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Toy trains have been a cherished part of many childhoods since their inception.
From simple wooden sets to intricately detailed models, these miniature
locomotives have captured the hearts and imaginations of both young and old
alike. In this article, we will take you on a captivating journey through time,
specifically focusing on the era between 1935 and 1975 - a period of great
significance in the realm of toy trains.



The Birth of Toy Trains

In 1935, the toy train industry underwent a revolution with the of pre-assembled,
O-gauge model train sets. This marked a significant departure from the earlier do-
it-yourself kits that were popular before. Suddenly, children could enjoy the thrill
of operating realistic trains without spending hours assembling tracks and
locomotives.
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Toymakers recognized the potential of these pre-assembled sets and quickly
started offering a wide variety of train models to suit different preferences. These
early models quickly became a hit, enchanting children and adults alike with their
intricate details and lifelike movements.

The Golden Age of Toy Trains

The period following WWII until 1975 is often referred to as the Golden Age of Toy
Trains. During this time, the industry experienced remarkable growth as
manufacturers constantly innovated to meet the increasing demand for more
realistic and captivating train sets. Companies such as Hornby, Lionel, and Marx
became household names, and their products were treasured possessions for
many.
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One of the defining features of this era was the meticulous attention to detail
exhibited by the manufacturers. Toy trains began to replicate their real-life
counterparts with remarkable accuracy, down to the smallest rivets and screws. It
was during this time that collectors started to emerge, appreciating the
craftsmanship and historical significance of these miniature marvels.

Changes in Technology
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As the toy train industry progressed, so did the technology behind these
enchanting locomotives. The of electric motors allowed trains to move around
tracks, creating a more immersive experience for children. Smoke generators and
sound effects further enhanced the realism, making the trains seem like miniature
versions of their life-sized equivalents.

With the advent of plastic in the post-war years, manufacturers utilized this
newfound material to enhance the durability and affordability of toy trains. Plastic
brought newfound colors, textures, and customization options to the market,
ensuring that there was a train set suitable for every child's preferences and
budget.

Legacy and Collecting

Toy trains from the 1935-1975 era continue to hold a special place in the hearts of
collectors and enthusiasts today. The nostalgia associated with these vintage
pieces, combined with their historical importance, makes them highly sought after
in the collector's market.

Books such as "Toy Trains 1935-1975: Shire Library 854" have been instrumental
in preserving the legacy of these iconic toys, documenting their evolution and
providing invaluable insights into the industry's golden years. These publications
serve as comprehensive guides for collectors, helping them identify rare pieces,
understand their significance, and appreciate the intricate craftsmanship involved
in their creation.



The era between 1935 and 1975 was truly a remarkable time for toy trains. The of
pre-assembled sets, advancements in technology, and the passion of
manufacturers converged to create a world that captured hearts and sparked the
imaginations of generations. Today, collectors and enthusiasts continue to
celebrate the legacy of these miniature marvels, treasuring their beauty and
historical significance.
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So, open the gates to your childhood dreams and embark on a magical journey
through the enchanting world of toy trains from 1935 to 1975!
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The 00 gauge train set was the ultimate 'boy's toy' of the 1950s and '60s. Electric
00 gauge trains were introduced by Trix and Hornby Dublo in the mid-1930s, but
the Second World War quickly halted production. However, they burst back onto
the post-war scene with great success, and 00 quickly became the dominant
scale in Britain, and was taken up by other large manufacturers including Tri-ang.
Whilst the components of the sets themselves were often basic, they could be
transformed into astonishing landscapes in the hands of imaginative builders. The
sheer number of box sets, locomotives, rolling stock, buildings and accessories
gave everyone the ability to form a bespoke layout. This beautifully illustrated to
the heyday of clockwork and electric 00 gauge trains tells their story up until
1975, when finer detailing and changing trends led to them becoming enthusiasts'
models rather than children's toys.
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