
The Entity: Five Centuries of Secret Vatican
Espionage
The Vatican, the spiritual center of the Roman Catholic Church, is not only a
place of religious significance but also harbors a long history of intrigue and
clandestine activities. For centuries, the Vatican has played a key role in world
affairs through its network of spies and intelligence operatives known as "The
Entity." Explore the hidden world of Vatican espionage as we delve into the five-
century-long history of this secretive organization.

Origins and Early Activities

The Entity traces its origins back to the pontificate of Pope Julius II in the early
16th century. Faced with political instability and external threats, the Vatican
began recruiting individuals with exceptional skills in intelligence gathering and
analysis. These recruits, often chosen from within the priesthood, were trained in
the art of covert operations.

One of the earliest documented instances of Vatican espionage dates back to the
reign of Pope Sixtus V in the late 16th century. The Entity played a crucial role in
gathering intelligence about potential threats to the Church and preserving its
interests during a time of immense turbulence in Europe.
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Code of Secrecy

Central to the success of The Entity is its strict code of secrecy. Operatives were
bound by oaths of silence and loyalty, ensuring that their activities remained
hidden from the prying eyes of the world. This level of secrecy allowed the
Vatican to operate behind the scenes, manipulating events and safeguarding its
position in the global stage.

The Entity's activities spanned a wide range of operations, including intelligence
gathering, counterintelligence, sabotage, and even the occasional assassination.
Their targets were not only external threats to the Church but also internal
dissidents and heretics, ensuring that the Vatican maintained control over its own
ranks.

The Renaissance and Beyond

During the Renaissance, The Entity flourished under the patronage of Popes who
recognized the need for a powerful intelligence network. Operatives infiltrated
foreign courts, gathering valuable information and influencing political decisions
to protect the interests of the Church.

Perhaps one of the most infamous episodes in Vatican espionage occurred
during the reign of Pope Innocent X in the 17th century. The Entity was
instrumental in the investigation and prosecution of the Knights of Malta, a
prominent order accused of heresy and conspiracy against the Church. The
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Vatican's intelligence network ensured the eradication of potential threats while
maintaining public support for its actions.

Modern-Day Espionage

While the methods of Vatican espionage have evolved with the times, The Entity
remains an active intelligence organization in the modern world. In recent
decades, the Vatican has adapted to the digital age, utilizing advanced
technology and cyber capabilities to gather information.

Today, The Entity focuses not only on political intelligence but also on combating
various forms of corruption within the Church itself. Investigations into financial
improprieties and scandals have become a key aspect of Vatican espionage,
ensuring the integrity and reputation of the institution.

A Noble Cause or Necessary Evil?

The existence of The Entity raises ethical questions about the Catholic Church's
use of espionage and covert operations. Critics argue that the Vatican should
focus solely on spiritual matters and leave intelligence gathering to secular
organizations. However, proponents contend that the Church's historical and
global significance justifies its need for intelligence capabilities.

Regardless of these debates, the entity's role in shaping the course of history
cannot be ignored. From maneuvering the outcome of papal elections to
influencing geopolitical decisions, The Entity has left a distinct mark on the world
stage.

As the sun sets over St. Peter's Basilica, countless untold stories of Vatican
espionage remain hidden within its hallowed walls. The Entity continues its silent



operations, ensuring the spiritual and political power of the Church endures for
centuries to come.
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The International Bestseller

"A true story that surpasses any novel by John le Carré."—El País (Spain)

For five centuries, the Vatican—the oldest organization in the world, maker of
kings and shaper of history—has used a secret spy service, called the Holy
Alliance, or later, the Entity, to carry out its will. Forty popes have relied on it to
carry out their policies. They have played a hitherto invisible role confronting de-
Christianizations and schisms, revolutions and dictators, colonizations and
expulsions, persecutions and attacks, civil wars and world wars, assassinations
and kidnappings.

For the first time in English (following the bestselling Spanish and French
editions), Eric Frattini tells the comprehensive tale of this sacred secret service.
The Entity has been involved in the killings of monarchs, poisonings of diplomats,
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financing of South American dictators, protection of war criminals, laundering of
Mafia money, manipulation of financial markets, provocation of bank failures, and
financing of arms sales to combatants even as their wars were condemned, all in
the name of God. The contradiction between God's justice and Earth's justice,
Christian beliefs and Christian power all fall before the motto of the Entity: With
the Cross and the Sword.
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