
The New Attacks On Free Thought Expanded
Edition
In this expanded edition, we delve into the alarming rise of attacks on free
thought and its implications on society. Free thought, the ability to think critically
and independently, is the foundation of a fair and democratic society. However,
recent events have shown that this fundamental tenet is under threat like never
before.

The Importance of Free Thought

Free thought is the cornerstone of progress and innovation. It allows individuals
to challenge existing norms and dogmas, encouraging the discovery of new ideas
and solutions. Throughout history, societies that have embraced free thought
have flourished and overcome immense challenges.

However, free thought is not without its detractors. Some individuals and
institutions fear the power of independent thinking and seek to suppress it. By
discouraging free thought, they maintain control over the narrative and limit the
progress that can be made.
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The Weaponization of Information

One of the most significant attacks on free thought comes through the
weaponization of information. In the digital age, misinformation and propaganda
can spread rapidly, leading to widespread confusion and manipulation. Those in
power often use these tactics to control public opinion and suppress dissenting
voices.

Moreover, the rise of social media platforms has given a platform to algorithmic
manipulation. Content that aligns with our existing beliefs and ideologies is often
prioritized, creating echo chambers where alternative perspectives are silenced.
This further reinforces existing biases and hampers the ability for free thought to
thrive.

The Suppression of Dissenting Voices

Another concerning trend in recent years is the suppression of dissenting voices.
Academic institutions, once bastions of free thought, are now plagued by
censorship and intellectual conformity. Professors and students who express
opinions considered outside the mainstream are often targeted, leading to self-
censorship and the stifling of diverse perspectives.

This suppression extends beyond academia. Online platforms have faced
criticism for deplatforming individuals and groups that express controversial
viewpoints. While it is crucial to combat hate speech and misinformation, the line
between legitimate disagreement and censorship can become blurred.
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Corporate Influence on Free Thought

The influence of corporate entities on free thought is also a growing concern.
Companies with significant financial power can manipulate public discourse,
shape public policy, and even dictate the boundaries of acceptable thought. This
concentrated power poses a threat to intellectual diversity and limits the range of
ideas that can be explored.

The corporate world has also seen a rise in cancel culture, where individuals may
face severe backlash and professional consequences for expressing unpopular
opinions. This pressure to conform stifles open dialogue and challenges the
principles of free thought.

The Way Forward

Protecting and promoting free thought is essential to ensure a vibrant and
inclusive society. Recognizing the challenges it faces is the first step towards
finding solutions.

Education is key in combating attacks on free thought. By teaching critical
thinking skills, fostering intellectual curiosity, and encouraging open dialogue, we
can empower individuals to think independently and challenge prevailing ideas.

Additionally, supporting platforms that prioritize diverse content and actively work
against algorithmic biases can help counter the echo chamber effect. By
promoting exposure to alternative perspectives, we can foster a society that
values free thought and open debate.

It is crucial for institutions and individuals to resist the pressure to conform and
actively defend free thought. By creating spaces that encourage intellectual



diversity and providing support for those who express unpopular opinions, we can
cultivate an environment where free thought can flourish.

The attacks on free thought in today's society are deeply concerning. The
weaponization of information, suppression of dissenting voices, corporate
influence, and rising conformity threaten the core principles of democracy and
progress.

However, by understanding these challenges and working towards solutions, we
can protect and strengthen free thought. It is through the unfettered pursuit of
ideas that we can tackle the complex issues of our time and shape a better future
for all.
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“A liberal society stands on the proposition that we should all take seriously the
idea that we might be wrong. This means we must place no one, including
ourselves, beyond the reach of criticism; it means that we must allow people to
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err, even where the error offends and upsets, as it often will.” So writes Jonathan
Rauch in Kindly Inquisitors, which has challenged readers for more than twenty
years with its bracing and provocative exploration of the issues surrounding
attempts to limit free speech. In it, Rauch makes a persuasive argument for the
value of “liberal science” and the idea that conflicting views produce knowledge
within society.

In this expanded edition of Kindly Inquisitors, a new foreword by George F. Will
strikingly shows the book’s continued relevance, while a substantial new
afterword by Rauch elaborates upon his original argument and brings it fully up to
date. Two decades after the book’s initial publication, while some progress has
been made, the regulation of hate speech has grown domestically—especially in
American universities—and has spread even more internationally, where there is
no First Amendment to serve as a meaningful check. But the answer to bias and
prejudice, Rauch argues, is pluralism—not purism. Rather than attempting to
legislate bias and prejudice out of existence or to drive them underground, we
must pit them against one another to foster a more vigorous and fruitful
discussion. It is this process that has been responsible for the growing
acceptance of the moral acceptability of homosexuality over the last twenty years.
And it is this process, Rauch argues, that will enable us as a society to replace
hate with knowledge, both ethical and empirical.

“It is a melancholy fact that this elegant book, which is slender and sharp as a
stiletto, is needed, now even more than two decades ago. Armed with it, readers
can slice through the pernicious ideas that are producing the still-thickening
thicket of rules, codes, and regulations restricting freedom of thought and
expression.”—George F. Will, from the foreword
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