
The Forbidden City Breaks Free: The Defiant
Spirit of Hong Kong in Revolt

Hong Kong, the bustling metropolis renowned for its sparkling skyline, thriving
economy, and vibrant culture, is currently experiencing a revolution of
unprecedented proportions. What started as peaceful protests against an
extradition bill has now transformed into a full-fledged battle for the city's
autonomy, democracy, and the preservation of its unique identity.

The Origin of the Revolt

The spark that ignited the fire of resistance can be traced back to February 2019
when the Hong Kong government introduced an extradition bill. This bill, if
passed, would have allowed suspects to be extradited to mainland China for trial,
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a move that many viewed as an encroachment on the city's cherished judicial
independence. In response, millions took to the streets, clad in black to symbolize
their defiance, demanding the complete withdrawal of the bill.
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A City United

What followed was an awe-inspiring display of unity and determination. People
from all walks of life, young and old, student activists, professionals, and retirees,
bonded together under one common goal - to protect their beloved city from what
they saw as an erosion of its fundamental freedoms. Their resolve was
unyielding, their spirit unbreakable.
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The Dark Side of the Revolt

While the majority of the protests were peaceful, there were instances of violence
and clashes between demonstrators and the police. Tear gas, rubber bullets, and
batons became common sights on the streets, leaving many wondering if the
city's once legendary harmony had been shattered forever. However, the
overwhelming sentiment among the protesters was always one of nonviolence
and resilience - their goal was to be heard, not to cause destruction.

The Global Impact

The images of Hong Kongers standing up against the might of a superpower
have reverberated across the world, inspiring people in far-flung corners to take a
stand against injustice. From Taipei to New York, cities have witnessed solidarity
rallies, where activists wave the same yellow umbrellas that became the symbol
of the movement. The spirit of Hong Kong's revolt has transcended borders,
proving that the fight for freedom knows no boundaries.
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The Future of Hong Kong

As the revolt rages on, the world watches with bated breath for what lies ahead.
Will the demands for withdrawal of the extradition bill be met? Will the
government concede to the demands for democratic reforms? These questions
hang in the air, their answers carrying the weight of the city's destiny.

Hong Kong in revolt is not just a story of a city fighting for its autonomy; it is a
testament to the indomitable spirit of humanity. It is a reminder that when pushed
against the wall, ordinary people can rise above all odds and create history. Hong
Kong stands today as a symbol of courage, resilience, and the unwavering
pursuit of freedom.
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Hong Kong is in turmoil, with a new generation of young and politically active
citizens shaking the regime. From the Umbrella Movement in 2014 to the defeat
of the Extradition Bill and beyond, the protestors' demands have become more
radical, and their actions more drastic. Their bravery emboldened the labor
movement and launched the first successful political strike in half a century,
followed by the broadening of the democratic movement as a whole.

The book also sets the new protest movements within the context of the
colonization, revolution and modernization of China. Au Loong-Yu explores Hong
Kong's unique position in this history and the reaction the protests have
generated on the Mainland.

But the new generation's aspiration goes far beyond the political. It is a
generation that strongly associates itself with a Hong Kong identity, with
inclusivity and openness. Looking deeper into the roots and intricacies of the
movement, the role of 'Western Values' vs 'Communism' and 'Hong Kongness' vs
'Chineseness', the cultural and political battles are understood through a broader
geopolitical history. For good or for bad, Hong Kong has become one of the battle
fields of the great historic contest between the US, the UK and China.
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