
The Quest To Restore Working Farm At Vita
Sackville West Legendary Garden

Imagine a magical garden full of blooming flowers, enchanting pathways, and an
atmosphere that takes you back in time. Welcome to the legendary garden of Vita
Sackville West. But this remarkable garden doesn't just stop at its beautiful
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scenery; it also used to be a working farm, and now there is a quest to restore it
back to its former glory.

The Remarkable History of Vita Sackville West's Garden

Vita Sackville West, a renowned British writer and gardener, created this
magnificent garden at her home, Sissinghurst Castle in Kent, England. She
started working on the garden in the 1930s, transforming it into an oasis of beauty
and creativity.
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One of the most remarkable aspects of Vita's garden was her innovative
approach to gardening. She believed in creating different "rooms" within the
garden, each with its own unique theme and atmosphere. This approach still
inspires garden designers and enthusiasts to this day.

But what really set Vita's garden apart was the integration of a working farm
within the premises. She believed that a garden is not just about aesthetics but
also about sustainability and providing for oneself. Therefore, she cultivated a
range of crops and raised animals on her farm, ensuring the estate remained self-
sufficient.
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The Farm's Decline and the Quest for Restoration

Over the years, the working farm aspect of Vita's garden suffered neglect and fell
into a state of disrepair. As the focus shifted towards preserving the historic
garden and opening it to visitors, the farm was left behind.

However, recent interest in sustainable living and the revival of organic farming
practices has sparked a renewed passion to restore the working farm at Vita
Sackville West's garden. A group of dedicated gardeners, historians, and farming
experts has come together with the mission to bring back the functionality of the
farm and revive its original spirit.

The restoration project involves extensive research into the types of crops,
livestock, and farming techniques that Vita originally used. The team is actively
gathering historical documents, photographs, and accounts from people who
knew Vita and worked on the farm during her time.

The Challenges and Rewards of Farm Restoration

Restoring a working farm within the grounds of a world-famous garden comes
with its fair share of challenges. The primary obstacle is the lack of detailed
records and information about the farm's operations. Many of the original
practices and techniques used by Vita have been lost over time.

However, the quest for restoration also holds numerous rewards. The team has
discovered that Vita's approach to farming was ahead of its time. She embraced
organic and sustainable methods, focusing on soil health, biodiversity, and the
natural balance of the ecosystem.

By resurrecting Vita's farm, the goal is not only to recreate a historically accurate
working farm but also to showcase the importance of sustainable farming



practices. The revived farm will educate visitors about the possibilities of
harmonious coexistence between agriculture and the environment.

Visiting the Legendary Garden

While the restoration of the working farm is still underway, the legendary garden
of Vita Sackville West remains open to visitors. You can explore the maze-like
pathways, breathe in the scent of the blossoming flowers, and absorb the poetic
ambience that inspired Vita's writing.

As you stroll through the garden, you can catch glimpses of the ongoing
restoration efforts. The team is dedicated to making sure every aspect, from the
crops to the livestock, aligns with Vita's original vision.

So, if you have a passion for gardening, sustainability, or simply wish to immerse
yourself in the beauty of a legendary garden, a visit to Vita Sackville West's
garden is a must.

In

Restoring a working farm within Vita Sackville West's legendary garden is a noble
quest. It encompasses not only the revival of a lost aspect of the garden's history
but also the promotion of sustainable farming practices in today's world.

The efforts and dedication of those involved in the restoration project bring us
closer to understanding and appreciating the legacy of Vita Sackville West.
Through their work, we can witness the harmonious blend of nature's beauty and
human ingenuity that she envisioned and brought to life in her legendary garden.
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“A charming portrait of an ancient and beautiful house in Kent [and] a poignant
and amusing portrait of the English class system.” —Simon Winchester

From lavish palace for Elizabethan nobles to dreary jailhouse for eighteenth-
century prisoners of war, from well-manicured country house for a string of landed
families to weed-choked ruin, Sissinghurst, in Kent, has become one of the most
illustrious estates in England—and its future may prove to be just as intriguing as
its past.
 
In the 1930s, English poet Vita Sackville-West and her husband, Harold Nicolson,
acquired land that had once been owned by Vita’s ancestors. Together they
created elaborate gardens filled with roses, apple trees, vivid flowers, and scenic
paths lined with hedges and pink brick walls. Vita, a gardening correspondent for
the Observer and a close friend of Virginia Woolf, opened Sissinghurst to the
public. But the thriving working farm began to change after her death. Her son
Nigel instituted sweeping changes, including transferring ownership of the estate
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to Britain’s National Trust in 1967 to avoid extensive taxation.
 
For author Adam Nicolson, the grandson of Harold and Vita, Sissinghurst was
always more than a tourist attraction; it was his home. As a boy, Nicolson hiked
the same trails that Roman conquerors walked centuries before. With wistful
imagination, fascination with natural beauty, and connection to the land, Nicolson
has returned home to restore Sissinghurst’s glory. His journey to recreate a
sustainable and functioning farm, despite resistance from the National Trust,
makes for a compelling memoir of family, history, and the powerful relationship
between people and nature.
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