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LAST YEARS OF THE

LONDON
METROBUS.

London has always been known for its iconic red double-decker buses, and for
years, the London Metrobus played an important role in the city's transport
system. However, in recent years, this beloved transportation symbol has
undergone a series of changes, leading to its final years and igniting a wave of

nostalgia among Londoners.

The Rise of the London Metrobus
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The London Metrobus was first introduced in the early 1980s as a replacement
for the aging Routemaster buses. Built with modern features and enhanced
accessibility, these buses quickly became an integral part of the city's
transportation infrastructure. They boasted greater capacity, air conditioning, and

improved access for passengers with disabilities — a huge step forward for

inclusivity.
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With their striking red livery and distinctive curved design, the Metrobus became
an iconic symbol of London. They graced the streets of the capital, swiftly
transporting millions of commuters and tourists to their destinations day in and

day out.

The Challenges and Transformation

As time went on, the London Metrobus faced numerous challenges. The rise of
other transportation options such as the underground and the of new buses led to
a decline in the Metrobus's popularity. This decline prompted the need for a
transformation that would once again reignite excitement and ensure the buses

remained a relevant and efficient part of London's transport system.
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In the last years of the Metrobus, transport authorities began implementing
significant changes. They introduced new branding, adopting a more modern
design to reflect the city's evolving character. The buses themselves underwent
interior renovations to enhance passenger comfort, installing comfortable seating

and providing charging ports for electronic devices.

Moreover, the London Metrobus transitioned to using cleaner energy sources.
Hybrid and electric buses were gradually introduced, reducing the environmental
impact caused by traditional diesel buses. This move towards sustainability not
only helped minimize pollution levels but also aligned with the city's commitment

to combat climate change.

A Wave of Nostalgia

With all the changes the London Metrobus underwent, its final years brought a
wave of nostalgia to the city's residents. Many Londoners had memories of riding
these buses during their youth, making them a symbol of their personal journeys
in the bustling city. The distinct scent of the Metrobus, the sound of its engines,
and the vibrations of the road became cherished memories of their daily

commutes.

The London Metrobus had not only been a means of transportation but also an
integral part of the city's cultural fabric. Artists, writers, and musicians referenced
the iconic buses in their works, memorializing them in the hearts and minds of the

people.

The Legacy Lives On

Today, as the London Metrobus enters its final chapter, it leaves behind a lasting

legacy. While the iconic red double-decker buses continue to grace the streets of



London, the Metrobus will forever be remembered as a transformative period in

the city's transport history.

Its journey from a simple replacement for the Routemaster to a symbol of
progress and sustainability demonstrates the city's commitment to public
transportation and environmental responsibility. The Metrobus has truly left its
mark on Londoners, reminding them of the importance of embracing change

while preserving the essence of their beloved city.

So, next time you spot one of the new buses whizzing by, take a moment to
appreciate the enduring legacy of the London Metrobus and how its journey
continues to shape the city we call home.
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Mainstay of London Buses Ltd’s fleet into the 1990s, London’s MCW Metrobus
fleet of M class remained almost completely intact by the time of privatization in
the autumn of 1994. In the hands of seven new companies thereafter, there
followed multiple new liveries and new identities, but it wasn’t until the end of the

decade, when this account takes up their story, that withdrawals commenced in
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the face of new low-floor double-deck buses. Even then, the venerable M class
remained a solid option for secondhand purchases, allowing examples to remain

into service past their twentieth birthdays.

Between 1998 and 2004 the M fleets of Arriva London North and South, First
Capital and Centrewest, London General, London United, Metroline and
Metroline London Northern and a host of smaller London contractors dwindled
until the last examples, lingering on school routes for Leaside Travel, signed off at
the beginning of 2006.
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