
The Grandfather of Present Day Basic Laws
Government for Kids: Understanding the
Importance and Functionality of Government
Government is an essential aspect of society that plays a pivotal role in
maintaining law and order, protecting the rights and freedoms of individuals, and
ensuring the overall welfare of its citizens. This article aims to introduce the
concept of government to children in a simplified manner, highlighting its
significance and how it has evolved over time.

The Origins of Government

The concept of government dates back thousands of years, with ancient
civilizations developing various systems to govern their societies. One of the
oldest known forms of government was established by the Mesopotamians, who
ruled over ancient Sumer. These early forms of government paved the way for
the systems we have today.

The Grandfather of Present Day Basic Laws Government

In modern history, one of the earliest and most influential figures in shaping the
present-day basic laws of government is often considered to be Hammurabi, the
sixth king of Babylon. Hammurabi is famous for creating the Code of Hammurabi,
a comprehensive set of laws that governed the Babylonian society. These laws
were inscribed on a stele or stone pillar, making them accessible to everyone.
The Code of Hammurabi introduced principles such as "an eye for an eye" and
laid the foundation for justice and accountability within society.
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What is Government?

In its simplest form, government refers to a group of people who make and
enforce rules to guide society. These rules, also known as laws, maintain order
and ensure that individuals live harmoniously. Without government, society may
descend into chaos and conflicts, making it difficult for people to live their lives
freely and safely.

The Functions of Government

The primary functions of government can be categorized into three main areas:
legislation, administration, and adjudication.

1. Legislation: Governments create laws to maintain order and establish
guidelines for citizens to follow. Laws cover various aspects of society,
including criminal activities, property ownership, contracts, and individual
rights.

2. Administration: Governments manage various departments and agencies
responsible for implementing laws and delivering services to the public.
These departments include education, health, transportation, and defense,
among others.

3. Adjudication: Governments ensure the fair resolution of disputes between
individuals or groups through courts and legal processes. This function helps
maintain justice and protect the rights of individuals.

The Importance of Government for Society

Government plays a vital role in society, as it provides stability, security, and
services that promote the overall well-being of its citizens. Here are some key
reasons why government is important:



1. Maintaining Law and Order: Governments establish and enforce laws that
maintain peace and harmony within society. By doing so, they ensure that
individuals can live safely and pursue happiness without fear of crime or
violence.

2. Protecting Rights and Freedoms: Governments safeguard the rights and
freedoms of citizens by enacting laws that ensure fairness, equality, and
justice for all. These laws protect individuals from discrimination, exploitation,
and abuse.

3. Promoting Economic Growth: Governments create policies that support
economic growth and development. They regulate business practices,
establish infrastructures, and provide incentives to encourage
entrepreneurship, job creation, and overall prosperity.

4. Providing Public Services: Governments are responsible for delivering
essential public services to their citizens. These include education,
healthcare, transportation, public utilities, and social welfare programs,
ensuring the well-being of society as a whole.

5. Representing the People: Governments represent the interests and
aspirations of the people they govern. Through democratic processes such
as elections and decision-making forums, citizens have a voice in shaping
the direction of their society.

Understanding the importance and functionality of government is crucial for
children as it lays the groundwork for their future roles as responsible citizens. It
is through government that societies thrive, maintain order, and protect the rights
and freedoms of individuals. From the ancient laws of Hammurabi to the modern
systems of governance, the role of government remains essential for the well-
being of society.
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