
The Early History Of Sound Recording From
Cylinders To Waves: Evolution Of The Dj
Over the course of history, sound recording has undergone significant
transformations, evolving from the use of cylinders to the modern-day digital
formats. This journey has played a crucial role in the evolution of DJs and the art
of music mixing. In this article, we will explore the early history of sound recording
and its influence on the development of DJs.

1. The Birth of Sound Recording: Edison's Phonograph

The origins of sound recording can be traced back to the late 19th century when
Thomas Edison invented the phonograph. This groundbreaking invention
revolutionized the way sound was captured and played back. Edison's
phonograph utilized a rotating cylinder wrapped in tinfoil. When sounds were
captured by a diaphragm and stylus, grooves were etched onto the cylinder,
which could be replayed by placing a stylus in the groove.

Although the early phonographs were primarily used as a form of dictation and
voice recording, they laid the foundation for future advancements in sound
recording technologies.
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2. The Evolution of Disc Recording: Emile Berliner's Gramophone

In the late 19th century, Emile Berliner introduced a new format for sound
recording, known as the gramophone. Unlike Edison's phonograph, the
gramophone utilized flat discs instead of cylinders. These discs were coated with
a layer of wax, and the sound was etched onto the surface using a spiral groove.

This new disc format allowed for easier mass production and improved sound
quality compared to the tinfoil cylinders. The gramophone quickly gained
popularity and became the primary medium for sound recordings.

3. The Emergence of Radio Broadcasting

As the 20th century unfolded, radio broadcasting emerged as a prominent form of
entertainment. The of radio not only allowed for the mass distribution of recorded
music but also promoted the live performance and commentary by DJs.

DJs became the face of radio stations, curating playlists, providing commentary,
and connecting with listeners. They played a significant role in introducing new
music and shaping the tastes of the audience. The advent of radio broadcasting
cemented the importance of DJs in the world of music.

4. The Transformation of DJs: Vinyl and Turntables
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With the rise of vinyl and turntables in the mid-20th century, DJs took on a new
role as mixers and selectors. Vinyl records provided a unique platform for DJs to
manipulate music, mixing and blending different tracks seamlessly.

The invention of the turntable, equipped with adjustable pitch controls and a
crossfader, allowed DJs to create smooth transitions between songs. This gave
birth to the art of DJing, where performers utilized their skills to create unique and
immersive music experiences.

5. The Digital Revolution: CDJs and Digital Controllers

In the late 20th century, the advent of digital technology revolutionized the DJ
industry once again. CDJs (Compact Disc Jockeys) emerged as the new
standard for DJs, allowing them to mix music directly from CDs. This eliminated
the need for carrying heavy vinyl records, making performances more accessible.

As technology continued to evolve, digital controllers and software-driven
platforms such as Serato and Traktor became prevalent. These advancements
enabled DJs to manipulate music files directly from their computers, opening up a
whole new realm of creative possibilities and simplifying the setup required for
performances.

6. The Modern DJ: From Vinyl to Digital

Today, DJs have access to a vast array of tools and technologies, from vinyl to
digital platforms. They can seamlessly mix music from various sources, including
USB drives, laptops, and streaming services.

The evolution of sound recording played a vital role in shaping the modern DJ
profession. DJs now have the freedom to explore different genres, experiment



with various mixing techniques, and create unique sonic experiences for their
audiences.

The journey of sound recording, from the early days of phonographs to the
modern digital era, has had a profound impact on the evolution of DJs and the art
of music mixing. Each technological advancement has brought new possibilities
and expanded the creative horizons for DJs worldwide. As we continue to
embrace new technologies, it will be fascinating to witness how sound recording
and DJing will evolve in the future.
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The first book in the Evolution of the DJ series is the result of the humble advice,
generous guidance and significant recommendations of the artists and historians
who transformed a simple search for the 'first dj' into a project tracking the
significant movements and events in recorded sound art.
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This work is dedicated to all artists who have sought to express themselves and
their world around them through the medium of recorded sound.
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