
The Institutional Demands Of Becoming
Teacher: Critical Issues In American
Education
Becoming a teacher is a noble pursuit that requires dedication, hard work, and
facing numerous critical issues in American education. In recent years, the
demands on teachers have increased significantly as institutions grapple with
various challenges to provide quality education. This article explores the key
institutional demands that teachers face in their journey to shape the next
generation of minds.

Critical Issue #1: Budget Constraints

One of the major institutional demands that teachers face is the ever-present
issue of budget constraints. Education institutions often struggle with limited
financial resources, resulting in inadequate funding for necessary materials,
technology, and infrastructure. Teachers are faced with the task of delivering
quality education to their students despite being limited by financial constraints.

This critical issue not only affects the overall learning experience but also puts
immense pressure on teachers to find creative solutions to provide effective
instruction. The lack of resources and funding creates an additional burden on
teachers already tasked with meeting curriculum requirements and ensuring
student success.
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Critical Issue #2: High Expectations and Standards

Teachers face the challenge of meeting high expectations and rigorous standards
set by educational institutions. With the continuous focus on standardized testing
and academic achievement, educators are expected to go above and beyond to
ensure students perform well academically. However, this emphasis on test
scores sometimes overlooks the various aspects of a well-rounded education,
such as holistic development and individual student needs.

To meet these demands, teachers must constantly enhance their teaching
techniques, undertake professional development courses, and implement
innovative strategies to engage their students. The pressure to meet high
standards can be overwhelming, particularly when factors beyond the teacher's
control, such as students' socioeconomic backgrounds, come into play.

Critical Issue #3: Increasing Accountability

Another critical issue faced by teachers is the increasing demand for
accountability. Teachers are often held responsible for student outcomes and are
assessed based on their students' performance. The pressure to produce positive
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results can lead to limited autonomy in the classroom and a focus on "teaching to
the test" instead of fostering critical thinking and creativity.

This issue raises concerns about the true purpose of education and whether it is
solely about achieving high test scores or cultivating well-rounded individuals.
Teachers must navigate this demand for accountability while also striving to
provide students with a comprehensive education that prepares them for future
success beyond mere test performance.

Critical Issue #4: Diverse Student Populations

In today's diverse society, teachers are faced with classrooms comprising
students from various cultural, linguistic, and socioeconomic backgrounds. This
diversity brings both opportunities and challenges, as teachers must develop
culturally responsive teaching methods to cater to the unique needs of each
student.

Recognizing and celebrating diversity is crucial for fostering an inclusive learning
environment. However, the institutional demands placed on teachers to address
the individual needs of every student can be overwhelming. Teachers need to
receive adequate training and support to effectively cater to diverse student
populations and create an equitable learning environment where all students can
thrive.

Critical Issue #5: Technological Advancements

In recent years, technological advancements have revolutionized the educational
landscape. Educational institutions are increasingly incorporating technology into
teaching methods, creating yet another demand on teachers. Teachers need to
adapt to new technologies, acquire digital literacy skills, and integrate computer-
based tools into their teaching practices to remain effective in the classroom.



However, not all teachers have access to the necessary resources and training to
harness the full potential of technology. This digital divide can create barriers to
effective teaching and hinder student engagement. Bridging this gap requires
institutions and policymakers to invest in technological support for teachers and
ensure equitable access to technology for all students.

Critical Issue #6: Teacher Retention and Support

The institutional demands faced by teachers can also impact teacher retention
rates. Many educators face burnout and leave the profession due to the
overwhelming workload, lack of support, and external pressures. Retaining
experienced teachers is crucial for maintaining a stable and quality education
system.

Institutions need to provide ongoing professional development opportunities,
mentorship programs, and a supportive work environment to ensure teachers feel
valued and equipped to navigate the demands of their profession effectively.
Additionally, addressing issues such as teacher workload and workload
distribution can go a long way in improving teacher satisfaction and retention.

In

Becoming a teacher is a noble calling that requires individuals to overcome
various critical issues prevalent in American education. From budget constraints
to high expectations, accountability, diverse student populations, technological
advancements, and teacher retention, educators face numerous institutional
demands.

It is crucial for educational institutions and policymakers to recognize and address
these challenges effectively. By providing adequate resources, support, and



training, institutions can empower teachers to navigate these demands and fulfill
their mission of shaping the future generations.
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In Lesson Plans, Judson G. Everitt takes readers into the everyday worlds of
teacher training, and reveals the complexities and dilemmas teacher candidates
confront as they learn how to perform a job that many people assume anybody
can do. Using rich qualitative data, Everitt analyzes how people make sense of
their prospective jobs as teachers, and how their to this profession is shaped by
the institutionalized rules and practices of higher education, K-12 education, and
gender. Trained to constantly adapt to various contingencies that routinely arise in
schools and classrooms, teacher candidates learn that they must continually try
to reconcile the competing expectations of their jobs to meet students’ needs in
an era of accountability. Lesson Plans reveals how institutions shape the ways
we produce teachers, and how new teachers make sense of the multiple and
complicated demands they face in their efforts to educate students.   
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