
The Electric Utilities Litigator Series:
Landmark Publications that Revolutionized
the Industry
Electric utilities play a crucial role in providing electricity to millions of households
and businesses around the world. Ensuring a reliable supply of electricity requires
a complex network of infrastructure, regulatory frameworks, and legal processes.
In this article, we will explore the electric utilities litigator series, a collection of
landmark publications that have revolutionized the industry and shaped its legal
landscape.

to Electric Utilities Litigator Series

The electric utilities litigator series is a comprehensive collection of legal
publications that delve into the intricate legal issues surrounding the electric
utilities industry. These publications, authored by renowned experts and legal
professionals, have been instrumental in shaping the industry's legal framework,
influencing court decisions, and assisting both legal practitioners and utility
companies in understanding and navigating complex legal matters pertaining to
electric utilities.

Why Are Landmark Publications Important?

Landmark publications within the electric utilities litigator series offer invaluable
insights and analyses of critical legal cases that have had significant implications
on the electric utilities industry. These publications shed light on groundbreaking
legal decisions, provide guidance on regulatory compliance, and present expert
opinions on emerging legal trends within the sector.
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Moreover, landmark publications are instrumental in the development of legal
precedent. As the electric utilities industry continues to evolve, legal professionals
rely on these publications to better understand the legal context surrounding
various issues, enabling them to effectively represent utility companies,
consumers, and regulatory bodies.

Key Publications in the Electric Utilities Litigator Series

Several publications in the electric utilities litigator series have gained widespread
acclaim for their meticulous analysis and groundbreaking insights. Let's explore
some of these key publications:

"Power Play: Navigating Antitrust Laws in the Electric Utilities
Industry"
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This publication, authored by Professor John Anderson, addresses the complex
intersection of antitrust laws and the electric utilities industry. It examines key
court cases and regulatory decisions that have shaped the legal landscape for
utility companies. With detailed case studies and practical recommendations, this
publication is a must-read for legal professionals specializing in antitrust laws.

"The Grid Unleashed: Legal Implications of Smart Grid Technology"
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As the electric utilities industry embraces smart grid technology, a publication that
explores its legal implications becomes increasingly relevant. Written by
Professor Emily Davis, this publication examines the legal challenges associated
with smart grid implementation, data privacy, and cybersecurity. It offers guidance
to legal professionals, policymakers, and utility companies on navigating this
transformative technology.
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"Energizing Clean Energy: Legal Considerations for Renewable
Power"

Renewable power has gained significant traction in recent years. Professor
Michael Johnson's publication focuses on the legal considerations related to the
integration of renewable energy sources into the electric grid. It addresses key
issues such as regulatory hurdles, contract negotiations, and environmental
compliance. This publication serves as a comprehensive resource for legal
practitioners involved in renewable energy projects.

The Impact of the Electric Utilities Litigator Series

The electric utilities litigator series has revolutionized the industry in multiple
ways. Firstly, these publications have promoted a better understanding of the
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legal intricacies surrounding the electric utilities industry. By providing detailed
analyses and expert opinions, they have empowered legal professionals to
navigate complex legal challenges more effectively.

Furthermore, the impact of the electric utilities litigator series stretches beyond
the legal realm. Utility companies, policymakers, and regulatory bodies rely on
these publications to stay up-to-date with the latest legal developments and make
informed decisions that promote a fair and sustainable electricity network.

The electric utilities litigator series has become an indispensable resource for
anyone involved in the electric utilities industry. These landmark publications
have shaped the legal landscape, offered critical insights into complex legal
cases, and provided expert guidance on emerging issues within the sector.

As the industry continues to evolve, the electric utilities litigator series will remain
a vital tool for legal professionals, regulatory bodies, and utility companies
seeking to understand and navigate the ever-changing legal environment
surrounding electric utilities.
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THIS CASEBOOK contains a selection of 191 U. S. Court of Appeals decisions
that analyze and discuss issues affecting the regulation of electric utilities and
wholesale electricity markets. The selection of decisions spans from 2004 to the
date of publication.

Under the Federal Power Act, the Federal Energy Regulatory Commission
("FERC") has jurisdiction over the "transmission of electric energy in interstate
commerce," 16 U.S.C. § 824(b)(1), and is responsible for maintaining the
reliability of the electric grid, see id. § 824o(b)(1). FERC has certified the North
American Electric Reliability Corporation ("NERC") as the nation's "electric
reliability organization," and NERC has developed enforceable standards to
ensure electric grid reliability. See Alcoa, Inc. v. FERC, 564 F.3d 1342, 1344-45
(D.C. Cir. 2009). FERC regulates electricity grid managers known as Independent
System Operators ("ISOs") or Regional Transmission Organizations ("RTOs")
(collectively, "System Operators"), who are responsible for ensuring electric
reliability within their regions of responsibility. See Braintree Elec. Light Dep't v.
FERC, 550 F.3d 6, 8-9 (D.C. Cir. 2008) (describing history of RTOs). [Footnote
omitted.] Delaware Department of Natural Resources And Environmental Control
v. Environmental Protection Agency, (DC Cir. 2015).

These System Operators are usually involved in both the energy and capacity
markets. Energy "is the amount of electricity generators actually provide to the
grid and is available to be used at any moment. Organized wholesale electricity
markets buy and supply electricity instantaneously." Kennedy Maize, Texas and
the Capacity Market Debate, Power Mag., Feb. 1, 2014. [Footnote omitted.]
Delaware Department of Natural Resources And Environmental Control v.
Environmental Protection Agency, ibid.



Capacity is different. "'Capacity' is not electricity itself but the ability to produce it
when necessary. It amounts to a kind of call option that electricity transmitters
purchase from parties generally, generators who can either produce more or
consume less when required." Conn. Dep't of Pub. Util. Control v. FERC, 569
F.3d 477, 479 (D.C. Cir. 2009); see also Me. Pub. Util. Comm'n v. FERC, 520
F.3d 464, 467 (D.C. Cir. 2008) (per curiam), rev'd in part sub nom. NRG Power
Mktg., LLC v. Me. Pub. Util. Comm'n, 558 U.S. 165 (2010). These sales may
occur years in advance of when the capacity is actually needed; power
generators are thus able to plan and build facilities to meet future demand. See
Md. Pub. Serv. Comm'n v. FERC, 632 F.3d 1283, 1284-85 (D.C. Cir. 2011) (per
curiam). Delaware Department of Natural Resources And Environmental Control
v. Environmental Protection Agency, ibid.

ISOs and RTOs typically require local utilities delivering electricity to users
(known as "load-serving entities," or LSEs) to purchase a certain amount of
capacity to ensure reliability during periods of high demand. See, e.g., Elec.
Consumers Res. Council v. FERC, 407 F.3d 1232, 1234 (D.C. Cir. 2005). "The
goal is for [utilities] to purchase sufficient capacity to easily meet expected peaks
in electricity demand on their transmission systems." Conn. Dep't of Pub. Util.
Control, 569 F.3d at 479. Delaware Department of Natural Resources And
Environmental Control v. Environmental Protection Agency, ibid.
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