
The Key to a Beautiful Smile: Orthodontic
Treatment Of Impacted Teeth
Having a beautiful smile can boost your confidence and greatly improve your
overall appearance. However, not everyone is fortunate enough to have perfectly
aligned teeth. One common dental issue is the impaction of teeth, which occurs
when a tooth fails to fully emerge through the gums. This can lead to various
problems, including misalignment and gum infections. Luckily, orthodontic
treatment offers effective solutions to correct impacted teeth and bring back your
winning smile.

Understanding Impacted Teeth

Impacted teeth are teeth that get trapped beneath your gum line due to various
reasons. Most commonly, this occurs with the third molars, also known as
wisdom teeth. However, any tooth in your mouth can become impacted, including
canines and premolars.

Impactions can be classified into two types: soft tissue impactions and bony
impactions. Soft tissue impactions occur when the tooth is partially emerged
through the gum tissue, while bony impactions involve teeth that remain
completely buried beneath the jawbone.
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Common causes of tooth impaction include:

Lack of space in the jaw for the tooth to emerge properly

Obstructions such as extra teeth or abnormal growths

Improper positioning of adjacent teeth

Genetic factors

The Importance of Orthodontic Treatment

Orthodontic treatment plays a vital role in correcting impacted teeth and ensuring
optimal oral health. If left untreated, impacted teeth can cause significant
problems, such as:

Alignment issues: Impacted teeth can push adjacent teeth out of alignment,
leading to crookedness and overcrowding.

Gum infections: Partially erupted teeth can create pockets where bacteria
can accumulate, leading to gum infections and inflammation.

Damage to adjacent teeth: Impacted teeth can exert pressure on surrounding
teeth, causing damage to their roots and leading to decay or further
complications.

Orthodontic Treatment Options
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Orthodontic treatment offers several options to correct impacted teeth and restore
proper alignment. The treatment plan will depend on the severity of the impaction
and other individual factors.

Braces are commonly used to gradually move the impacted tooth in the desired
direction. This method requires time, patience, and regular adjustments by an
orthodontist.

In more severe cases, where the impacted tooth is causing significant problems
or not salvageable, surgical extraction may be necessary. This procedure is
performed by an oral surgeon and may involve removing the impacted tooth
along with any surrounding gum tissue or bone.

The Benefits of Orthodontic Treatment for Impacted Teeth

Orthodontic treatment not only corrects impacted teeth but also helps improve
overall oral health and appearance. Some of the benefits include:

Straightening teeth: By aligning impacted teeth, orthodontic treatment can
enhance your smile by straightening crooked or misaligned teeth.

Improved oral hygiene: Correcting impactions reduces the risk of gum
infections, decay, and other oral health issues caused by difficult-to-reach
spaces or overcrowding.

Enhanced confidence: A beautiful smile can significantly boost self-
confidence and improve interpersonal relationships.

Orthodontic treatment is an effective solution for correcting impacted teeth and
restoring a beautiful smile. By addressing these issues promptly, you can prevent
complications and enjoy improved oral health. If you suspect that you or your
child has impacted teeth, consult with an experienced orthodontist who can



assess your situation and recommend the best course of action. Don't let
impacted teeth hold you back from embracing your full smile potential!
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Orthodontic Treatment of Impacted Teeth provides its readers with a gold-
standard resource to tackle common, complex and multi-factorial clinical
scenarios. Rooted firmly in the scientific reality, it also provides a valuable
repository of the evidence-base for this subject area.

The third edition of this classic text has been fully revised and updated to reflect
the latest advances in research and clinical practice. It discusses recent
developments in the periodontal outcome of surgical exposure of impacted teeth,
and also incorporates more protocols for routine cases. This enables clinicians to
develop their skills in the simpler cases, as well as to improve their understanding
of complex and rare presentations. An especially useful chapter looks at failure
and impending failure, providing a valuable insight into the real life management
of impacted teeth. The author describes how to recognize failure and proposes
ways to avoid it, frequently illustrating them with cases from his own clinic.
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KEY FEATURES
• Fully revised and updated classic
• Coverage expanded to include protocols for routine, as well as complex cases
• Includes new chapter on extreme tooth displacement and complicating factors
• Provides unparalleled coverage of the evidence base
• Highly illustrated in full colour
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