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The history of analytic philosophy is characterized by its open texture, a term
coined by philosopher Friedrich Waismann. The concept of open texture refers to
the idea that the meanings of many philosophical concepts are not fixed and
determinate, but rather, open to interpretation and change over time. This article
explores the development of analytic philosophy and the crucial role played by its
open texture in shaping the field's evolution.

Origins of Analytic Philosophy

The roots of analytic philosophy can be traced back to the late 19th and early
20th centuries, primarily in the work of philosophers such as Bertrand Russell,
G.E. Moore, and Ludwig Wittgenstein. During this period, philosophers sought to
adopt a more scientific and logical approach to philosophical problems, rejecting
the metaphysical and speculative methods prevalent at the time.

The Vienna Circle and Logical Positivism

One significant development in the history of analytic philosophy was the
emergence of the Vienna Circle in the 1920s. This group of philosophers,
scientists, and mathematicians promoted the philosophy of logical positivism,
which aimed to establish a basis for knowledge through the analysis of language
and logical reasoning.
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The members of the Vienna Circle, including Moritz Schlick, Rudolf Carnap, and
Otto Neurath, sought to eliminate metaphysical and nonscientific claims from
philosophy, focusing instead on logical analysis and empirical verification. This
emphasis on clarity and precision was crucial in shaping the open texture of
analytic philosophy, as it emphasized the need for clear definitions and rigorous
reasoning as a foundation for philosophical discussions.

The Linguistic Turn and Ordinary Language Philosophy

In the mid-20th century, analytic philosophy experienced a significant shift known
as the "linguistic turn." This shift was marked by a growing interest in the study of
language and its role in philosophical analysis. Philosophers such as J.L. Austin
and Gilbert Ryle pioneered the field of ordinary language philosophy, which
focused on the examination of everyday language use as a means of
understanding philosophical problems.

This linguistic turn further contributed to the open texture of analytic philosophy
by highlighting the importance of context, interpretation, and language games in
philosophical discourse. Instead of seeking to establish fixed, universal truths,
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philosophers began to explore the vast array of possible interpretations and
meaning variations within different linguistic frameworks.

The Later Analytic Philosophy

In the later years of analytic philosophy, various movements and approaches
emerged, further expanding the open texture of the field. Philosophers such as
W.V.O. Quine, Donald Davidson, and Saul Kripke explored the nature of
language, meaning, and reference, challenging previously held assumptions and
offering new perspectives.

Quine's indeterminacy of translation thesis, Davidson's theory of radical
interpretation, and Kripke's theory of naming and necessity all exemplify the open
texture of analytic philosophy. These theories demonstrate the flexibility and
interpretive nature of language, exposing the uncertainty and multiplicity of
meanings.

The open texture of analytic philosophy has been a driving force in its history and
development. By embracing the idea that philosophical concepts are not fixed
entities with predetermined meanings, but rather subject to interpretation and
change, analytic philosophers have fostered a dynamic and evolving field of
study. The various shifts and movements within analytic philosophy, from logical
positivism to ordinary language philosophy and beyond, have further enriched its
open texture, encouraging critical thinking and multiple perspectives. As the
history of analytic philosophy continues to unfold, the open texture will remain a
fundamental characteristic, allowing for continual exploration and innovation in
the field.
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This edited collection covers Friedrich Waismann's most influential contributions
to twentieth-century philosophy of language: his concepts of open texture and
language strata, his early criticism of verificationism and the analytic-synthetic
distinction, as well as their significance for experimental and legal philosophy.

In addition, Waismann's original papers in ethics, metaphysics, epistemology and
the philosophy of mathematics are here evaluated. They introduce Waismann's
theory of action along with his groundbreaking work on fiction, proper names and
Kafka's Trial.

Waismann is known as the voice of Ludwig Wittgenstein in the Vienna Circle. At
the same time we find in his works a determined critic of logical positivism and
ordinary language philosophy, who anticipated much later developments in the
analytic tradition and devised his very own vision for its future. 
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