
The Hillside Stranglers Darcy Brien: The
Chilling Tale of a Serial Killer
In the dark annals of criminal history, Darcy Brien stands out as one of the most
sinister, yet captivating figures. Operating in the 1970s, Brien, also known as one
of the Hillside Stranglers, terrorized the Los Angeles area, leaving a trail of fear
and death in his wake. This article delves into the horrifying details of Brien's
crimes, his modus operandi, and the eventual capture and conviction of this serial
killer.

Known for his charming appearance and charismatic personality, Brien targeted
unsuspecting young women, often hitchhikers, who he lured into his vehicle with
promises of a ride. Once in his control, he would subject them to unimaginable
horrors before ending their lives. Brien's crimes were meticulously planned and
executed, with a disturbing level of sadistic pleasure derived from his victims'
suffering.

Throughout the investigation, law enforcement agencies were baffled by the lack
of a solid profile for the killer. Brien left very few clues, making it difficult to link the
seemingly unrelated murders. However, a breakthrough finally came when a
survivor managed to escape from Brien's clutches. Her detailed account of his
methods, appearance, and the location of his apartment turned the tide in the
investigators' favor.
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Authorities then embarked on a relentless pursuit of Brien, piecing together his
actions, meticulously interviewing witnesses, and establishing a timeline of his
crimes. The media frenzy that followed heightened public awareness, resulting in
numerous leads being provided and eyewitnesses coming forward. The manhunt
intensified, ultimately leading to his arrest.

Brien's trial was a spectacle that captured the nation's attention. The gruesome
details of his crimes, along with the chilling testimonies of survivors, presented a
horrifying window into the mind of a serial killer. The evidence against him was
overwhelming, leaving no doubt regarding his guilt. Ultimately, Brien was
convicted and sentenced to life in prison without the possibility of parole.

The Hillside Strangler case serves as a reminder of the evil that exists within
some individuals and the profound impact their actions have on society. Though
years have passed since Brien's capture, his legacy continues to haunt those
affected by his crimes. The surviving victims, who are scarred physically and
emotionally, still bear the weight of the trauma inflicted upon them.

The story of Darcy Brien, the Hillside Stranglers, is a chilling reminder to remain
vigilant, particularly in times when dangerous individuals lurk in the shadows. It
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serves as a reminder to uphold the safety and security of our communities, to
stand up against violence, and to always be aware of our surroundings. The
scars left by Brien's actions may never fully heal, but their memory can inspire us
to prevent similar atrocities in the future.
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The riveting true crime account of the Hillside Stranglers and the horrific serial
killings they unleashed on 1970s Los Angeles.
 
For weeks that fall, the body count of sexually violated, brutally murdered young
women escalated. With increasing alarm, Los Angeles newspapers headlined the
deeds of a serial killer they named the Hillside Strangler. The city was held
hostage by fear.
 
But not until January 1979, more than a year later, would the mysterious
disappearance of two university students near Seattle lead police to the arrest of
a security guard—the handsome, charming, fast-talking Kenny Bianchi—and the
discovery that the strangler was not one man but two.
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Compellingly, O’Brien explores the symbiotic relationship between Bianchi and
his cousin Angelo Buono, their lust for women as insatiable as their hate, before
examining the crimes they remorselessly perpetrated and the lives of the
unsuspecting victims they claimed.
 
Equally riveting is O’Brien’s account of the trial—one of the longest and most
controversial criminal court cases in American history—with the defense team
parading, one after another, expert witnesses who had been effectively duped by
Bianchi’s impersonation of a man suffering multiple personality disorder. It’s one
way a man might contrive to get away with murder.
 
Like Truman Capote in In Cold Blood and Norman Mailer in The Executioner’s
Song, Darcy O’Brien weds the narrative skill of an award-winning novelist with the
detailed observations of an experienced investigator to unravel this chilling true-
crime story.
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