largely unknown for decades after the war. It was
only in the 1990s that his remarkable story began to receive the recognition it
deserved. In 1994, he was posthumously honored at the United States Holocaust
Memorial Museum as one of the righteous among the nations. His efforts were
finally acknowledged, and the story of this unsung hero became more widely
known.



Varian Fry's story is a testament to the power of individual bravery and the impact
one person can have on the course of history. His secret war saved the lives of
thousands, ensuring that the suffering inflicted by the Nazis was not in vain. Fry's
dedication to the preservation of human life and artistic expression serves as a
reminder that even in the darkest of times, the light of compassion and courage
can shine through.

Despite the passage of time, the name Varian Fry should never be forgotten, for
he was a true hero in the face of unimaginable danger and adversity.
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Andy Marino's A Quiet American is an effort to examine the life of a genuine
American hero whose political and cultural influence remain largely
unacknowledged.

The story of Varian Fry, called the "real Rick" of Casablanca, is perhaps one of
the most unknown, yet extraordinary sagas of World War II. This penetrating
biography follows Varian Fry through his adult life--from his beginnings in the
1930s as a Harvard graduate and political journalist to his arrival in Marseille in
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1940 where he managed to spirit away thousands of Europe's cultural elite by
falsifying passports, creating new identities, and always resorting to subterfuge.

The list of those saved includes: Hannah Arendt, Andre Breton, Franz Werful and
his wife Alma Mahler, Heinrich Mann, Marc Chagall, Jacques Lipchitz, Andre
Masson, and Max Ernst among others.
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