
The Legacy Of Bamberger Ranch Preserve:
Myrna And David Langford On Working Lands
When it comes to preserving and protecting our natural lands, few individuals
have made a greater impact than Myrna and David Langford. Their extraordinary
commitment to conservation can be witnessed in the remarkable success of the
Bamberger Ranch Preserve located in the beautiful Hill Country of central Texas.
Over the years, the Langfords' dedication to preserving the land and its
biodiversity has transformed the once-depleted ranch into a thriving oasis of life.

The Beginnings of Bamberger Ranch Preserve

In 1969, David Bamberger, a successful businessman, purchased what was then
known as Selah, a 5,500-acre piece of land that had been heavily degraded due
to years of overgrazing and mismanagement. Recognizing the urgent need for
restoration, Bamberger initiated an ambitious plan to revive the land to its former
glory. This marked the beginning of what would become one of the most
influential conservation projects in Texas.

Myrna and David's Vision

Following their marriage, Myrna and David Langford continued Bamberger's work
with unmatched passion. They recognized the importance of preserving working
lands, those areas where people and wildlife coexist harmoniously. Their vision
went beyond rewilding the land; they aimed to create a sustainable model where
conservation efforts and economic activities could thrive side by side.
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Restoring Biodiversity

Through meticulous efforts, Myrna and David have worked hand in hand with
scientists, ecologists, and land management experts to restore the biodiversity of
Bamberger Ranch Preserve. The degraded grasslands were revitalized, and
native plant species were reintroduced, providing a conducive habitat for various
animals, including endangered species like the golden-cheeked warbler and the
endangered Barton Springs salamander. Today, the ranch boasts over 200
different bird species and countless other fauna and flora.

Conservation Education and Outreach

Recognizing the value of education in achieving widespread conservation, Myrna
and David have actively engaged in various educational initiatives. They have
welcomed countless visitors, including students and researchers, to the ranch,
offering them valuable insights into sustainable land management, wildlife
conservation, and ecological restoration. Their educational efforts have inspired
and empowered generations to actively participate in environmental stewardship.

The Economic Side of Conservation
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One of the most remarkable aspects of the Langfords' approach to conservation
is their emphasis on the economic viability of working lands. By focusing on
sustainable agricultural practices, such as managing herds of cattle and
harvesting timber, they have exemplified how conservation and economic growth
can coexist.

Awards and Recognition

The incredible achievements of Myrna and David Langford have not gone
unnoticed. Their unwavering dedication to conservation has earned them
numerous accolades, including the prestigious Leopold Conservation Award,
which recognizes outstanding achievements in private land conservation. Their
work serves as an inspiration for landowners and conservationists around the
world.

The Enduring Legacy

The impact of the Langfords' work extends far beyond the boundaries of the
Bamberger Ranch Preserve. Their approach to conservation not only provides a
blueprint for restoring and preserving degraded lands but also demonstrates how
environmental conservation can be integrated into sustainable economic
development.

Today, the Bamberger Ranch Preserve stands as a testament to the power of
perseverance, vision, and the resilience of nature. Myrna and David Langford's
legacy will continue to inspire generations to come, reminding us of our
responsibility as stewards of our planet and the importance of preserving our
working lands.
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Winner, 2020 Philosophical Society of Texas Nonfiction Prize

In 1969, J. David Bamberger bought what he described as “the sorriest piece of
land” in the Texas Hill Country for the specific purpose of restoring the degraded
landscape. Today, Selah, Bamberger Ranch Preserve is one of the largest habitat
restoration projects in the state—5,500 acres—and serves as a model for land
conservation and environmental education. The ranch has earned numerous
awards, including the coveted Leopold Conservation Award, the Texas
Environmental Excellence Award in Education, the National Private Lands Fish
and Wildlife Stewardship Award, and most recently, the Botanical Research
Institute of Texas International Award of Excellence in Conservation, just to name
a few.

Seasons at Selah: The Legacy of Bamberger Ranch Preserve chronicles
Bamberger’s dedication to ethical land stewardship and conservation education
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through stunning photographs of the land, plants, and wildlife he has devoted his
time and resources to protect. Photographers Rusty Yates and David K. Langford
capture each season at Selah and offer an intimate glimpse into the day-to-day
management and operations of the ranch as well as some of the challenges it
faces. In the accompanying text, Andrew Sansom shares his own stories from his
decades-long friendship with Bamberger.

Readers will gain a deeper appreciation for what conservation means for Texas:
clean and abundant water, wildlife, healthy land, and an inspiring place to learn
about and enjoy nature. Above all, Selah has given Texans a special opportunity
to stop, pause, and reflect on the importance of good stewardship of the earth.
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