
The Life of a Trial Lawyer: A Strong Advocate
Fighting for Justice

: The Noble Pursuit of Justice

The life of a trial lawyer is not for the faint of heart. These brave individuals
commit themselves to fighting for justice, often representing those who cannot
speak for themselves. A trial lawyer is much more than just a legal professional;
they are a strong advocate who navigates the complex maze of courtroom
procedures, defends the rights of the accused, and seeks justice for victims.

The Journey Begins: Education and Experience

Before becoming a trial lawyer, one must complete a rigorous educational
journey. Many aspiring trial lawyers obtain a Juris Doctor (J.D.) degree from
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prestigious law schools, where they learn about constitutional law, civil procedure,
and criminal law. Additionally, they gain valuable experience by participating in
legal clinics, internships, and mock trials.
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This extensive educational background equips trial lawyers with the knowledge
and skills necessary to handle the complexities of the courtroom. They learn how
to craft persuasive arguments, analyze evidence, and cross-examine witnesses
effectively. This education forms a strong foundation for their future careers.

The Courtroom Drama Unfolds: Defending the Accused

Once established, trial lawyers may specialize in different areas of law, such as
criminal defense, personal injury, or civil litigation. Regardless of their
specialization, trial lawyers play a critical role in protecting the rights of their
clients.

Criminal defense trial lawyers, for instance, are often faced with the challenging
task of representing individuals accused of heinous crimes. This demanding role
requires them to gather evidence, interview witnesses, and develop a strategic
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defense. They become the voice of the accused, dedicated to ensuring their fair
treatment and fighting for their acquittal if innocence is proven.

On the other hand, trial lawyers specializing in personal injury cases fight
tirelessly to hold responsible parties accountable for their negligent actions. They
help victims seek compensation for physical and emotional damages, navigating
the complexities of insurance companies and advocating for a fair settlement or
judgment in court.

A Day in the Life of a Trial Lawyer

The life of a trial lawyer is anything but monotonous. Every day presents new
challenges, opportunities, and triumphs. Let's take a glimpse into their fascinating
routine:

1. Case Research:

A trial lawyer begins their day by conducting extensive research on their cases.
They analyze legal precedents, review statutes, and study relevant case laws in
order to build a strong foundation for their arguments.

2. Client Consultations:

Meeting with clients is an integral part of a trial lawyer's job. During these
consultations, trial lawyers listen carefully to their clients' stories, gather details,
and assess the strengths and weaknesses of their cases. This allows them to
develop personalized legal strategies tailored to their clients' needs.

3. Courtroom Preparation:

Before heading into the courtroom, trial lawyers spend hours preparing their
cases. They meticulously organize evidence, draft opening and closing



statements, and create persuasive visual aids to support their arguments.
Preparation is key to successfully presenting a case before a judge and jury.

4. Negotiations and Settlements:

Not all cases go to trial. Trial lawyers often engage in negotiations and
settlements outside the courtroom. In these instances, their persuasive skills
come into play as they try to secure the best possible outcome for their clients
while avoiding lengthy and costly litigation processes.

5. The Riveting Trials:

When a case does go to trial, trial lawyers skillfully present their arguments,
cross-examine witnesses, and challenge the opposing counsel's evidence. Their
ability to think on their feet and adapt to unexpected situations is crucial, as trials
can be unpredictable and full of surprises.

The Impact of Trial Lawyers

The work of trial lawyers extends far beyond the courtroom. They play a vital role
in upholding the principles of justice and creating a fair society. By advocating for
their clients' rights, they contribute to the progress of the legal system and protect
the underprivileged.

Throughout history, many landmark cases have been won by trial lawyers,
establishing legal precedents that shape future rulings. They are the driving force
behind change and progress in the legal world.

The Challenges and Rewards of a Trial Lawyer's Life

The life of a trial lawyer is not without its challenges. Long hours, high-stress
situations, and the emotional toll of dealing with sensitive cases can take a



significant toll on a trial lawyer's well-being. However, there are also immense
rewards.

Seeing the impact of their work, whether it is acquitting an innocent individual or
ensuring a victim receives justice, can be incredibly fulfilling. Trial lawyers have
the power to make a positive and lasting difference in people's lives.

The life of a trial lawyer is marked by dedication, passion, and an unyielding
commitment to justice. By tirelessly advocating for their clients, they become the
voice of the voiceless and the strong advocates our society relies on. With their
skills, knowledge, and unwavering determination, trial lawyers play an
indispensable role in ensuring the integrity of our legal system.

So, the next time you see a trial lawyer presenting a compelling argument in the
courtroom, remember the significant impact they have on our society, and
appreciate the sacrifices they make to secure justice and protect our rights.
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In Strong Advocate, Thomas Strong, one of the most successful trial lawyers in
Missouri’s history, chronicles his adventures as a contemporary personal injury
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attorney. Though the profession is held in low esteem by the general public,
Strong entered the field with the right motives: to help victims who have been
injured by defective products or through the negligence of others.

            As a twelve-year-old in rural southwest Missouri during the Great
Depression, Strong bought a cow, then purchased others as he could afford
them, and eventually financed his education with the milk he sold. After
graduating law school and serving in the Army’s Counter Intelligence Corps, he
rejected offers to practice in New York and San Francisco and returned to his
hometown of Springfield.
Strong exhibited his lifelong passion to represent the underdog early in his
practice, the “trial by ambush” days when neither side was required to disclose
witnesses or exhibits. He quickly became known for his audacious approach to
trying cases. Tactics included asking a friend to ride on top of a moving car and
hiring a local character called “Crazy Max” to recreate an automobile accident.
One fraud case ended with Strong owning a bank and his opponent going to
prison. When he sued a labor union for the wrongful death of his client’s spouse,
he found his own life threatened.
With changes in the law that allowed discovery of information from an opponent’s
files as well as the exhibits and witnesses to be used at trial, Strong and fellow
personal injury attorneys forced a wide array of manufacturers to produce safer
products. When witnesses of a terrible collision claimed both roadways had green
lights simultaneously, Strong purchased the traffic light controller. After three
months of continuous testing at a university, the controller failed, showing four
green lights, and Strong learned that fail-safe devices were available but had not
been implemented. These fail-safe devices are now standard on traffic lights
throughout the country.
In his last venture, Strong represented the state of Missouri in its case against the



tobacco industry, culminating in a settlement totaling billions of dollars.
He reflects on the changes—not always for the better—in his oft-maligned
profession since he entered the field in the 1950s. Thomas Strong’s story of
tenacity, quick wits, and humor demonstrates what made him such a creative and
effective attorney. Lawyers and law students can learn much from this giant of the
bar, and all readers will be entertained and heartened by his victories for the
everyman.
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